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Richard L. Sherrow 
A look back - and anead - at the nasty human obses- 32 sion with nuclear/biological/chemical warfare, a scourge 
of warfare past - and conflicts future. 

MINDANAO MELTDOWN 
Mike Winchester 
Despite the rumors of outbreaks of peace in the southern 36 Philippines, a pesky and lethal milieu of radical outfits stlll 
threaten the Pacific Basin - and beyond. 

TRUTH TAKES A HOLIDAY ro I k!J j\jj J J r--
Richard L. Sherrow ~ 
SOF takes no prisoners on a raid to extract the truth from 40 CNN's revisionist journalists deep inside enemy territory: 
Washington D.C. 

Command Guidance 4 Combat Weaponcrafl 31 
BRUISE BROTHERS The 7.62 NATO Denies Cover 

Robin Postell 
Bulletin Board 6 Supply Locker 14 Horiuchi: State Charges Barred 

SOF takes in the potentially lethal - and officially non- 44 sanctioned - U.S.A. versus the World SpecOps brawl Slick Willie Watch 14 Classifieds n 
in Fayetteville, NC, on the doorstep of Fort Bragg. 7, The Perfect Number 

Advertisers' Index 81 
SEEDS OF DISCONTENT I Was There 16 
James L. Pate 48 La Noche Mala (The Bad Night) Product Index 81 
U.S. government eco-terrs meet their match in a ready-for-

sound Off 82 battle American conservationist on Hawaii's "last" island. Adventure Quanermaster 19 
"Cobra" Camping & Survival Tool The War Racket Has Become Too 

SNUB KNOWS NO BOUNDS Dangerous 

Wayne Laugesen World Silrep 22 
Norwest Banks catch plenty of blowback as the 54 RAK 24 Longmont, Colo. branch nixes a request by Jewish 
gunshop owner Robert Glass to open a sizable account. Das Zimmerman Plot! 

BACKUPS: THE FINAL OPTION 
Peter G. Kokalis 
Don't put your heart, soul, and primary focus into your 

Q) backup pistol. But while shopping for your last-ditch 56 °' 0 option , be advised that North American Arms CD 
c: manufactures one of the finest , its .32 ACP Guardian. "' Q) 
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Bla1111back 
When two of Ted Turner 's media outlets, 

CNN and TIME, decided to launch a 
new program called NewsStand with a story 
that maligned the U.S. mili tary and Vietnam 
veterans, they ran into some problems. 
CNN's Peter Arnett and April Oliver 
alleged that U.S. Army Special Forces SOG 
troops had li kely used nerve gas on women, 
children and others during a mission intend
ed to kill some 200 American defectors. 

The story, sensationally, but unimagina
tively, called " Valley of Death" was largely 
un s ub s t a nti a ted 
hearsay advanced as 
whole c loth by 
CNN/TIME th rough 
the use of highly ques
tionable journalist ic 
practices. Obvious ly, 
someone played hooky 
during Journalism 10 I. 
" Valley of Death" 
made three major 
errors of fact: First, it alleged that Sarin 
nerve agent was used; second , it c laimed 
there were a large number of American 
defectors in Laos; and third, the stories' 
authors tried to put words in the mouths of 
the witnesses needed to substantiate suspect 
allegations that can on ly be termed bullshit. 

During the Vietnam War, Arnett was 
awarded the Pulitzer fo r a story in which he 
confused the wartime use of CS/CN riot
control agent (sometimes called tear gas) 
with the use of lethal chemical-warfare 
agents. "Valley of Death" is obvious ly more 
of the same, except that Arnett is not like ly 
to be forg iven for this one because it goes 
fa r beyond confusion. 

Soldier Of Fortune challenged Arnett 
and Oliver to defend their pos ition by 
debating the key facts of the story wi th 
some of those damaged by their reckJess 
reporting at the National Press Club, in 
Washington, D.C. , on 23 June. Neither 
appeared. Instead , CNN sent two camera 
crews, apparently to record the events for 

their legal department, rather than their 
nightly news broadcasts. 

After General Perry Smith, CNN's mili
tary adviser resigned to protest "Valley of 
Death," the retired two-star indicated that 
pressure from CNN's lawyers precluded his 
attending our press conference. 

Although the press conference was 
announced far and wide by the Associated 
Press and via SOF's own press releases, it 
merited no mention, either on the National 
Press Club 's web site nor in its printed daily 

bulletin of events. What 
was not omitted, how
ever, in the NPC bul
letin, was that the fol
lowing day, 24 June, 
Jane Fonda, " Actress 
and Activist," would 
discuss teen pregnancy. 

The NPC explained 
that the press club 
"sort of picked and 

chose" the events they wanted to announce. 
But then we knew long ago that sort of 
selective PC-"correctness" existed in siz
able enclaves within the press corps. 

The New York Post said that if the 
charges leve led by CNN and TIME were 
wrong, they should issue the mother of 
a ll apo log ies. 

What we would like to know is whether 
the press corps will even take a close look at 
the egregious misrepresentation of facts by 
CNN/TIME, Arnett and Oliver. According 
to Reed Irvine, of Accuracy In Media, both 
CNN and TIME are conducting their own 
internal inves tigations. 

We don't think that is sufficient. We 
state th at the matter should be analyzed 
by a panel of independent journalists who 
will we igh the facts - impartially - and 
then iss ue a full report to the American 
people. Only a full disclosure of the 
unv arni shed truth will help to restore the 
mali gned reputations of those who honor
ably served, risked, and sacrificed. ~ 
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These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been fonnatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your p1inter, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 ':' 
2 CD set of 200 US Aimy field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 ,:, 
Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, Ml Garand, MK.19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

MEDICS $14.95 * 
Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, C Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 

SPEC OPS $14.95 * 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Milijary Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 
Hockesssin, DE 19707 

Pathfinder manuals; Deseit Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Ski.Us FM21-76 Survival, 

and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-'321-2974 

* Please add $5.00 shipping and handling to total order. 
· MasterCard and Visa welcome. e-mail: questions@milltary-media.com 

Inquiries: 1-610-268·5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 · 



c 

"' e 
CD 

E 

"' "' "' Q) 
t:: 
::> 
0 
u 

HORIUCHI: STATE CHARGES BARRED 
BY FED COURT 

Ruby Ridge, Idaho, in 1992. The federal government has already 
settled a lawsuit with the Weaver family by paying a $3.1 million 
settlement. A similar lawsuit for $10 mill ion is sti ll pending by 
Kevin Han·is, who was wounded by Horiuchi during the siege. U.S. District Judge Edward Lodge has dismissed involuntary 

manslaughter charges against FBI sniper Lon Horiuchi, who shot 
and killed Vicki Weaver as she stood in the door of the ir modest 
cabin holding her baby, during the siege of the Weaver home on 

Although his decision bars the state of Idaho from prosecuting 
Horiuchi on mans laughter charges, Judge Lodge noted that his order 
was "not to be construed as a finding by this court as to whether Mr. 
Horiuchi should be charged wi th a federa l crime" or that it consti
tuted a finding "of guilt or innocence." Boundary County, Idaho, 
Prosecutor Denise Woodbury, who brought the charges against 
Horiuchi , said she would need to review the decision before decid
ing whether there would be an appeal. 

6 

Part of the largest armada ever assembled in defense of liberty, 
Yanks landing at Normandy with Operation Overlord lost more 
than 3,000 killed and 10,000 wounded. Then a catskinner with 
the second wave, Bernard Robeck, of Calumet City, Ill., built 
ramps for LSTs and, later, the first graves for American Gls. 

The French people have not forgotten: With the 50th 
Anniversary of Operation Overlord, 35,000 Jubilee de la Liberte 
medals were minted for American participants. Congressman 
Jerry Weller (R-lll.) learned of some remaining medals, arrang
ing for them to be awarded locally to Overlord veterans who 
could not attend celebrations in France. Here, French Consul 
General Gerard Dumont, left, and Congressman Waller present 
the medal to Bernard Robeck while Emilia Brotan, Robeck's 
fiancee of 35-years, watches. 
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THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making Ghillie Suits and Custom Camouflage Accessories 

with Tom Forbes 
For the special operations warrior, hunter and outdoorsman, the ability to camouflage himself effectively can often mean the difference between failure and success, or between 
dying and surviving. For professionals seeking the ultimate in camouflage, there is only one choice: the ghillie suit. Originally developed by Scottish gameskeepers for use 
against poachers, the ghillie suit consists of a base garment covered with an assortment of burlap strips and strands. When arranged to duplicate the randomness of nature, the 
burlap forms a three-dimensional camouflage that allows the wearer to literally "melt" into the surrounding foliage. In this groundbreaking video, expert ghi ll ie suit craftsman 
Tom Forbes teaches you how to make four different types of ghillie suit for a fraction of the cost of expensive commercial suits and teaches you the secrets of making custom 
concealment accessories to produce a state-of-the-art camouflage kit. What you can't see can hurt you. Color, approx. 60 minutes, VHS only. $29.95 

THE CLOSE-COMBAT FILES 
OF COL. REX APPLEGATE 
by Col. Rex Applegate and Maj. Chuck Melson 
The legend finally steps from the shadows to 
reveal the truth beh ind the countless stories of 
his service with the OSS. Learn firsthand of 
Colonel Applegate's training and missions with 
men like Wild Bill Donovan, William Fairbairn 
and Eric Sykes. The definitive reference 
researchers and historians have been awaiting 
for more than 50 years. 8 1 /2 x 11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 208 pp. $39.95 

FAR BEYOND DEFENSIVE TACTICS 
Advanced Concepts, Techniques, Drills, and 
Tricks for Cops on the Street 
by Loren Christensen 
This book shows cops how to use proven defensive 
tactics to stay alive and uninjured, including how to 
disarm attackers, deal with drunk or drugged 
subjects, protect their guns, fend off multiple 
attackers and more. 51/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, 
photos, 208 pp. $25.00 

GUNSITE TACTICAL 
CONCEALED CARRY 1 
Whether you are an off-duty law enforcement 
officer, on an undercover assignment or a 
civilian with a CCW, you need to know the 
proper tactics and techniques of deploying a 
handgun from concealment. In this 
groundbreaking tape, the master instructors at 
Gunsite teach you their proven methods ol 
carrying, drawing and using concealed 
handguns effectively. Color, approx. 40 min., 
VHS only. $29.95 

THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Finally, here is an all-new instruction book on 
how to obtain a new identity, produce 
supporting documents for it and use it safely in 
today's society. Learn how to get Social 
Security numbers, driver's licenses and more. 
For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 81/2, soft-
cover, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
The Ultimate Streetlighter The Art & Science of Money 

2-volume set (video) .. $79.95 Laundering: Inside the 
Hidden in Plain Sight Commerce of the International 

(Revised 2nd Edition) . . $18.00 Narcotics Traffickers .. $18.00 
The Modern Survival Retreat: Gunsite Tactical 

A New and Vital Carbine I (video) ...... $29.95 
Approach to Retreat Effective Defense: The Woman, 
Theory and Practice . .. $15.00 the Plan, the Gun . .. . . $13.95 

The Art of the Rifle . • .• . • $29.95 Acquiring New ID .... .. . $20.00 
Get Even: The Complete Soldiers on Skis: 

Book of Dirty Tricks . . • $19.95 A Pictorial Memoir of the 1oth 
Do-It-Yourself Medicine . . $20.00 Mountain Division ..... $59.95 
Fugitive: How to Run, Hide, SOG: The Secret Wars of 

and Survive . ... . .. .. $12.00 America's Commandos 
Advanced Fugitive . . ... . $15.00 in Vietnam .. . . . . .• .. $25.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
PAlADIN PRESS · P.O. BOX 1307 · BOULDER, CO 80306 · (303) 443-7250 

FAX (303) 442-8741 · E-mail service@paladin-press.com 
Videotapes are nonreturnable. Defective tapes will be replaced. 
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THE PHONE BOOK 
The Latest High-Tech Techniques and 
Equipment for Preventing Electronic 
Eavesdropping, Recording Phone Calls, Ending 
Harassing Calls, and Stopping Toll Fraud 
by M.L. Shannon 

To navigate the dangerous world of high-tech 
eavesdropping you need to gel the scoop on 
cellular and mobile phones, laxes, e-mail, 
scanners, privacy laws and more. 8 1/2 x 11 , 
softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. $40.0D 

WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS PRACTICED BY 
THE WORLD'S RICHEST PEOPLE 
What the Kuwaitis Can Teach You about Getting 
Rich-and Staying Rich 
by Wittiam Beaver 
Do the Ktmaitis have a mag~ foonula for getting rich -
besides stri~ng oil? No, but they de have four easy-to
follow secrets that have helped them amass fortunes for 
centunes - long before oil was <flSCOVered. And their 
secrets v;11 work for you. Guaranteed. 51/2 x 81/2, sott
cover, photos., 128 pp. $16.00 

THE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE 
A Definitive Study of Personal 
Small-Anns Tactics 
by Gabriel Suarez 
Read this book and learn the combat-proven techniques 
big-city cops use to stay aloe and effective when the 
bullets start flying. Maintain the tactical advantage in 
any situation by knowing how to search buildings for 
anned intruders, use cover and concealment, maintain 
proper distance intervals and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, soltcover, photos, illus., 216 pp. $20.00 

THE ULTIMATE INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and Phreaks Can Ruin 
Your Trip on the lnfonnation Superhighway . .. 
and What You Can Do To Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkle 
This is an owner's manual to the "Darkside' of the 
Web. Read ii and weep. Then do what ii takes to save 
yourself lrom becoming roadkill on the Highway to 
Hell. 51/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, 152 pp. $15.00 

Revenge 
Encyclopedia 1S!iil/: 

THE TACTICAL 1911 
The Street Cop's and SWAT Dperato~s Guide to 
Employment and Maintenance 
by Dave Lauck 
The renaissance of the venerable Colt 1911 in .45 
ACP has caused many cops to sit up and take notice. 
Here is the only book you will ever need to teach you 
how to select, modify, employ and maintain your Colt 
Every cntical aspect of the 1911 is here. including 
detailed information on ~ghts, magazines, holsters, 
guide rods, serratioos, finishes and much more. 8 1/2 
x 11 , sottcover. photos, illus., 152 pp. $2D.OO 

THE DRUG SCREEN MANUAL 
The Tests, the Technology, 
the Risks, the Reality 
by Or. John Mrozek 
Although drug testing technology has advanced 
rapidly, it has outpaced the knowledge base of the 
human beings tasked with employing rt. As a 
result. inaccurate test results are far from 
uncommon. This manual gives you the facts on the 
types of tests used, which drugs are tested for and 
how results can be skewed. 51 /2 x 81/2, 
sottcover, 64 pp. $15.00 

THE COMPLETE M1 GARAND 
A Guide for the Shooter and Collector 
by Jim Thompson 
A heavily illustrated, practical history for shooters 
and collectors alike, this book tells the complete 
story of the robust M1 Garand. High-quality, 
detailed photos; functional and troubleshooting 
data, including original military manuals; market in· 
formation and much more make this a valuable 
resource on a classic battle rifle. 8 1/2 x 11, sott-
cover, photos, illus., 160 pp. $25.00 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of all revenge books' You'd 
have to buy more than 25 books to gel all the wit 
and wisdom contained in this compilation from 
the best of Paladin 's revenge books. Don 't be 
fooled by cheap imitators that claim to know how 
to get even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need to even the score with nosy 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats, snarty clerks or 
other pests. For entertainment purposes only. 8 
1/2 x 11 , sottcover, 120 pp. $20.00 

r---------------------------------------------------------------: t PALADIN PRESS® VISA I CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
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FURR JOINS GSGI 
Jack Furr, formerly the Senior Rangemaster at Gunsi te Training 

Center and one of its most popular instructors, has recentl y joined 
the staff of Global Studies Group, Inc. (GSGI). Jack has more than 
20 years of law-enforcement ex perience working fo r numerous 
state and munic ipal agencies. He was also a senior instructor fo r the 
pres tigious Central Training Academy of the United States 
Department of Energy in Albuquerque, N.M. While there, Jack was 
responsible fo r instruction in nuclear security and counterterrori sm 
fo r all branches of federal law enforcement. 

Headed by former U.S. Navy SEAL Harry Humphri es, GS GI 
specializes in worldwide law enfo rcement and sec urity tra ining 
programs and numbers among its cli ents a lli ed governments, 
mun icipal po li ce departments and multin ati ona l corporat ions. 
GSGJ is co mprised mainl y of form er U.S. Navy SEALs and 
seni or law-enfo rcement personnel, who are recogni zed as lead
ing authorities in a wide range of military and law-enfo rcement 
disciplines. The co mpany prov ides tra ining and techni ca l sup
port in the fo llowing areas: special operat ions training, execu
ti ve pro tecti on, asset protecti on and operati onal securi ty audi t. 
Tra ining programs inc lude firearms marksmanship and tacti cs 
with handguns, shotguns, tac ti cal carbin es, co unters niper sys
tems and automatic weapons; knife fi ghting; marti al arts; mili
tary and law-enforce ment HRT tactics, guard force opera ti ons, 
border in trus ion and insurgency operations; counte rterro ri st dri
vin g; and techn ical security services and counte r meas ures . All 
of GS Gl 's tra in ing programs are presented in a hi gh-speed, low
drag manner by an in structor staff widely ac kn owledged as an 
e li te among the eli te. 

Corporate entities, government agencies, military organizations, 
law-enforcement departments, or indi viduals seeking a schedule of 
courses open to the public should contact GSGI at P.O. Box 1006, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92605; phone: 3 l0-637-71 66; or fax : 310-
637-7 154. - P. G.K. 

A TAP URBAN delivers maximum energy t ransfer through a unique 
combination of penetration and dramatic fragmentation. 

TAP'" URBAN'" 
Now there's an ammo specifically designed for 
police using rifles and carbines in urban 
environments: TAP Urban, new from Hornady. 
TAP Urban's advanced-design polymer-tipped 
bullet is incredibly accurate, and won't deform 
during loading and unloading. On impact, the 
tip causes dramatic fragmentation, which 
provides 100% energy transfer to the target for 
instant terminal results . This reduces the need 
fo r repeat 
shots and 
lowers the 
chances of 
collateral 
damage 
from over
penetration or 
ricochets. 

Sf WAR Sl"ORIES WANTED 

Co ntac t B ri an Leonard at KnightScenes Inc. if you have a 
good, tru e, first-person SF war story to share that shows the guts , 
determination, bravery, fa ti gue, heartbreak or j oy assoc iated 
with combat. Kni ghtScenes is looking for stori es that took pl ace 
since 1960, whi ch show the pe rso nal side of SF troopers in a 
fac t- based reality/dramati c anthology series . Stori es mus t be 
true, documentabl e where poss ibl e, and associated visuals would 
be welcomed. 

By submitting a story, the writer grants KnightScenes a free one
year option fo r poss ible use of that story in a TV show or series: If 
your submi ssion is chosen, KnightScenes will contact you back 
regarding the fo rmal acqui sition of your story. 

Contac t them via e-mail at ksiv@aol.com; or by post at 1333 H 
Street NW, West Tower, I 0th Floor, Washington DC 20005. 

JURY RULES AGAINST FMC 
A Cali fornia jury has ruled that FMC corporation submi tted 

nearl y 14,000 fa lse c laims over a 10-year period during develop
ment of the M2 Bradley IFV. The jury levied a $ 125 milli on verdict 
against FMC, but additional fines could push that number as high at 
$3 10 million: Some international sources cited a fi gure of $388 mil
lion. FMC will seek a reversal. 

Engineer Henry Boisvert, the whistle-blower in the case, stands to 
collect up to 30% of the government's award, if it stands on appeal. 
At issue were mostly claims regarding the vehicle's swimabili ty. 

FRENCH NATIONAL GUN LAW 

Lead by Sociali st deputy Bruno Le Roux, a leftist coalition in 
the French National Assembl y has approved a law banning most 
pri vate gun ownership. Said Le Roux, "It 's time to put a stop to 
indi vidual arms and reaffirm that the state alone must keep the 



monopoly on legitimate violence." The law, wh ich still must be 
approved by the senate, bans "arms of defense" including handguns 
and rifles, except those licensed fo r hunting. Legitimate violence? 
Like the holocaust, Tiananmen Square, Waco? 

ANTI-TERRORIST NATIONAL GUARD, RESERVE 

Detai ls are being worked out for the National Guard and U.S. 
reserve units to train as response teams for terrorist threats in the 
United States. "It is as natural as breathing" for reserve components 
located throughout the United States and already trained to respond 
to natmal di sasters , to respond to threats or the use of chemical , bio
logical or nuclear weapons, noted one DoD official in an interview 
with Army Times. Sen. Jon L. Ky!, R-Ariz. , chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary te1rnrism subcommittee noted in a hearing that, "Terrorist 
group support networks have proliferated, reach ing not only into 
major U.S. cities but smaller towns and communities as well. " He 
based the statement on testimony from FBI and INS who reported 
increased terrorist activity in the United States, from fund-raising 
cams to in telligence gathering. 

Declared Dale L. Watson, head of the international terrorism 
operations section at the FBI, "today 's terrorists have learned from 
the successes and mistakes of terrorists that went before them. The 
ten-orists of tomorrow will have an even more dizzying array or 
weapons and technologies available to them." 

WESJ POINT'S $85 MILLION "GYM" PO'S GUARD 

Air Force Major General Edward J. Philbin , executi ve direc
tor of the Nation al Guard Associati on, has taken exception to a 
planned $85 milli on gym schedul ed for construc tion at the U.S. 
M il itary Academy at West Point, N.Y. In a memo to state adju
tants genera l, Philbin noted that $85 million was greater than the 
tota l anti cipated for National Guard military construction in fi s
cal 1999, and that there ex ists a $4 billion backlog of construction 

required by the Army and Air National Guard. Lieutenant General 
Danie l Chri stman, superin tendent of the academy, noted that the 
slated Arvi n Physical Development Center is more than a gym 
and will r:> lay a vital role developing future officers. Scheduled 
for completi on in 2003 , the complex will " teach surviva l on the 
battlefield" a long with providing courts fo r basketball , vo lleyball 
and weight li ft ing. 

BLACKBIRD RETIRES, AGAIN 

Saying it is unable to afford the $35,000 per hour operation cost, 
the USAF is again retiring the SR-71 Blackbird. Although still the 
world 's fas test (Mach 3), highest-flying plane, the Blackbird was 
never given operational mi ssions again, despite requests from the 
field for its use over Iraq where it's 85 ,000-foot ceiling wou ld make 
it immune to Iraqi missiles. Sources stated that keeping the SR-71 
flyin g might have meant that money budgeted for pet programs, 
such as unmanned aerial vehicles, wou ld be diverted to keep the 
SR-71 s in the air. 

LABOR SCRAPS NUKES 

The British Ministry of Defence has removed from service all 
free-fa ll nuclear bombs, scrappi ng a quarter of Britain 's nuclear 
arsenal and leaving the RAF wi thout a nuclear role for the first time 
in two decades. The Royal Navy 's Trident submarines are now 
Britain 's last nuclear line of defense. 

The ori ginal pledge to remove the WE-177 bombs was made in 
1995 by the previous Conservati ve government, scheduled fo r the 
end of 1998. The actual decommissioning of the bombs is ex pected 
to take up to five years. 

Meanwhile, Defence Secretary George Robinson, is considering 
plans to take the Trident subs off 24-hour patro l. 

Continued on page 12 

., .A. TAP Precision uses technologically advanced match bullets for 
' consistent first-shot accuracy. 

TAP'" PRECISION'" 
When lives depend 
on a single shot 

sniper, you can 
depend on Hornady's TAP Precision ammunition to 

deliver the surgical strike needed. TAP 
Precision matches Hornady's newest 
boattail hollow point match-grade 
bullets with select brass and propellant. 
The result is first-shot, long-range 
accuracy you can count on. You deserve 
ammunition as unique as the challenges 
you face: TAP from Hornady. To learn 

more, call 
1-800-338-3220, 

OUR REPUTATION RIDES ON EVERY SHOT 

Hornady Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 



2,600 scale line draw
ings of over 1,000 
revolvers, 1,300 pis
tols and over 100 of 
today's most effective 
cartridges. Photos. 
Illustrations. 
1784 $29.95 

0653 $24.95 

For Impact, Range, 

Have you got what it 
takes to command 
armor and infantry in 
harm's way? Here's 
an interactive, tactical 
decision exercise that 
helps you find out. 
3830 $17.95x 

One sure-fire way gets you 
to~-calibetr books-the kind you won't 
spot in bGokstores. Set your sights on 

Sniping rifles from barrel 
to buttplate. Information 
on sighting systems, 
photos, illustrations and 
more. 88 photos, 58 
illustrations. 
0489 $22.95 

The Military Book Club~ 

Prncllcal MarUal Ans 

SPECIAL 

'F·~1~ -~~.--:r: 
;,'~·--:2~~ / .t f-:;, '-_; .. 

-;::.._ :: - .;.::....:....: 
r •William Beaver 

Learn from a pro 
how to hold your 
own on a battle
field or the average 
city street. 58 
photos. 
1180 $16.95x 

They fight for cash, 
not country. Follow 
a group of interna
tional mercenaries 
into combat in 
war-torn Bosnia. 
Photos. 
0463 $15.99x 

A terrifying look at 
Japanese Biological 
Warfare between 
1932-45, and the 
unbelivable U.S. 
coverup. 25 photos. 
1032 $18.95x 

~-----~ 

The complete history of 
black globes and golden 
wings-the men and 
warplanes of Marine Corps 
aviation, since 1912. 
Illustrations, photos. 
3806 $34.95 

0471+ $24.95 4077+ $1 5.00 0117+ $17.95x 3434 $23.00 2410 $29.95 0265 $31 .95 

The 
PETER R. SENICH 

~~~~~ 
Program -

riGl~l'li 
. 

'IUUGH! 
Ncthrrglo&st!Vih:i&d:! 

'1'0:11 FITZGF.llAIJI 

0992 $17.95x 3111 +$14.95x 3350 $25.00 0547 $17.95x 3988+ $14.95x 0307++$16.95x 3871+ $39.95 4101-9999* $59.95 2584 $15.95x 

2782 $22.95x 0950-9999*$22.95x 0281 $23.00 1610$18.95x 2808 $22.95 0703++$24.00 2436 $18.95x 2055 $17.95x 1149+ $21.95 

4515 $29.95 1693 $23.00 3301 $15.95x 0661-9999* $29.95 0604 $19.95x 0240+ $22.95 0448 $25.00 1289 18.95 1123 $39.95 

10 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE "" SEPTEMBER 1998 



Accuracy ... Use the .98 

Former Defense Sec. 
Weinberger uses his 
experience and 
insight to create 
some very chilling 
"what if" scenarios. 
Maps; tech specs; 
detailed appendixes. 
0083 $27.50 

Sixty-three men 
came to Parris Island 
to become Marines. 
Not all of them made 
it. This is the first
rate story of boot 
camp, Platoon 3086, 
the Marine Corps
and America. 
1768 $24.00 

Everything you need to 
know about combat shot
guns, including ammo, 
accessories, tactics and 
more. Illustrations; 
diagrams. 
0976+ $21.95 

Celebrate the legends 
and leaders, battles 
large and small , and 
proud record of the 
world 's premier fighting 
force: The U.S. Marine 
Corps. Illustrated. 
0273 $35.00 

What does it feel 
like to look down 
a sight at your 
human target? 
This unique book 
uses first-hand 
accounts to 
describe the 

_:___r----, A CIA recon 
commando 
reveals the 
details of his 
top-secret 
missions in SE 
Asia. The 
behind-the
lines action 
rivals any 

"" training of a 
sniper and his 

""'---=== effectiveness. ...__ _ __,fiction. 

Detailed, close-up 
photos and illustra
tions of everything 
from 16th-century 
Halberds to 19th-cen
tury Winchester rifles. 
180 full-color and 
B&Wphotos. 
3319+ $1 9.95x 

1776 $24.95 

Riveting pictorial history 
follows Hitler from his 
early days to the final 
hours in his Berlin 
bunker. Over 500 pho
tos, including scores of 
rare shots from the col
lection of his valet. 
1735 $21.95x 

The 

=i· 
War 
St~pben f. ltufau 
llauhllOttDu -

Compiled with 
respect by a 1 oth 
DAN Master, this 
is essentially how 
Sun Tzu defined 
the art of martial 
strategy 2,000 
years ago. 
3418+ $16.95x 

3160+ $19.95 0422+ $15.95x 2667 $24.95x 0562 $22.95 1305 $12.95x 4127$11 .95x 0372+ $21.95 0166+ $25.00 

0901+$18.95x 0711 $24.95 5546 $12.95x 2451++$19.95x 2790 $29.95 4580 $24.95 4309 $27.95 2493 $34.95 0737-9999* $22.95x 

1 REASONS TO JOIN NOW:uoining is easy. Just choose r.=:-:=------.....,~;;;;_ ~,--;.,,-;-M;a;B;k 7iu-;; - - - - - "P1e7se-;r;;; b;;°ok" , 
4 books for 98e. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when mem- 6550 East JOth street numbers here· 
bership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you 're not happy with P.O. Box 6357 
your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be r=-==-~=-'='-=--' 
canceled; you' ll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 40% off publishers' hardcover edi- www.MilitaryBookClub.com 

Indianapolis, IN 46206·6357 

lion prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low Club prices during YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to 
your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra bonus! the risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 
Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your mem- BOOKS I've indicated. Bill me just 98~ . plus shipping and handling. 
bership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you up to 
17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of alternate 
books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find anywhere else. Every book 
we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size to fit special 
presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a year with super selections and more dis
counts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured Book Selections are sent to you automati
cally. To cancel-{)r order other books-simply mail in your Member Reply Form or 
contact our Web site by the marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where 
applicable) is added to each order. You' ll always have 1 O days to decide. If your 
Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books arrive, please return them at our 
expense. 7. Easy Ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site: 
www.MilitaryBookClub.com 
• Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Sottcover ++Fiction 

Prices shown are for publishers' hardcover editions. 
Club hardcover editions save you up to 40%. 

Prices shown were current at press time. 
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If you're under 18, 
your parent must sign here: 
SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now (write book number) 42 
and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me I I I If you select a book that 
an added $4.99, plus shipping and handlin9.. . . . counts as 2 choices, 
(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) PS043 96 r;~t~~~ ~~~~e~if~t~~: 

Mr./Mrs. row of boxes and 9999 in 
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Address _________________ Apt. ____ _ 
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GENERAL USE WITH AN EASY ONE-HAND OPENING 

THUMB STUD. THE 350 IS A SMALL, PRECISE MARVEL THAT 

WEIGHS ONLY TWO OUNCES AND FOLDS TO JUST 4.1 INCHES. 

BENCH~DE. 
HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD. 

OREGON CITY, OREGON • 1-800-800-7427 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.benchmade.com 

Bulletin Board 
Continued from page 9 

RANCHERS SUE USAF, 
LUFTWJIFFE 

A group of West Texas landowners has 
fi led suit in Federal District Court in 
Pecos, Texas, against the USAF and 
German LL!fiwaffe, to protest plans for 
law-altitude fighte r je t training over their 
property. Most of the proposed fl ights 
would include various U.S. fi ghters and 
bombers and German Tornado fighters 
based out of Holloman Air Force Base, in 
New Mex ico, where the Germans have a 
long-term lease. The fli ghts are expected 
to make a wide loop, pass ing through the 
Davis Mountain region and then into 
southern New Mex ico. The landowners 
are seeking an inj unction that would stop 
the proposed fl ights, c laiming that such 
fli ghts would disrupt area ranching and 
ad versely affect wildlife. 

AUSSIE VIET VETS SUFFER 
CANCER 

According to a recently published 
Australian government study, certain types of 
cancer among Australia's Vietnam War veter
ans, and spina bifida among their chi ldren, 
are I 0-times above the national average. 

The study, leaked to the Daily 
Te legraph, showed the incide nce of 
leukemi a and cancers of the colon, skin, 
neck and prostate among those who sur
vived Vietnam is up to three times that 
found in the general population. Their 
children are three times more likely to be 
born with bi rth defects. 

The study, which examined the health of 
some 40,000 Australian Vietnam vets, also 
found discovered depressive di sorders 
occurring at three to four times the national 
average, and a rate of suicide among their 
children that was fi ve times higher. Panic 
attacks were also a common complaint. The 
study linked the illnesses to dioxin, which 
occurred as an impurity in the defoliant 
Agent Orange, widely used by U.S. forces 
in Vietnam. · 

11th ARMORED CAV, VIETNAM
CAMBODIA 

Reunion in New Orleans, 6-9 August. 
POC: Robert Hoyt, phone: 504-386-3229; 
check out home page www. I I thCavNam. 
com; or e-mail ARMOR! LACR @aol.com; 
or fax: 8 17-868-0073. 

HEDSUPPACT-SAIGON, 
NSA SAIGON, DANANG; 
NSF DANANG 

Reunion in Richmond, Ya. 5-7 Feb 1999. 
POC: Ron Edgington, phone: 2 15-869-
8 167; or Box 36781, Richmond, VA 23235-
801 6. ~ 
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• 10 DAlS 
• MOSCOW, KIEY, ODESSA, 

ST. PETERSBURG, RIGA 
• 600-1000 IADIES 
Picture yourself surrounded by 
hundreds of enchanting ladies
all looking for a man like youl 
Ifs inaedibly tnlel Don't just 

dream about it ... actually find 
the Wly of your dreams on a 
European Connections Tourl 

44 SUCCESSFUL 
TOURS 
SINCE 1992 

We are renowned throughout the former USSR-some of the loveliest 
ladies in Russia, Ukraine and beyond eagerly attend our tour receptions. 

From our photocatalogs and videos, it's obvious we emphasize quality 
over quantity. Only one of 23 applicants is selected-students, doctors, 
engineers, ballet dancers, artists, teachers
highly educated and cultured ladies, with 
their feet on the ground, unpretentious, 
and wanting nothing more than to have 
a good, stable and loving family with 
a decent man. 

You don't have to be rich, 
handsome, famous or lucky to 
have a beautiful, devoted wife. 
Simply enter the European 
Connections network and be 
introduced to thousands of the 
loveliest ladies on the planet! 

I V I D E 0 S Filmed live! The lovely ladies of Russia & Ukraine. I 

EUROPEAJ) COT)T)ECCions, inc. 
"World's Largest and Most Complete Service" 

Dept. 384 • P.O. Box 88885 1 • Atlanta , GA 30356 • www.euro ladies .com 
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7, THE PERFECT NUMBER 

Plenty of Mile High City second-guessers are worming out of 
the woodwork tossing out righteous accusations that Denver 
Broncos QB John Elway (number 7 on his jersey, but number J in 
our hearts) snubbed Bubba at the recent White House gathering 
Slick had convened nearly six months after the big dance to honor 
the Super Bowl champs. John, it seems, opted to rehab his " twisted 
knee" on a Denver golf course rather than trade jockular quips with 
the prez amid the staged East Room gala, attended by "straight 
arrows" Colorado Governor Roy Romer, Freddie Pena, and assort
ed other politicos, hangers-on and, perhaps, aspiring interns. 

Elway is taking some major heat - even more so than when 
Howie Long and his Raiders of The Lost Rulebook were flushing 
him from the pocket - over 
his PC-perceived social faux 
pas. Whether he has post-grid
iron political aspirations is 
anyone's guess, but let's be 
candid: The guy did the correct 
thing. John's slapping palms 
and trading one-liners with 
Slick after the damage he's 
done to the office of president 
(not including the Oval Office 
carpet) would have appalled 
many true traditionalists who 
would, even now, catapult No. 
7 into the office of his choice 
in a heartbeat. Johnny, we 
heartily applaud thee! 

A SLICK FlASHBACK 
William Jefferson Clinton, 

as prez and guv, has left a 
truckload of wounded, dead, 
and tainted souls in his political wake: Vince Foster, killed by an 
apparent bloodless bullet wound; Barry Seale, coke-pilot-turned
good-guy, who ratted out some of Bill's hot dog, beer and ball-game 
buds in regard to the Mena, Ark. guns-for-coke operation which, 
we' re told, is some paranoid Bircher's recurring hallucination. 
Barry got blown away in Baton Rouge for his trouble. 

Forget his sexual antics , Clinton's political and NWO high
wire act is wearing thin. He's now into the fourth quarter of his 
admin istration pandering to the same "greed is good" Gordon 
Gekko-types with whom he's always associated. Now, though, 
B ill isn 't just courting the Dixie Mafia, but international high
rollers. He is dispatching American troops to parched and barren 
hot spots where locals barely have control of the wheel, in order 
to shore up existing and looming corporate interests. He is bail
ing out this ' n' that Far East currency, while veterans rot away in 
VA hospitals, active-duty troops subsist on sub-standard equip
ment and pay, homeless men, women, and kids are on the street, 
and the drug war moves into its second expens ive decade with no 
win in sight. But we must be " internationalist" in mind set, right? 
You know, the g lobal village. 

~BOOMIDWN" BAKU: CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE? 
Since 1991 , the "Great Game," Part II has been well underway 

in central Asia in and around the landlocked Caspian Sea, with 
Baku, Azerbaijan, the headquarters for the region's largest oil con-
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sortium led by Amoco and British Petroleum. This means competi
tion for Russia and Iran who prefer that future pipelines be con
structed over their territory so they can extract healthy cuts, or shut 
off the flow at their whim. The "American" solution? Multiple oi l 
and gas pipelines running from Turkmenistan and Kazakstan (where 
Chevron will dump in $20 billion) to Baku, and then on to the 
Mediterranean. 

Sounds great, but who's gonna pony up the bucks to buy the 
politica l influence in order to get the official nod to build these 
pipe lines? Check out financier Roger Tamraz, who kicked in 
$300,000 to Democratic Party causes in order to gain White 
House access to Jay out his grandiose plans. Oh, yes, Tamraz' s 
outfit, Oil Capital (OCL), just happens to be associated with the 
China National Petroleum Company (CNPC) as a major 

investor (rumors say $10 bil
li on), and employs one 
William Lofgren, former 
Director of Operations fo r the 
CIA in Central Asia. You don ' t 
suppose thi s is one reason 
Clinton is kissing the butts of 
the Communist Chinese by 
sending them vital military and 
technical materi e l, thereby 
admitting China as a major 
player in global petroleum and 
high-tech manufacturing 
sweepstakes? 

Clinton, however, has plenty 
of company in the likes of Dick 
Cheney, Lloyd Bentsen, John 
Sununu, and Zbigniew Brzezin
ski , all of whom are in the hard 
scramble for profits, busy lick
ing the boots of foreign lobby
ists at the expense of U.S. secu
rity interests. 

Lest you feel tinges of sympathy for the seeming ly ignored 
Russians, don't. The rumor mill also says that Tamraz's OCL is 
also associated with Nordex and Gergori Louchanski , the multi
billion-dollar KGB criminal organization. I think loyalty oaths to 
the United States - and a thorough public airing of former politi
cians' employment by, and earnings from , foreign firms is way 
past due. 

One wonders which cushy board of director's chair awaits Slick 
upon his exit from D.C. 

ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 
We'd better mount an effective offensive - and quick! 

Clinton and hi s pals are devouring the carcass of this o nce
respected country and turning it into a cheesy brothel where 
any person, any service, and any item is for sa le to the highest 
bidder. 

The tenacity and toughness of true Americans will be put to the 
severest of tests over the next couple of years. 

The United States will e ither rid itself of these political whores 
who would turn it into a New World Order theme park, or suffer the 
bitterest of consequences. 

We have the persistence and the will to toss off the yoke of per
verted politics, and together we shall get it done. We have done it 
before. If you doubt that, you ' re already an inmate of Slick and 
Hillary's one-world asylum. ~ 
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Careening down a dark road, somewhere in the Dominican 
Republic, I was in the back seat of a car doing 80 kilometers 
an hour, with a .45 pointed at my head, trying to figure out 

how I got into this dilemma. Was it the lure of high-risk security 
work or was it my passion for dancing salsa and merengue with 
those incredibly beautiful senoritas that prompted my fourth visit to 
the island of Hispaniola, the same Caribbean paradise that brought 
the world Haiti? 

Minutes before, I was in a bar called El Batey (The Sugar Mill), 
an open-air disco in the town of San Pedro De Macoris, about an 
hour east of Santo Domingo. This was my third day in-country to 
check out employment opportunities with an American security 
company. I had just arrived at the club with a 23-year-old muchacha 
whom I had managed to fascinate with my dancing on a previous 
visit. It was early, about 2100 hours, as we stepped onto the empty 

r. 

dance floor and began a syncopated pattern of_turns - then caress
es - to the tropical uninhibited-tempoed salsa. As I glided across 
the floor with the senorita, I could sense the unmistakable, but not 
surprising, feeling of someone staring. Most locals are completely 
amazed to find a gringo who can dance salsa. Returning to our table 
as the song ended, we ordered another round of cu.ba fibres as the 
observer approached our table. He was a tough-looking hombre 
with a police radio in his hand and a revolver stuffed down the front 
of his pants, normal "Juan Law" appearance in this impoverished 
Caribbean nation, still the potential powder keg that it was in 1965 
when U.S . Marines battled in the squalid streets of Santo Domingo. 
In this country, anything of value is openly guarded with a shotgun. 

Not many speak English here and this guy didn ' t either, rattling 
off in Spanish that he was a policeman and wanted to see the papers 
for the rental car that was parked outside. 

The merengue music faded as we walked out to check the regis
tration. There, another hostile-looking bastard with an M1911 .45 
pistol poking out of his pants loitered next to the car as I unlocked 
it and pulled out the papers from the rental agency. As guy number 
one reviewed the papers, he explained that someone with a car like 
mine had run over a person on a motorcycle and fled. We (my girl 
included) would be required to go to the police station for question
ing -Ahora mismo! (Right now!) 

Upon their direction, I began driving down the road with the girl 
in the front seat next to me and /os dos policia in the rear. It 's times 
like this that one begins to contemplate the kind of justice to be 
expected in a Third-World banana republic such as this. I've seen 
Dominican jails , and most Norteamericanos wouldn ' t want to live 
in this country, much less do time in a Dominican lockup. 

The hombres in the back began to shout orders and directions 
with the kind of intolerance that made me wonder what this would 
be like if I didn 't comprehend Spanish. 

About 3 kilometers down the road, I was ordered to stop the 
vehicle. They got out and the guy on my side swung open my door 
and put a .45 in my face. They shoved the girl and me into the back 
seat and got in with us. Two other guys materialized from nowhere, 
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Author and the muchacha dancing salsa in the Dominican 
Republic on "kidnap night." 
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hopped in the front, and off we went. My plans for the perfect 
evening began to sour when the guy on my left ripped off my watch 
and began to rummage unopposed through my pockets. While this 
guy helped himself to everything I owned, the guy on the other side 
began to take liberties with my dance partner that I found to be flat 
out offensive. I'll never forget the sound of that girl begging not to 
be raped. Meanwhile, my guy was becoming super pissed because 
he thought a Norteamericano should be carrying much more than 
the 1,200 pesos (about $100) I had on me. 

I've always marveled at bullshitters who could depict with 
accuracy how they would handle this sort of thing, but I maintain 
that one never really knows how they will perform in a combat sit
uation until they're neck-deep in it. Feeling the barrel of the .45 
against my head, I began to weigh my options, of which there 
weren 't many. There were four hostiles, each bigger and younger 
than I, and all armed. Although an escape attempt wasn ' t out of 
the question, starting a fistfight in a compact car carrying six peo
ple offered no advantage. 

Our dialogue began to deteriorate further as the boys made it 
known that they took a dim view of a gringo dancing with a 
mu.chacha. They were now flipping up the race card , and making it 
clear that I was going to die that night. I made my hurried peace 
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with Dios (God) and, strangely, felt some 
real satisfaction that I at least had 46 good 
years. But I then felt pity for the girl. 
Although her fate was not spelled out as 
clearly as mine, I knew her demise would be 
a long-suffering one, as I focused on the 
eyes of the deranged sonofabitch violently 
trying to tear her clothes off. I had a low 
sinking feeling at the prospect that my last 
act on earth would be to watch a rape with a 
pistol to my head. 

The car skidded to a stop on the side of 
a desolate road. Pulled out of the car, my 
hands tight on the trunk and a gun at my 
temple, my pockets were again searched 
for anything missed. Then attention turned 
to the girl, all eight hands preoccupied 
with her body for the moment. At this 
point, I felt that I could have grabbed a pis
tol. But was there a round in the chamber, 
and was the safety "On" or "Off?" Think! 
A close-proximity gunfight with the girl in 
the middle. No way. 

The minuscule degree of hope sank even 
deeper when I learned the plan was to take 
us back in the woods. One could only spec
ulate on the horror to take place that neces
sitated this next stage of our journey. 
Laughing and giggling a few steps behind 
us, they pushed us through shoulder-high 
grass on the side of the road. Wading and 
stumbling through the darkness, I took 
another step but couldn't go forward. I was 
up against a concertina-wire fence obscured 
by the tall grass. 

The razor-sharp wire cut the legs of the 
panicked girl trying to climb over it. In a con
tinuous motion, I pushed her ass up and over, 
grabbed the top wire with the same hand and 
flung myself over like an Olympic champ. 
Youth was not an asset in this adventurer's 
arsenal that night, but the only part of me that 
touched that fence was my left hand and right 
foot - both on the top wire. 

I knew if we had a headstart into the jun
gle they would never catch this Vietnam vet 
but, then again, I never sprinted through 
tropical landscape at midnight with a girl in 
high-heels. 

When she fell I was about 10 paces 
ahead. One of the most difficult things to do 
in this world is to start running back toward 
the guys with the guns. 

But chivalry was alive that night. I 
rushed back, picked her up, and dragged 
her. Beyond the fence, confused faces 
assessed the situation. 

Obviously, they didn 't have the motiva
tion to negotiate the tangled concertina. At 
that moment, I would have traded every
thing in this world for an M16. Few things 
seemed to offer as much pleasure as putting 
rounds into their faces. 

As I gripped her and ran, I couldn't have 
felt less heroic but· more like a competitor in 
a potato-sack race, as we bolted for freedom 
and survival in the Caribbean darkness. 

Although Frank Bergmaier is 
involved in real estate deals on the East 
Coast, he stops short of offering time
shares in the D.R. ~ 
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SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
11The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter· 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
•Rare and scarce antiques. 
• American-Italian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 

A MUST for All switchblade fans! 
•Packed with FIRST -CLASS photos 
•Maintenance & repair tips 
•Free classified ads 
•The LATEST trends 
•Informative articles and features 

TO ORDER YOURS: send $10. for a single issue or $30. 
[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 
2269 Chestnut St., Suite 212-A 
San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 

EFFECTIVE 
STEROID 

REPLACERS 
Build Muscle Mass and Strength 

Leading Steriod Replacer Build Mass and Lose Fat 
High Gains in muscle mass and strength have 
been reported from Boron users. Completely legal 
and no side effects. Gains won't be as good as 
steroids for most, but response is great and lifters 
are coming back for more. The extra edlie. Boron. 
BORON 3 month cycle #55u01 $15.95 

Now available without Prescription 
D.H.E.A. This remarkable nutrient has shown extra-

Human Growth Honnone increases lean mass 
and decreases body fa1. The ingredients GH 
Power Formula have been proven to naturally 
increase Growth Hormone levels up 10 700% in 
90 minutes. GH levels still 300% higher 8 hours 
later. Get the hard look with GH Power Formula. 
GH POWER FORMULA 90 Tabs #55024 $24.95 
GH POWER FORMULA 180Tabs #55025 $44.95 

The Ultimate Mass Formula 
ordinary resulls in athletes. New studies have shown Gel Big Now! Combine all of the bes I Power for-
thal D.H.E.A. is an effective way lo increase mus- mulas for Ultimate gain . Boron, 
cle mass in both men and women while providing Dibencozide,Yohimbe, Smilax, & Mega Aminos 
additional strength. Try JTR 's D.H.E.A. To9ay. in a huge 60 day cycle. Guaranteed Size. Get it 
D.H.E.A. 90 Caps 50 mg. #55034 $ 19.9) all with the Mass Fom1ula. At a 30% savings. 
D.H.E.A. 180 Caps 50 mg. #55035 $34.95 MASS FORMUL A 60 Day Cycle #55050 89.95 

All PRO BODY Power Formulas are 100% GUARANTEED or your money back 

Free 
Catalog 

CALL 1-800-962-4 769 ask for dept. #118 

Toll free - 24 hours - 7 days 
Send to: JTR Labs - 4069 Wedgeway Ct. , Dept #118 - St. Louis, MO 

For questions and local orders call 314-739-7551 

Name (as on card): --------------------
Address: __________________ Apt. #: __ _ 

City: -------------- State: Zip: 
Phone #: 

Card #: Exp: _ /_ 
~-;:::======:::::;====:::::;====,_-=:.~==~ 

Product Order # Qty Price Total SEND TO: JTR Labs 
4069 Wedgeway Ct. - dept. # I 18 
Earth City, MO 63045 

IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMAT ION 
-Foreign Orders add 25% if 101al in US fonds 
-Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico acid $7.00 
-COD orders add $5.00 (Priority Mail) 
-Dealer Inquires Welcome 

Sub Total 
Shipping $5.00 

Missouri add x .05975 
Olher 

TOTAL 

1 7 





""Cobra'' Camping & Survival Tool 

These days, it seems as if everybody is making specialty knives: 
Compasses in the pommel, Farsi dictionaries etched on the blades, 
bells, whistles and barometers. There are those folks who feel they 
need, to borrow a song line from late SOF staffer, Green Beret, and 
songwriter Barry Sadler, " ... a hip knife, boot knife, side knife ... 
and a little bitty one - combination flare gun, dinner set and gen
uine police whistle." Somewhere along the line, function sometimes 
melds into fantasy. 

While strolling the aisles at the 1998 SHOT Show in Las Vegas, 
we spotted a rather large dude standing on an evil-looking hook
shaped, fat black blade that was bridged over a pair of two-by-fours. 
It looked like a cross between a knife, brush hook, hand axe and 
machete. We just had to check out The Cobra. 

A compact 16 inches overall, this tool sports a 10-3/4-inch :l( 4-
3/8-inch wide, !4-inch thick, 1075 high-carbon, spring steel blade. 
The blade tang runs the entire length of the high-impact, polypropy
lene handle to reduce impact vibration to a bare minimum. The 
super-tough black Tiolon (TM) finish withstands immersion in salt 
water for 4,000 hours, as well as 100% concentrations of JP4, brake 
and hydraulic fluids for 1,500 hours with no degradation of coating 
function (contact Bay Knife Co. for full tech specs). 

The uses of this tool are only limited by your imagination and 
your understanding of basic tool functions. During a wide variety of 
SOF field tests, a 4-inch pine tree was felled and a 12 x 12-inch hole 

was dug in dry, rocky ground - each in one minute. Tent pegs were 
cut, driven, and pulled out with The Cobra. Barbed wire and nails 
were cut. If you can think of it, you can probably do it with this tool. 
From dressing and quartering large game to serving as a survival 
weapon, The Cobra is an all-around workhorse that has found a per
manent place in this writer's field gear. 

Currently in use by professional guides and bush pilots in Alaska 

SLiC Mount 
Sling and Flashlight 

Attachment 

F .l.R.E. System for AR15/M16 
Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement (F.l.R.E.) 

Multiple Aperture Device (MAD) A2 Integrated Rear Iron Sight 

Scout F.l.R.E. Rail 

Front Flip Up Sight 

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR NEW BROCHURE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LA TEST PRODUCT INFORMA T/ON 

Visit Our Web Site 
www.gggaz.com 

Email us at 
gggaz@aol.com 

GG&G 
Manufacturer of Fine Mounting Systems and 
Professional Tactical Weapon Accessories 

3602 East 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85713 

Phone: 520-748-7167 Fax: 520-748-7583 
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. NEW FOR 98 If You BLOCK In A Fight ......... . 

You're Training In The ~"'Ultimate Lie,'' 
Find Out How Over 30,000 Fighters 

Found The .... Ultimate Truth''!!! 
When I was ordered into combat I wanted nothing but the Truth!!! I wanted a.fighting 

system that had no limitations. That's why I guarantee his system to be the Ultimate Truth!! 
I Came Home! Don't bet your life on the LIE of defensive sport-fighting, You'll need more for 
today's· streets-

If you're reading this in a public area, look around, if you 
were to be jumped by some thug with a knife, club or 
gun would you know what to do? What if you're with 

your wife, girlftiend or child could you protect them? Not if 
you've been trained in the 'arts' or any other fighting system 
you read about in this magazine. 

Yeah, I know you've bad training and some of you 
have become very good at your chosen martial art, sport
fighting or even the half-assed streetfighting your uncle or 
buddy (the one who did 'time' in 'the joint') showed ya 

But guys, you're kidding yourself if you think that stuff 
will save your life in a real fight You know, the type of hein
ous brawl you read about, where you get jumped unaware 
and "unprepared" by multiple scumbags with weapons. 

Do you really think you can use all that 'grappling' 
garbage in a multi-fight with weapons? While you're trying 
to get one dirtbag to 'tap out,' his buddies are doing the 
"Riverdance" on your head, knees and balls. And why? 
Because 

You Fight Like You 'frain 
If you're training in any sport-fighting scenario use 

'blocks' or defensive moves you are in BIG trouble if your 
life is on the line. &pecially if your training doesn't seam
lessly integrate weapons (knives, clubs and firearms). Why? 
Because all these systems you read about or train in now are 
not designed for life and death struggles. They are for sport 
or non-lethal purposes. Some may claim to be for lethal pur
poses but they are a joke. No one trains for this because no 
one can competently and quickly train you: To kill your 
attacker (or attackers) who are trying to kill you. If you 
are training for 'artistic' or physical conditioning purposes 
only, stop reading this article now! Only if you are interested 
in true fighting ability, attaining the true confidence to face 
any violent situation regardless of the threat if you want to 
learn the true meaning of... 

''Ultimate Fighting'' 
Then you need to listen to this story. It's 1968, in coun

try Vietnam an 18-year old US Army soldier is in a brutal 
fire fight He turns in the middle of the battle to see 4 raging 
VC soldiers 20 feet away charging straight at him! He 
immediately attacks and they fall into a ditch. In less than 20 
seconds one man emerged from under that pile of dead bod
ies, that man was Jerry Peterson, 173~ Airborne, 'Charlie' 
Company. 

He spent 15 months in that highly decorated unit as 
point man. What he learned in that jungle war was, that if 
you hesitate or go defensive in combat you die! If he had 
tried to use his M-16 with those 4 VC he would have died 
because he knew he needed to kill them in close quarters 
with his hands if he was to survive. 

This is true ultimate fighting gents, two guys preparing 
for months to enter into a ring with a referee, to make sure 
no one 'cheats' in a 'no holds barred' event, is a sport! 
Jerry's combat experience proved this and he spent the next 
20 years researching all fighting arts and systems. (Looking 
for the science of human conflict) During the war he had 
met some of the best Asian fighters in the world yet he was 
astonished to find not one 'Guru' or any martial art truly 
trained for lethal situations. 

Back in the states he met most of the 'legends' of the 

US martial arts community and not one man none taught true 
lethal fighting. Why? They simply didn't have the knowl
edge! Oh, they had some good moves and some correct 
movements in their techniques but none taught a complete 
system of fighting. That's when Jerry took his combat proven 
knowledge and createed his 100% effective complete fight
ing system. This system, called SCARS® (Special Combat 
Aggressive Reactionary Systems) was closely held informa
tion until 1993. But I'm jumping ahead, lets go back to 1987 
when SCARS was discovered by the US Navy SEAL;. You 
might like to hear how SCARS became 

The First Required Official Hand-to
Hand/Hand-to-Weapon System in 

US Navy SEAL Training 
The Navy SEALs, have the reputation of being the 

toughest 'commandos' in the US Special Operations 
Community. In 1987, a special group was created at Naval 
Special Warfare Command (US Navy SEAL Headquarters) 
located in Coronado, CA. This groups mission was to stan
dardire hand to hand/hand to weapon training for the worlds 
most elite commandos. They tested every martial art and 
'combat' system for it's effectiveness in the true ultimate 
fight COMBAT. Every system or 'art' tested was rejected as 
being NOT combat capable. This includes but is not limited to: 
Brazilian or Japanese jujitsu, JKD, TKD, Hapkido, KF, 
Muy-Thai a/,ong with a number of''wannabes" promoted in 
this magazine making claims they wm some sort of official 
trainers of the SEALs. 

Then they met Jerry Peterson and saw the devastating 
power of the SCARS program. Jerry dealt with the SEAL, 
at their level and with his extensive combat record his credi
bility soared above any of the wannabes the SEALs had seen 
before. What really impressed the SEALs was that SCARS 
was created with ... 

100% Scientific Principles Which 
You Easily Learn and Instantly Gain An 

"Unfair Advantage" 
In combat there is no room for error. If this system 

didn't work 'good men would die' and being a combat vet 
that was totally unacceptable to Jerry. As effective as SCARS 
proved to be, they were even more blown away by the 
Qffensive Mindset Jerry trains in conjunction with SCARS. 
This mindset gives you the ability to strike first even if your 
attacker moves first! The combination of the mental and 
physical training in the SCARS Program resulted in the 
SEALs immediately funding the SCARS Project. Jerry creat
ed an instructor course that produced over 200+ combat 
SCARS Instructors. These SCARS certified SEAL instruc
tors have taught SCARS to every type of Special Ops Unit: 
Green Berets, Air Force Para-Rescue; USMC Force RECON, 
even members of the ultra-elite DELTA and SEAL Team 6 
counterterrorist units, the best of the best. These operators 
have seen every system imaginable and yet SCARS is the 
only system ever given credentials from the Dept of Defense 
and issued course numbers. And lately, even some SEAL's, 
have hodgepodged some techniques together and tried to say 
their garbage is official training for the SEALs. Just ask any 
other system or instructor in this magazine if they have an 
official course number from CNET (The US Navy's 

Credential Authority). You know what their answer is? NO! 
So you're saying 'that's great for the SEALs but how 

is that going to help me?' Since 1993, over 30,000 fighters 
like you, have switched to SCARS. They like you, were dis
satisfied with the effectiveness of what they learned in mar
tial arts and sport-fighting. They like you, were uneasy on 
the violent streets of today's world and were searching for 
what was missing in their training. They wanted the secrets 
revealed to them about real fighting and SCARS delivered. 
And they learned .... 

Why You Must Know How To Kill 
With Your Hands 

Most martial arts and sportfighters dance around the 
issue of lethal force. They try to explain you must be a 
'defensive' fighter in this day and age with all the legal 
issues. They are horrified by anyone who would dare to 
open the curtain to expose the glaring lie they try to sell you 
that it is not important to train for a lethal (kill or be killed) 
situation. Yet, if you look at any 'art' or 'style' a knowledge
able person will see MANY potential LETHAL strikes, 
chokes, leverages, throws or kicks, yet it is never pointed 
out to the student. 

Ask any lawyer whether you could say you didn't 
know that strike would kill the drunk who was hassling you 
in the bar? Wouldn't it be great to have the training and con
fidence to .... 

Be Able To Handle Any Violent 
Situation: ''Lethal And Non-Lethal" 

SCARS gives you the supreme ability to simply brush 
aside that annoying drunk at the bar yet be able to instantly 
take out that seemingly 'hannless' drunk when he suddenly 
pulls a knife. Guys, you never know when it is going to 
happen but the odds are you are going to face a life threat
ening conflict in your lifetime. Be prepared easily and 
quickly for your most nightmarish situation. I mean hope
fully you'll never have to use this special information but 
think of the quiet confidence you 'II possess having the 
SCARS arsenal at your disposal. That's why you must call 
and get your ... 

Free Special Report Which Reveals 
The Lethal Side Of Hand-To-Hand 

And Modern Weapons They 
Don't Want You To Have 

Hey, we can't tell you everything in one page. Call for 
our free special report and get the NEW details from US 
Navy SEAL, SWAT Officers and other pro's about SCARS 
and more importantly from the over 30,000 guys just like 
you who made the switch to SCARS and can finally have 
the training and confidence to handle any violent situation. 
What do you have to lose? It's free, plus you can call 24 hrs 
a day and hear our FREE recorded message. You owe it to 
yourself to get this free Special Report and decide for your
self if SCARS is really as good as the US Navy SEALs, 
Law Enforcement Professionals and over 30,000 former 
martial artists say it is? Can you really afford not to make 
this call right now and start becoming one of the few peo
ple on earth who possess this essential information. 

Call Now 1-800-827-1239 
24:hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
Special Report. International, call 602-437-3143. 

Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 



and Canada, The Cobra has met the muster of law-enforcement and 
military SpecOps troops. For those who need a compact, rugged, 
hard work.ing, mul ti-purpose cutting/chopping/digging/pounding 
work or survival tool , we know of none better than The Cobra. It 
belongs in your ruck. Weighjng in at 27 ounces, The Cobra comes 
with a heavy-duty, padded nylon sheath (leather sheath $ 17 .00 
extra) and is ava ilable for only $63.00 plus $4.00 S&H from the 
Bay Knife Company, Dept. SOF, 39830 Grand Ri ver, Suite B- 1 C, 
Nov i, MI 48375-2 l02; Phone: 1-800-471-909 1 or 248-47 1-3450; 
fax: 248-471-5757. 

- R.L. Sherrow 

Colt's Tactical Combat Knife 

Last month we reviewed the excellent M9 bayonet E ick.horn
Solingen makes fo r the M 16 and other rifles with a s imilar bayo
net mounting arrangement. For centuries, Eick.horn 's name has 
been associated wi th qu ality cutlery, no doubt a consideration at 
Co lt 's Manu fac turing when they dec ided to have Eick.horn make 
the CTCK exclusively for them. Nearly 40 nations depend on 
Eick.horn for military cutlery, so Colt is in good company. 

The CTCK is more useful than others of similar fo rm, as addi
tional appropri ate functions are cleverly engineered into the design. 
Appropriate ancillary functions on a knife may include any item 
that might prove useful in the kni fe's antic ipated arena, which does 
not interfere with the tool 's primary function as a kni fe. Eick.horn 
may be the first to include a wire-cutting feature in the combination 
of this fighting kni Fe and its scabbard-type rigid sheath . Its pattern 
and function paralle l that on their M9 bayonet, and it is adjustable 
fo r optimal cutting force. The handle-scabbard combination are 
insulated to SOOY assuming you keep your hands free of the metal 
parts, and the knife itself is free of water or conducti ve oil. A large 
synthetic screw cap in the butt comes out to reveal a storage spot fo r 
a bottle of water purification tablets or other light survival supplies. 

- - ---------
: ~!<· ' • ' 

The back of tl1e rugged blade has an aggressive and efficient 
" universal" saw pattern (cutting on the push stroke) that cuts wood 
and even structura l aluminum very well. A bottle-cap li fter and 
wire-stripping notch are built into the hilt. 

The scabbard is equipped with a square-bar screwdriver, a black 
synthetic protecti ve cap fo r the wire-cutter assembly, a tl1ong, and a 
standard wire web-belt attachment for the frog. There is a quick.
re lease to remove the scabbard from the frog. There is even a sap
phire sharpening strip on the back of the scabbard, and the knife and 
scabbard are fun gus resistant. The scabbard and k.n ife handle are of 
a fiberglass- rein fo rced black synthetic. 

Machining is precise on the 175mm clip-point carbon-steel 
blade, and the blade is fini shed in fla t-black polymer; other metal 
parts are flat black, in what appears to be oxide-over-phosphate. 

The CTCK is a worthy multi-function tool, and when necessary, 
a weapon as good as any of its genre. 

Continued on page 73 

f' _ Here are more SOF reader favorites . ·; ~ · 

CREDIT SECRETS 

How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 

by Bob Hammond 
This expanded Credit Secrets will save you thousands 
of dollars in fees, finance charges and interest pay
ments as you learn the very latest techniques to get rid 
of debt once and for all and establish good credit. 
Discover proven tricks used by lawyers, credit coun
selors and other pros who charge handsomely for their 
services. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $15.00 

THE ART OF THE RIFLE 

by Jeff Cooper 
"Riflecraft has been completely ignored since World 
War II ," says Jeff Cooper, America's foremost rifle 
instructor. To remedy this situation, he took it upon him
self to set down the fine art of the rifle before it was lost 
forever. In his no-holds-barred style, Cooper instructs 
you in everything you need to know about shooting the 
rifle, while entertaining you with tales of marksmanship, 
combat and big-game hunting. 8 1 /2 x 11 , hardcover, 
photos, 104 pp. $29.95 

GET 
EVEN: 

GET EVEN 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people use to get 
even with big business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the simple to the elabo
rate, including more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and political dirty trick
sters. For entertainment purposes only. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, 
hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 

For a free catalog or to place a credit card order 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400 
• P.O. BOX 1307-8VI • BOULDER, CO 80306 • PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 

E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN PRESS.COM • WEB SITE WWW.PALADIN-PRESS.COM • POSTAGE AND HANDLING $5.00 PER ORDER 
,2:., .. s -~-= r_,J:..::: -:.,} 
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UNITED STATES 
Marines to upgrade: 180 AH-1 W Cobras and 100 UH-1 N Hueys to 
the 4B standard between 2004 and 2013, to last until replaced in 
2023. • Theater High Altitude Area Defense missile fai led for the fifth 
time in May tests; some $3.2 billion has been spent on THAAD so far 
... without a successful intercept. • New electronic eavesdropping 
sate ll ite Orion now in geo-stationary orbit 22,300 miles above 
India/Pakistan, can monitor communications over a third of the 
globe. • Army awards Bronze Star With Valor Device to Joe Gal loway, 
reporter who dragged three wounded Gls from line of fire in Vietnam: 
first such award to civilian by Army. 

PAKISTAN 

RUSSIA 
Troop troubles: M.ore than 4,000 soldiers deserted from army over past 
five years, acco rding to lnterfax news agency, who said more than 230 
soldiers deserted during one week of Ju ly 1997. (In re lated news, Tajik 
Defense Ministry expresses concern over illegal press-ganging of men 
into army by armed groups, denying any government sanction for this . 
An Uzbek soldier stationed on Turkmenistan border killed eight fellow 
servicemen with Kalashnikov, in dispute over rations.) • Russia's 
Military Prosecutor's Office has launched operation "Deserter, Give 
Yourself Up" to encourage deserters to su rrender (an estimated 1,500 
deserters in Moscow.alone): Some 1,600 deserters gave themselves up 
in April. • The Russian army is scheduled to RIF 80,000 officers and 
57,000 warrant officers during 1998, to meet 1999 target strength of 
1.2 million: Of those cashiered, 29% wi ll require new housing. • 
Russia's disciplinary crisis was highlighted by Defense Minister Igor 
Sergeyev's statement that law and order in armed forces is "approach
ing a critical point, not only in the number of crimes but also in their 
gravity, " also warn ing of danger of organized crime penetrating mil itary 
units.• Armed forces inspectors uncovered more than 100 acts of theft 
and embezzlement valued at 17 billion rubles ($2.7 billion) in 1997 
alone, accord ing to the chief military prosecutor's office. • Wage 
arrears to service members totaled 11 .7 billion rubles ($1 .9 billion) by 
end of Apri l. 

Goes Nuclear: A scant two weeks after India's su rpri se .w"\ 
nuclear display, Pakistan announced it detonated fi ve '!\:'·~ 
nuclear warheads, and a sixth two days later (U.S. intelli- 1--------0 
gence sources expressed doubt all warheads had indeed .K"' ·'.\__ 
detonated; Indian sources said only one Pakistani warhead ·'i71"Ji. 
had detonated). Pakistan official sources said larg est (J {;:7-
weapon was 35KT and others were about 15 KT; fina l test 
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was 15KT tactical-missile warhead. Pakistan, which had 
insisted no tests were imminent, asserts that its nuclear 
weapons program is superior to Ind ia's. Observers note, 
however, Pakistani tests included only boosted-fission 
devices, not thermonuclear or sub-cri tical devices as test
ed by India: Pakistan states it could have detonated ther
monuclear device if it wanted to. 

EGYPT 
Has been ottered 50 Avenger air-defense vehi
cles (Humvees with Singers) by Pentagon. • 
Two brothers were executed for the murder of 
10 tourists in 18 September 1997 attack on 
Cairo bus. • A new company named Misr Am 
has been formed to market Egyptian products 
to U.S. armed forces. 

INDONESIA 
Suharto finally resigns after month of vari
ous machinations to hold power, or at least 
turn reins over to puppet successor. 
Suharto finally turned office over to Vice 
President Habibi, who (with mil itary sup
port) announced plans to remain in power 
until original term expires in 2003. 

SRllANKA 
Angry at quality of food served after hard 
day of crowd control at major government 
function in ancient city of Polonnaruwa, 
some 200 police fired their guns in the air 
and set fire to their food - half-boiled rice 
and okra. 

' JAPAN 
Revisionists at work: A new film , Pride, has premiered, praising General 
Tojo and declaring him innocent of war crimes for which he was hanged; 
film also denies that Nanjing massacre ever happened. • Okinawan gov
ernor Ota has asked United States to remove all bases from Okinawa 
suggests relocating to Guam or Hawaii. Japanese Defense Min iste~ 
Kyuma called for closer ties with the PRC military and dismissed idea 
that Japanese forces might be involved in any conflict over Taiwan. 



CHINA 
Issues warning to potential U.S. nuclear contractors that if technol
ogy transfers are not part of deals, PRC will take business else
where. • U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defense Kramer meets with 
top Chinese military leaders in Beijing. • Democrat fundraiser 
Johnny Chung has told federal investigators he funneled cash 
directly from Chinese military to Democratic Party; reported ly 
Chinese Lt. Col. Liu Chao-ying , head of Chinese military electronics 
company and daughter of Liu Huaqing, then a top Chinese general, 
gave Chung $300,000 to win more American business for Chinese 
firms. Chung kept most of money, but gave Democrats $80,000 m 
summer of 1996. 

MEXICO 
Unseemly incident: A group of drunken police officers 
had to abandon their truck and run for their lives when 
vehicle they were attempting to intimidate proved to be 

part of military convoy: one policeman killed and another 
in jured when soldiers opened up on pick-up, thinking it 
contained Popular Revolutionary Army rebels. • Three-

year U.S. money-laundering investigation gained arrest of 
26 top officials of 12 major banks, arrest of 18 cartel 

members, and seizure of $122 million in drug accounts , 
plus six tons ol!Jf!lld•ru~g•s._1111(!11!1 __ _,_. 

NIGERIA 
Government continues arresting opposi
tion leaders and raiding their offices, 
whi le EU dismissed the "transition to 
democracy" as a failure. • Police banned 
opposition demonstrations and deployed 
in force to prevent same. 

INDIA 
Goes Nuclear: India caught world by surprise with three simul
taneous underground nuclear tests at Pokharan test range. 
Tested were 43KT hydrogen bomb, 13KT fission bomb (similar to 
one India tested in 1974), and low-yield sub-critical tactical 
weapon; two more sub-critical tests followed in two days. 
Although hydrogen bomb was surpri se, sub-critical weapons 
would be more useful in armored sl ugfest on plains of Punjab. • 
India has begun production of Prithvi missile with range of 
150km (suitable for use against Pakistan) , and reports 1,500km 
Agni designed for use against Western China is ready for mass 
production. New Delhi said India would stockpile nuclear-missile 
warheads and deploy if needed; would not hesitate to use nukes 
if attacked, but would not need further tests. 

GUATEMAlA 
Right-wi ng group "Jaguar Justice" claimed 
responsibility for 26 April murder of Bishop 
Gerardi . • Italian priest Pedro Notta, vocal 
critic of Guatemalan military for al leged 
human rights violations, has fled the coun
try after receiving death threats. • United 
States sent four helicopters for recon and 

.... - rescue support for crews fighting massive 
and persistent forest fires. 



Das Zimmerman 
Plot! 

In the June ' 98 issue 
of SOF in response to a 
letter by Ken Roberts of 
Alamogordo, N.M., the 
ed itors allu ded to a 

German-British plot to "crush the American 
rebe ls." I think the Mexicans must be in on 
it a lso. If you reca ll the Z immerman 
telegram sent to Mexico from Germany dur
ing WWI, where the Kaiser promi sed 
Mex ico: Texas, Arizona and New Mexico 
(where Ho ll oman AFB and the Germans are 
located). The coinc idences are just too many 
- we need to drive the Germans out NOW!! 

John Dav is 
Yuba City, Cali f. 

You' re absolutely right , but you may 
have spotted only the tip of" the icebe1R. 

Bear in mind that during WW !I the govern
ment of Japan attempted to recruit support 
in this country with similar promises . 
Obviously this is not merely a 
Hispio!Teutonic plot, but involves shadowy 
forces ji"om the Far East as well: The Axis 
threat to Mom and apple pie still lives' 

Haitian Nation 
Hav ing lived in Haiti for the past 13 years, 

I'm st·ill asking myself why the Clinton 
administrnt ion has to destroy the only stab le 
group [here] , which was the Haitian military 
(there may be no such thing as a clean mili
tary, but ... ), and replace it with a non-profes
sional police fo rce, who actually do not 
be lieve in what they are doing. 

There are several kinds of democracy, 
each adapted to each country. The First 
World idea of democracy might not be the 
one suitab le for another country. If you 
know more than what we know please fee l 

free to explain [to] me. 
I am a subscriber of SOF and love it ... 
Thank you. 

P lease don't mention my name ... it's not 
a rea l democracy we have here ... 

(Via e-mail) 

Ever since our success in World War I, 
f ollowed by the bad luck of being rhe only 
.fi"ghter left standing at the end of World War 
II , we've had a problem with the idea that 
since our industrial power is so great we, 
therefore, must be smarter than everybody 
else and it is our duty to tell them ·what to do. 
The strong always have a moral duty to help 
the weak, but a lot of" the time the best help 
is to set a good example, lend a helping 
hand, and then mind our own damn business 

Continued on page 29 
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Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 
Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 

12 Weeks to BUDIS Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want to be a .,.---------.-
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one ... you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules .. . the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitn ess 
and make it to BllDIS. 
It really works! 

Call Now! 

ALSO AVAILnBllE 

Tho O l'l'il:iul 
Training lloot: 
111' l:lrn 
11 S N ll\'~' 
SF.1\1.s 

If you want to train like a SEAL.. . 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball , too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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BORN FOR BATTLE 
With The Superior Strength &: Performance of ATS-34 

Designed For The U.S. Navy Seal Team• Durable ATS-34 Stainless Steel Construdion • Blade Roguard Coating Resists Co"osion & Peeling 

Special Ops Utility Knife (uc933) 

• Nylon sheath features a removable plastic blade cover and a quick release handle strap 
• Wire breaker notch cuts wire up to an 1/8" thick 
• Can be worn on a belt, ankle or wrist. 

Both sheaths can be fined with 
standard mit1tary Alice ctlps. 

Machete (uceMJ 

• Non-slip Kraton® hand le 
• Special mildewcide treated laigo 

sheath for superior water and 
mildew resistance 

• More compact than most machetes, 
but retains all of the weight and 
power of a full size model. 

1425 United Blvd. • Sevierville, TN 37876 
©1 998 United CullefY Corp. 

Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. For more informatioq on a dealer near you call 1-800-548-0835 
and ask for Dept. SF or Fax 423-428-2267. Dealer and distributor inquiries invited. Exclusively from Unit~d Cutlery Brands. 

COLT® PYTHONS 
QUALITY MAKES IT A COLT.,! 

• Available With a Reinforced Nylon Sheath -OR- in a Pocket Clip Version 

• Stainless Steel Hex Screw Construction For Easy Field Stripping 

• Tempered Stainless Steel Blade With One-Hand Thumb Stud 

• Super Hard Coat Finish For Extra Corrosion Resistance 

• State-of-the-Art Liner Lock Mechanism 

• Lightweight Aluminum Handle 

• Closed Length: 4-3/4" 

• Blade Length: 3-5/8" 

~NION 
~ESIGN 

1425 United Blvd. • Sevierville, TN 37876 
©'1998 New CoH Holding Co., Inc. 
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Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. 

For more information on a dealer near you call 1-800-548-0835 

and ask for Dept. SF or Fax 423-428-2267. Dealer and distributor 

inquiries invited. Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 
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WIN ANY 
STREET 
FIGHT 
WITH 
THESE 
DYNAMIC 
VIDEOS! 

PANTHER PRODUCTIONS -4 
"SINCE 1982 THE WORLD'S LEADING PRODUCER OF HIGH QUALITY MARTIAL ~ 

NAVY SEAL TEAM 
rAND-TO-HAND COMBA 
ANO WEAPONS TRAINING 
STARRING NAVY SEAL FRANK CUCC/ 
*FORMER SEAL TEAM MEMBER (10 YEARS) 

*CURRENT SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT INSTRUCTOR * CERTIFIED JEET KUNE DO AND FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS 
INSTRUCTOR UNDER DAN INOSANTO 

*SEAL TEAM SMALL ARMS INSTRUCTOR * STATIC LINE JUMPMASTER (BOO JUMPS) 
*PROFICIENCY IN URBAN WARFARE COUNTER 

TERRORIST OPERATIONS * PROFICIENCY IN JUNGLE WARFARE OPERATIONS 
*PROFICIENCY IN DEMOLITION AND EXPLOSIVES 
* PROFICIENCY IN COMBAT DIVING OPERATIONS 
*AWARDED THE JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION 

MEDAL FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE WHILE 
ENGAGED IN COMBAT OPERATIONS DURING 

OPERATION "JUST CAUSE," PANAMA 1989 
*OWNER AND DIRECTOR OF THE FUNCTIONAL 
DEFENSIVE CONCEPTS ACADEMY OF MARTIAL 

ARTS IN VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

HERE IT IS! After military clearances, decorated Navy Seal team member 
and Martial Arts Instructor, Frank Gucci has been allowed to teach his proven , "1\11 

hand-to-hand self-defense and weapons techniques to the public. Designed for men and 
women, these no-nonsense techniques show how to control, disable, or take out an aggressive 

THE attacker with quick efficiency. His videos include all the training exercises and techniques needed 
ULTIMATE to master this superior lifesaving self-protection system. Don't delay! Begin training with America's 
SELF·DEFENSE SYSTEM! elite Seal Team Instructor, Frank Gucci by ordering today! A must for all serious Martial Artists! 

1. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 1 
In this dynamic tape, Seal Team Instructor, Frank Gucci personally teaches you the stances, footwork, combat punching techniques, 

:!;~:~'.~i~i-~g:.~~~z:=:-:::~:~~~~~=~·::~:~~;:~:;~~':':~~~=!~ 11111 
ELITE NAVY This outstanding video teaches Seal Team Combat Kicking Techniques including the foot jab, leg kick, switch kick, 
SEAL TEAM kicks in combination with punches, knee techniques, close combat elbow strikes, and more. 
SELF- #SEAL-2 ... .......................................... 55 MIN ............................................. ONLY $39.95 FEAR 
DEFENSE 3. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 3 NO ONE' 
MOVES! In this valuable tape, Navy Seal Frank Gucci teaches you numerous street fighting combinations • 

0 and takedowns against an attacker who is trying to punch your face in or kick your guts 
out. Mr. Gucci shows how to control your opponent by blocking his strikes and taking him 
to the ground where you can then apply finishing holds such as joint locks and chokes. 

This video is a must for learning how to come out on top in a street fight. 
#SEAL-3 ...................................... 55 MIN .................................. ONLY $39.95 ' 



MARTIAL ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS 
ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS FEATURING THE WORLD'S GREATEST MASTERS" 

~AUTHENTIC RUSSIAN LIMITED OFFER 
ANY 4 PANTHER . 

COMBAT*BAMBO 
VIDEOS ONLY 

$99.00! 

ULTIMATE GRAPPLING AND HAND· TO·HAND COMBAT TECHNIQUES! 
1. COMBAT"k SAMBO VOLUME 1 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· TOTAL BODY WORKOUT ROUTINE 
This valuable tape teaches you the complete fitness routine used by the World's toughest SAMBO 
fighters. Each exercise is designed to build ultimate speed, power, agility, flexibility, reflexes, 
strength, balance, coordination , stamina and more. Get in fighting shape by ordering today! 
llSAMB0-1 .. .. ..... ... .... .. .. .... .... .. .. ... .... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .... ONLY $39.95 

2. COMBAT* SAMBO VOLUME 2 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· BLOCKING AND STRIKING TECHNIQUES 
You will learn the lethal hand and foot strikes of SAMBO in conjunction with it's 
unique blocking techniques which are taught standing and when on the ground. 
Greatly increase your self-defense knowledge by ordering today! 
llSAMB0-2 .. .. ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... . ....... .... ....... ............ .. ONLY $39 .95 

3. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 3- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· LEG, ANKLE, AND FOOT LOCKS 
When you master this tape, you are almost certain to never lose a street fight. Shows 
how to quickly go for the legs to apply excruciating joint locks. Also teaches the secret 
escapes and counter from these locks. 
llSAMB0-3 ..... ... .... .. ............. . ... .. . .... .. ... .... .... .. .. ... ONLY $39.95 

4. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 4 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· ARMBAR ANO WRIST LOCKS 
Master Lopez shows numerous armbar and wrist lock techniques designed to control and MASTER TONY LOPEZ 
destroy your opponent. You will learn how to easi ly sucker your attacker into an armbar for 

~~1c~8vri~lo.r.~.._r_~~~~~.1:~.~ ·~·f· ·~1~.~i.~~.·. ~~~~ .~~~.~. '.~~.~~~ii~~~ $fi~e~ escape and counters to these armbar and wrist techniques. -«r!i~!f ~W!' 
5. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 5 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· LEG LOCK ANO ARM LOCK FIGHTING COMBINATIONS r~ .!lf!?H'!!!IJJ. 
This is it! In this outstanding video, Master Tony Lopez shows how to combine the leg lock techniques on Tape 3 with the arm locks on Tape 
4 to create the most destructive grappling combinations ever witnessed. Learn how to completely dominate and control your opponent as 
you learn to move from leg locks to arm locks and arm locks to leg locks with blinding speed. Video also features many advanced techniques 
not shown on Tapes 3 & 4. A must for all Martial Artists who seek the winn ing edge in a street fight or competition! 
llSAMB0-5 .. .. .. ........ .... ... ..... .. ..... . ... .. .. .... ... .. . .. .. ONLY $39.955. 

6. COMBAT"k SAMBO VOLUME 6 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· CHOKES, HEADLOCKS, ANO NECK CRANKS CONTROL YOUR OPPONENT! 
Easily take out the biggest and most aggressive opponent with these lethal SAMBO techniques. Shows how to quickly move inside your 
opponents attack to finish him with a choke, headlock, or neck crank. Also shows the secret escapes from these deadly techniques. 

~~A;;~:A:;*·SAMBO. ·1101.uME ·1 ~··11LriMATE GR~~~L~~~~
5 

THROWS, SWEEPS, ANO TAKEOOWNS r1J¥n;1uan 7fd;MRR!li'tfl,~unwu 
Instantly send your attacker to the ground with the sensational throws, sweeps, and take down techniques Russian SAMBO is famous for. 
Regardless of how or what direction your opponent attacks from , he can be taken to the ground with the techniques and strategy presented 

v 
I 
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on th is tape. ~~~~~~~~~ .:~.~ .. ~:~~~: .~.~.~ .~'.:'.. ~~~ii~L~~~9~:;apes against these techniques. f•!!4~/!a0!i@0!"!•J:41 
8. COMBANl:SAMBO VOLUME 8- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· STREET SELF-DEFENSE JI~~!l~~]!~·N[:[•~ 
This dynamic tape shows how combat SAMBO is used to defend and counter against the most common street attacks including; punches, 
kicks, label holds, collar and wrist grabs, bear hugs, head locks, full nelson, ground fighting, and more. Also shows how to disarm a gun, 

~~il~~~-~l~.~. ~~e.l.di~.~. ~~~~~:'.: :~i.~ .~~~$ J~9~9~ust tor all Martial Artists! fjQ:M/f$juVl/[t]J1¢J 
9. COMBAJ"k SAMBO VOLUME 9 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING • STREET FIGHTING DIRTY TRICKS 
A nasty tape that shows how to win a life or death street fight. The secret COMBAT*SAMBO tech-
niques shown in this video are the deadliest of the deadly when it comes to street survival. l .dl••M""• 
llSAMB0-9 .. .......... .. .. .. .. .. . ONLY $39 .95 

10. COMBAT"kSAMBO VOLUME 10- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· DEFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
This exceptional grappling tape shows how to own the ground. Includes never before seen techniques 
designed to defeat the best wrestlers, JUDO, and Brazilian fighters! Teaches how to defend, escape, counter, 
and apply reversals against your opponents attacks. Includes techniques for quickly defeating the Brazilian 
Guard and much more. llSAMB0-10 ..... ... ..... ... .. . .... .. ...... ........... ... .. .. 0NLY $39.95 

11. COMBAT*SAMBO VOLUME 11- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· OFFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
This important video shows how to dominate your opponent on the ground with superior COMBAT* 

SAM BO grappling techniques. It's all here including; guard and mount positions, reversals, 
armbars, leg locks, chokes, submissions, and much more. Take full control of your 
opponent with this sensational ground fighting tape! llSAMB0-11 .... .... .. . ... ... .. .......... .• 0NLY $39.95 

*ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-332-4442 ANYTIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY* 

PANTHER PRODUCTIONS• 1010 Calle Negocio •San Clemente, CA 92673 U.S.A 
1-800-332-4442 •Outside U.s. 1-714-498-7765 

Fax 1·714-492-7533 •Web Site: www.panthervideo.com 

Name:--------------------

Street:--------------------

City: ----------- State: __ Zip: ----

Phone: ___________________ _ 

Credit Card# ____________ Exp. Date: ___ _ 

Signature: -------------------

SHIPPING & HANDLING INFORMATION sue. TOTAL 

~~~ ~~:r1~~o~Jitr~1~~~ ~g~~~~fu~~!:L~o ls0lat~ht¢LJ6 CALIFORNIA ADD 7. 75% TAX 
REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES ALLOWED. DEFECTI VE TAPES WILL BE SHIPPING & HANDLING* 
REPLACED WITH SAME TITLE ONLY. ·u.s. and Canada 56 .00 lirsl 1-----------+-----.!1 
tape , 54.00 for each addifional tape . Oulside U.S. & Canada Double TOTAL ENCLOSED 7~ 1/tud 
all Shipping & Handling charges. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 



Professional Locksmithing Tools 

LOCKAID _.C~. 
Specifically designed to pick -
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
"Lockplcklng Slmpllfled." 

Lockaid $69.95 -l~ 

,~!~.!~~,!~, 11~ :;J 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

special bonus, a 5-plece set of warded 

PXP 8 

PXP 10 
• Shirt Pocket Size. 
• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ~ 

picks Is Included. A t 6-piece set total. 
Also included, a copy of "Lockplcklng 

• Hes 13 Picks, Tension Wranchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

Slmpllfled." Receive all this at a low price of • All Picks wrth Metal Handles. 
Pix 13 $42.95 • Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 

Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

~ 
Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 Combination Locks $8.00 
Tubular Locks $8.95 00 Keys by lmpressioning $8.00 
Lockout and forced entry $11 .95 Key Casting Manual $8.95 
Involuntary Repression $10.95 4' Locks, Picks, Clicks $10.00 

SESAMEE DECODER ff:j 
ESP..13 • ~ This tool was designed to decode the exact 

combination of a sesamee padlock without 
d<lomaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 
different tools housed in a handsome black leather case 
designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-plece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockplcking Simplified." 17-plece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

$17.95 

The most ellectiYe tubular pick on the mar1<et, unike the large< picks with long 
handles or scrawdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pmssure needed 
which causes easy breal<age. The advantage ol the Mini Pick is rt is so short, $79.95 
)'OU only use )OOr thumb and indl!K finger. With a little practice this tool will open a tubular loci< in less than a minute. 
A. 'tbur Choice: (1) Center (2) Oftset left (3) Oftset right; B. "Segal" 8 pin tubular, C f>.pin Tubular, D. 61Jin Tubular; E. 8-Pin l'a3. 

• 

DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 
Set of 4 picks designed to be usad on the most popular double
sided disc tumbler. showcase, cam and padlocks. 

~~~ SCHLAGE WAFER 
. . The most fantastic tool you will 

Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 
base keys and pick . Complete in 
structions included. -----

The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks · Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E1 OOC (3 ~cit) . 

Catalog $3.00 - Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 

on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 

received. 
~ All major credit cards 

accepted. 

PIX-EZ 
All-In-One 
Pick-Set 
100% American Made! 
As corwenient to carry 
and use es a pocket knife! 
Only 4 inches long, half inch square, -ighs under frve 
ounces, worl<s fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with 119ry little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 

WKS PICKS 
Made of the finest blue tempered 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock 
pick-set is a must in every lock
smiths ' tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES - 5 ITEMS 
t -MD-16 DELUXE SET ... ................................ .. $59.05 
t -SCHALGE WAFER SE.T .... . ..... $29.95 
t -SESAMEE DECODER ........ .. ....... .................. $17.95 
1-WKS PICKS ...... ....... ......... ..... ....... ....... ........... $ 9.95 
1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS . . ~ 

A VALUE OF $147.75 

AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 

MD16 
Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 

Cowhide Leather. Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 

Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$59.~ 

MD32 
Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks , 
Tension Wrenches, ·. 
Broken Key 

Extractor. 

$69.95 

' 

!f.;{j~ . 

MD60 
Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys . $109.95 

The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
beli9119 or fraud by 
genuine persons 
wtthin this industry 

Send to 
Steve Arnolds 

Gun Room 
Postage & handling 

$6.00 
Overseas postage add 

30% of total . 

Must be 18 years 
P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF9, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 of age -~-.llilflii.,/ ml VISA "" ~ .· • 

.~,,~ :;!!:· ~ -- Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail'. gunroom@pacwest.net 
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Continued from page 24 

and let people sort things out for themselves. 
Our state department might well heed the 
ancient advice to physicians: .first, cause no 
harm. Our 200-year working democracy has 
been very fortunate, and emerging democra
cies can learn a lot f rom our successes and 
failu res, and f rom our f ree-enterprise eco
nomic system - but it is doubtfit! if our med
dling in Haiti, Somalia, etc. of recent times 
will have any lasting effect. 

Screaming Eagles 

I' m very proud that 
when American society 
was so bitterly di vided 
against itself, I was able 
to serve in Vietnam with 
the !Olst Airborne. I'm a 
life member of the I 0 1 st 

Airborne Association (I' m on page 269 of 
JOl st A irborne Division, by Turner 
Publ ishing of Paducah, Kentucky). 

In reading my latest copy of Soldier Of 
Fortune magazine, I was particularly inter
ested to see a mention of a " l 0 I st Airborne 
Brigade" in the Royal Jordanian Army. 

Some time ago, I remember seeing a 
television news story about Israeli para
troopers patrolling Hebron. Their uni t was 
designated" 10.l st Airborne Division." 

Our shoulder insignia represents the 
"Wisconsin Iron Brigade," which fired the 
first shots at Gettysburg, and its mascot 
"Old Abe." The term "Screaming Eagles" 
was coined by a sportswriter reporting on an 
intra-service basketball game. 

So, are Jordanian and Israeli paratroop
ers emulating America's l Olst Airborne 
Division "Screaming Eagles?" 

John R. Mallernee 
Saint Anthony, Idaho 

We don't know for sure, but would bet they 
are. After all, what better model than the best? 

Carbine Conundrum 
Chuck Karwan's piece on the M I 

Carbine (SOF, July '98) was a confirmation 
of much of my own observation and experi
ence. I cannot help but roll my eyes at the 
marketing by some well-respected authors 
propounding 9mm carbines, by whatever 
manufacturer. 

I have bad failures to feed when upward 
pressure is on the magazine, using a 15-
round GI magazine and GI-spec ammo - is 
this typical? 

Also I suspect penetration would be con
siderably improved by a flat-point or truncat
ed cone bullet. Has anyone ever made such a 
bullet? I have great appreciation for your 
magazine, have subscribed for over a decade. 

Yukon Ron 
Georgia 

Gunsmithing by mail is not our forte, but 
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BUILT IN THE TRADITION OF FORM, FUNCTION 
AND STAY AWAY BEFORE SOMEONE GETS HURT. 

The Applegate-Fairbairn Bool Knife O!!!~! A Solingen 440C stainless steel World War 11 
replica that holds an edge as long as it does a stare. 

TRUSTED SINCE 1869. 

FOR A FREE CATALOG OF OVER 200 KN IVES, l.800.992.6537, WWW.BOl<ERUSA.COM 
OR WRITE TO US AT BOKER USA, INC., 1550 BALSf\fv\ ST. LAKEWOOD, CO 802 15 

It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you 
can "erase" pain (and most other common ail
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... "trigger" it in a special 
way ... and sigh ill relief! 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or 
help your loved ones, friends or students -- using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as wel l as "believers." Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 

This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... suNivalists and 
outdoorsmen -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages . . . natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

Jn fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It's the world's only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now! 
The G-J o Institute, Dept. 201, POB 848060, Hollywood, FL. 33084-0060 

Or Call (954)791-1562 @tf!li.J#Hili9jSHi@.!n ij i¢!~ 
"Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976" www.g-jo.com 
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the obvious answer is that if upward pres
sure on the magazine causes failures to 
feed, then don't apply upward pressure on 
the magazine. Extended box magazines 
often get used for forward grips or 
monopods, and this is never a good idea on 
any weapon, as any play in the magazine 
well can change the angle at which the 
round is presented for feeding, thus causing 
misfeeds. If this happens with all maga
zines, I'd have a gunsmith check to see the 
magazines are seating at the proper depth. 
If it happens only with the one magazine, 
I'd get a new magazine. Or two. 

I've always been a fan of the .30 carbine 
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in its intended role - upgunning from the 
handgun for troops whose primary role is 
not as infantry - and of the round as a 
small-game round. The utility of carbines in 
9mm is pretty much limited to urban police 
scenarios or light plinking: To my thinking 
the .30 carbine round makes a better 
"camp" gun, and within its role an effective 
military arm. I've always been amazed so 
few weapons were ever made for this round. 
Except for the "Enforcer" pistol Universal 
built on a carbine action, the Ruger 
revolver, the short-lived Kimball autoload
ing pistol, and the Beretta-designed, 
Dominican-built Cristobal Carbine are all 

that come to mind. 
Thanks to S.L.A. 

Marshall's slavishly 
quoted but totally 
spurious "re
search, " the Car
bine got a bum rap 
- but for what it is, 
it's righteous iron. 

Sick Slick 
Salutes 

Referring to 
"Slick Willie 
Watch," I knew I 
couldn't be alone in 
picking up on his 
"slopalutes" as he 
leaves an aircraft. He 

does know how to salute, as he properly does 
so when greeting another country's leaders -
but it is quite evident he does not want to 
extend this respect to the men of America's 
armed forces. 

I have seen his "half-assed salutes," and 
his "Well, we just won't salute this tin1e 
smirk," but my favorite is his taking advan
tage of the "I'm working, carrying some
thing, and my hands are full" military salute 
exception, where a cheerful "Good morn
ing," would be accepted as a respectful sub
stitute. What "SHck" does is get off the heli
copter holding his dog's leash in his right 
hand (oops, the saluting hand), walk 2 feet 
past the Marine at the door, and then 
exchange the leash to his unused left hand 
and continue on from there. 

I'm sure that "Slick" thinks he is really 
"doing the dig" on military personnel 
around him, but the sad truth is that there is 
a long history of the salute that crosses 
nations and cultures as well as time. It is the 
mark of a man or woman, that reflects the 
quality of oneself in being able to show 
respect to a friend or foe, and leaving per
sonal feelings out of the greeting. 

As people around the world watch 
"Slick," even subconsciously they have 
judged him for what he is. There is only one 
very big loser here, and he isn't even smart 
enough to realize it. 

James H. Boucher 
Locust Grove, Georgia ~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ SEPTEMBER 1998 



The 7.62 NllTO Denies Co11er 

0 ne of the first things taught to Army and Marine recruits is 
the difference between cover and concealment. Cover is 
something that will protect you from enemy fire ; conceal

ment only protects you from being seen . For example, hiding 
behind light brush will conceal you, but it certainly will not stop 
any bullets. 

I had to learn the hard way that sometimes things can be 

barely chip its bark hacking with a machete. 
As I contemplated my options, which included using some of 

my precious claymores to blow the tree down or waiting for a demo 
kit to be delivered, one of my more experienced troops approached 
me and confidently said, "Let me shoot the tree down for you, e l
tee." This particular troop was a very experienced soldier who had 
been an M60 machine gunner for most of his tour. Though most of 

cover against some 
weapons but not others. 
I was a patrol leader in 
the !st Cavalry Division. 
In one of my first 
engagements in Viet
nam I tried to shoot a 
VC who had dived 
behind a substantial 
tree. I tried to get to him 
by shooting through the 
tree with my M16. But 

If the bad guys are behind substantial trees, you are better off with a bolt action in 
7.62mm NATO, like this Spanish FR8 Mauser, than with a 5.56mm assault rifle. 

us carried MI 6s, hi s 
rifle was an M 14 cham
bered for the same 
7.62x5lmm NATO 
round as his M60. 
Since th is guy was 
"getting short" the pla
toon sergeant had taken 
him off of his beloved 
machine gun to give 
him a well-deserved 
break - besides being 
heavy, M60s tend to after the engagement I 

checked the tree and found that not one of my bullets had complete
ly penetrated - let alone perforated - the tree. The VC had escaped 
by low-crawling directly away from me keeping the tree between us. 
Frankly, I was disappointed in the Ml6's lack of penetrating power. 

Later, on a subsequent operation, I was radioed that we were 
needed to support another unit. We were told to move to certai n grid 
coordinates to an LZ for chopper pickup. When we got there it was 
a small LZ, but would suffice if we could cut down one medium
sized tree. Upon inspection I found that the tree was one of those 
tropical hardwoods that are extremely hard and dense. You could 

(above) Many rifles like the Galil (shown here) 
have been available in both 5.56mm and 7.62mm 
NATO. Some buyers have gone to the latter 
because of its ability to penetrate through such 
objects as trees. (right) One of the all-time great 
7.62mm NATO battle rifles is the FN FAL, like these 
Springfield Armory variations made in Brazil. 

draw more hosti le fire. This guy refused to carry anything but an 
MIA and was about to demonstrate why. 

Once I made sure there were no friendlies in the direction of fire , 
I gave him the okay. He sauntered up to that tree and started firing 
left to right a couple feet off the ground with his shots spaced an 
inch or so apart. As I recall , he changed magazines once before he 
had completed traversing the tree, shouting "Timber!" I inspected 
the stump, noting that virtually every bullet had gone completely 
through. Immediately I radioed for an extraction. 

It turned out that my unit 's "Paul Bunyan" had taken down quite a 
few trees in various engagements and was well aware of 
the capabilities of the 7.62 NATO cartridge in that role. 
That was precisely why he would not now carry any rifle 
but an Ml4. 

Since my patrols were rarely large enough to carry 
more than one M60 GPMG, it became my SOP always 
to have a couple of Ml4s in my patrol 's weapons mix, 
not to fell any trees , but to have the capabi lity of pe1fo
rating heavy cover. It was obvious that a formidable tree 

that was cover from 5.56mm fire, was not cover 
from 7.62 NATO fire. 

(above) Next to the FAL, the H&K G3 and its spin-offs have been the most 
prominent and widely used 7.62mm NATO rifles. These are Springfield 
Armory variations made in Greece by a licensed H&K manufacturer. 

I later made friends with Staff Sergeant Crow on 
the Division sniper detachment. Crow was a sharp 
cookie who had picked up early on the penetrative 
power of the 7.62 NATO. But he also figu red that as 
good as the standard NATO ball ammunition was, the 
heavy I 73gr. match ball the snipers used was better. 
Routinely, he recorded confmned kills by engaging 

Continued on page 72 
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SOFExamines Weapons Of Mass Destruction For Tiny Tyrants And Terrorists 

hemical-biological warfare! 
Elementis regamus proelium ... 
"We rule the battle through the 
elements." So states the official 
motto of the U.S. Army 
Chemical Corps. Less august, 
but far more poignant, is the 
troop-preferred acronym, 

UTAWBAG ... "Up Their Ass With Bugs 
And Gas. " Regardless of your point of 
view, no other weapons in the history of 
man, including the atomic bomb, have 
evoked more controversy or been more uni
versally feared and despised by both com
batants and non-combatants alike. Nor, has 
any class of weapons been surrounded by 
the mystique and misinformation accorded 
chemical-biological systems. 

Until the Gulf War, CBW was largely 
ignored by the vast majority of people out
side military circles, especially the interna
tional news media. Despite the fact that for 
years thousands of Third World peoples 
from Laos to Afghanistan had been killed or 
injured by CBW, the mainstream media 
tended to gloss over the facts. But then 
again, those developing peoples being 
slaughtered were the victims of communist 
agents and weapons systems. 

From the onset, the Gulf War opened a 
whole new market. The mass media, not 
knowing sarin from sushi , trotted out its 
"Scud Studs" and "poison gas" experts 
whiJe the profiteers hawked surplus gas 
masks and "gas-detecting" pigeons. Around 
the world (the United States included) 
gullibl e folks seized by irrational fear 
snapped up $9.95 surplus Israeli and "gen
uine U.S. M-17" protective masks in the 
naive belief that simply donning one of 
these jewels would save them from all that 
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hv Richard L. Sherrow ., 
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World War I British mustard gas casualties line up for treatment. French started combatants down 
slippery slope in WW I, but horrible effect of gas warfare restrained both sides in WW II. 

evil poison gas. In realty, these surplus won
ders would be hard-pressed to protect you 
from a healthy fart, Jet alone a full-scale 
chemical attack. 

Thinking that a piece of second-hand 
rubber and some charcoal will save your life 
in a true CBW environment is much akin to 
trusting a parachute you found in the 99-
cent bargain bin at a flea market. Caveat 
emptor! 

CBW 
Although commonJy thought of as rela

tively modern innovations, entering the mil-

itary arena during the First World War, these 
weapons, most notably the chemicals, trace 
their roots back to man 's earliest conflicts. 
Predating firearms, and even bows and 
arrows, by thousands of years, chemical 
warfare was not far behind the rock and 
club in early man 's first arsenal of weapons. 
Just how far back the use of noxious mate
rials goes isn't known, but there is physical 
evidence that it predates actuaJ armies by 
tens of thousands of years. There is little 
doubt that it evolved not long after man 
began to control fue and observed the irri
tating effects of the smoke on himself as 
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well as animals. From its advent, recorded hi story is replete with 
examples of chemical and biological warfare, many dating to at 
least 5000 B.C. Some more recent examples are: 

• During the Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.C.) the Spartans 
employed chemical warfare agai nst the Athenjans by burning a sul
fur-and-pitch mixture to produce suffocating clouds of sulfur diox
ide gas. 

• In 673 A.D. the Byzantine Empire repelled the Arab fleet at 
Constantinople with Greek Fire. An incendiary mixture that ignited 
on contact with water, Greek Fire was especially effective against 
the wooden ships of the day. Kept a closely guarded state secret, its 
exact composition remains a mystery to this day, although it is 
thought to have been a blend of sulfm, pitch and some form of sodi
um in a petroleum base. 

• Soon after man learned what would cause disease, biological 
warfare was born . Dming the Middle Ages it was not uncommon for 
wan-ing armies to fling the bodies of plague victims over the walls 
of besieged cities, or to dump the rotting bodies of men or animals 
into an enemy's water wells. 

•After early European settlers learned that the native Indians of 
the New World were highly susceptible to "White man 's diseases," 
it wasn't uncommon for them to give the Indians "presents" of 
smallpox-infected blankets in an effort to wipe out the tribe with 
bio-war tactics. 

• During the American civil war, Secretary of War Edwin 
Stanton considered, but later rejected, the idea of employing chlo
rine-fi lled artillery shells against Confederate forces. 

CBWAgents 
Before moving on to the more modem history ofCBW, and to bet

ter understand the pros and cons of chemical-biological warfare, this 
is a good time to examine the agents and 
weapons themselves - what they are (and 
aren ' t) and their employment and effect on 
various targets ... especial.ly man. 

Thousands of chemical mixtures and 
compounds are poisonous to man , animals 
or plants. But of these only a few dozen or 
so have been fo und suitable fo r use as mil
itary chemical warfare agents. These are 
generall y broken down into categories 
determined by their effect on people, ani
mals and plants. Further, they are 
described by their toxic longevity as per
sistent or non-persistent agents, as well as 

(right) Blistered back of Australian volunteer 
test subject of mustard gas experiments 
shows terrible results of exposure. (inset) 
Thirty-year-old HD agent (mustard) scar on 
author's forearm , from original blister 
approximately 1 inch in diameter caused by 
drop of agent the size of a pinhead. 
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EOD trainee works with MC1 , 750-pound GB bomb during decontami
nation exercise at Army CB-EOD school, Ft, McClellan, Ala. 

their various means of entering the body (i.e. inhalation, ingestion, 
or skin contact). 

Choking Agents 
The first to be used in modern warfare, these inhaled agents 

attack lung tissue to cause pulmonary edema. Sometimes called 
"dry-land drowning," the victim's lungs fill with fluid, preventing 
the transfer of oxygen to the body. As the name implies, these 
chemicals can also produce symptoms of coughing. choking and 
tightness of the chest. In addition the victim may experience 
headache, tearing, nausea and possible vomiting. In most fatal 
cases the maximum symptoms are reached within I 2 hours of 

exposure and death comes within 24-48 
hours . Medical treatment includes rest, 
warmth. oxygen and antibiotics. 

These agents are heavier than air, allow
ing them to settle into low-lying spots such 
as bunkers and foxholes. Although these 
agents include chlorine, diphosgene (DP) 
and chloropicrin (PS), the most commonly 
used is phosgene (CG). 

Author (far left) 
performs chemical 
agent leak-test 
on sealed M125A1 
GB bomblet prior 
to continuation 
of packaging pro
cedures, Ft. 
McClellan. (left) In 
an M3 butyl rubber 
Toxicological 
Agent Protective 
(TAP) suit, author 
performs leak
sealing procedure 
on the bomblet. 
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A clear to slightly yellow liquid, CG has a boiling point of 47 
degrees Fahrenheit (8.2 degrees Celsius) and, in low concentrations, 
may smell like new-mown hay. First used in World War I, phos
gene's low boiling point and extreme non-pers istence make it a poor 
choice as a weapon because its high agent-used to casualty-pro
duced ratio. 

The prime U.S. delivery vehicles for CG were the AN/M78 500-
pound and AN/M79 1000-pound aerial bombs and the M2 4.2- inch 
mortar projectile. 

Blood Agents 
Classified as cyanogens, blood agents interfere with oxygen uti-

Packaging sealed and decontaminated GB 
bomblet. (right) Display illustrating scope of 
U.S. chemical-biological munitions (left to 
right): 105mm chemical artillery projos; M74A1 
10-pound incendiary bomblet; M110 155mm 
white phosphorous (WP) howitzer projo; 
Mk30, 5-inch/38 CS projectile; M4A2 HC 
Smoke pot; M6 BZ canisters; 2.75-inch WP 
rocket warheads; M121A1155mm VX howitzer 
projo; M360 105mm GB howitzer projo; E139 
GB bomblet; M139 GB bomblet; M2 4.2-inch 
HD mortar round; (on wall): M114 biological
agent bomblet; E120R3 bio bomblet; M143 bio 
bomblet; M125A 1 GB bomblets; M139 GB 
bomblet. 

lization at the cellular level, resulting in di s
ruption of the central nervous system, par
ticularly the respiratory center, followed by 
rapid death. 

The primary agents are hydrogen 
cyanide (AC) and cyanogen chloride (CK). Death by AC poisoni ng 
leaves the blood well oxygenated and causes a pinkish skin color, 
similar to that seen in carbon monoxide poisonings. Both AC and 
CK are colorless, rapid-acting agents with death taking place some
ti mes within a matter of seconds of ex posure. However, if death 
does not occur, full recovery can begin within a few minutes after 
removal from the contaminated area. In the past, first aid fo r blood 
agent poisoning involved tile in sertion of amyl ni trate capsules into 
the protective mask. Now, the soldier simply masks and continues 
his mission. 

Due to their extremely high rate of dispersal AC and CK must be 
delivered in massive quantities to be even margin aUy effective. ln 
U.S. ordnance this restricted their use to the AN/M78 500-pound 
and AN/M79 IOOO-pound bombs. 

Blister Agents 
Whenever the horrors of chemical warfare are di scussed the first 

thing that is generally on top of the list is mustard gas. Vis ions of 
gas-blinded troops, bodies covered by massive bli sters stumbling 
haplessly across a denuded battlefield flash immediately into the 
mind's eye. 
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Among the most persistent of the chemical warfare agents, the 
blister agents, which attack the body through inhalation, ingestion 
or by skin contact, are designed primarily to degrade combat effi
ciency rather than kill. When these agents are deployed on the bat
tlefield, troops are forced into performance-reducing MOPP 4 pro
tective gear. While quick decontamination with the M258Al or 
M291 kits can halt the agent effects, those personnel who do 
become casualties may require extensive and often long-term med
ical treatment. 

Normally in the form of a colorless to dark-brown, oily liquid, 
the vesicants are heavier than water blister agents that have quite 
noticeable garlic odor. The most common of the vesicant agents 
are the sulfur mustards H and HD. With its mild fi shy odor, HN is 
the prevalent ni trogen mustard. With a freezing point of 56-58 
degrees Fahrenheit, HD is not well-suited for winter operations but 
does extremely well in hot climates. The particularly insidious 
aspect of the "H" agents and one that makes them an especially 
effective physiological as well as psychological weapon is their 
delayed action. Persons contacting these agents don ' t develop 
symptoms for several hours after exposure, much too late for skin 
decontamination. 

Other less-used blister agents are the halogenated oxi mes, main
ly Lewisite (L) and phosgene oxime (CX), sometimes referred to as 
"nettle gases" because they produce immediate pain upon contact. 

The severity and extent of blister-agent injuries is dependent on 
several factors, including the physical form of the agent (i.e. vapor 
or liquid) ; agent concentration; duration of exposure and what parts 
of the body were exposed. Because these agents attack the eyes, the 
respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts as well as the epidermal (skin) 
areas, symptoms may range from mild conjunctivitis (inflammation 

of the mucous membrane lining of the eyelid and the fron t of the 
eyeball ) to gastrointestinal hemorrhage to massive blisters on the 
skin, with severe cases requiring ski n grafting. Note: Contrary to 
old wives ' (or old soldiers') tales, the yellowish fluid within the 
blisters is not mustard agent, and breaking of the blisters will not 
cause the formation of more blisters. lt will however, result in a 
slow-healing open wound that is prone to infection. 

U.S. ordnance which contained blister agents included M2 4.2-
in. mortars; M70A 1 115-potmd bombs, and one-gallon land mines. 

Nerve Agents 
These rapid-acting agents are among the deadliest in any coun

try's arsenal. Whether inhaled or absorbed th.rough the skin, nerve 
agents attack the body by inhibiting the enzyme cholinesterase. In 
normal body functioning, cholinesterase controls the muscles by 
breaking down acetylcholine, the chemical which causes muscle con
traction. Thus, like breathing in and out, acetylcholine contracts the 
muscles and cholinesterase relaxes them. When this process is inter
rupted - by a nerve agent blocking the cholinesterase - the mus
cles contract but can't relax . The results, from mild to severe, are: 

•Runny nose 
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• Sudden frontal headache 
•Drooling 
• Nausea and vomiting 
• Severe muscular twitching and weakness 
• Involuntary urination and defecation 
• Convulsions, unconsciousness .. . and death 
Originally, intra-muscular atropine sulfate inject ions were the 

accepted field first-aid for nerve agent casualties. Further studi es 
have added 2-PAM chloride to the atropine fie ld treatment followed 
with diazepam injections at aid stations. 

At the end of World War II, the future superpowers wound up 
grabbing the Third Reich's nerve agent technology, equipment and 
stores. As a result, the United States adopted Sarin (GB) as its stan
dard "A" agent, while the Soviet Union laid claim to Tabun (GA) 
and Soman (GD). 

As the cold war intensi fied, the search for more persistent nerve 
agents saw the United States develop the agent VX, while the USSR 
thickened GD to achieve the same goal, and then followed up with 
the form ulation of VR-55 . Concerned with safety as well as possi
ble terrorism, the United States developed a new family of binary 
nerve agents including GB- I and VX-1. Instead of ordnance con
taining ready-to-use agents, the binary muni tions contain two-part 
mixtures; non-toxic by themselves, they mix in flight forming a poi
sonous nerve agent on the way to the target. 

During the Cold War, a wide array of nerve-agent ordnance 
could be found in the U.S. inventory, including rockets , guided mi s
siles, bombs and cluster bombs, aerial spray tanks and land mines. 

Incapacitating Agents: These non-lethal agents are des igned to 
produce temporary disablement by altering the higher regulatory 
fu ncti ons of the central nervous system (CNS). Such disablement 
may last for hours, days or even 
weeks after exposure causing 
delirium and/or hallucinations. 
Because these agents cause 
unpred ictable, even violent and 
aggress ive behavior, they are 
more likely to be employed in 
rear echelon areas rather than 
fro nt lines. 

chemical corps was that DM also produced temporary blindness 
when the chunks floated up past the eyepieces in your mask. 

Riot-control munitions are generally solids and are dispensed by 
burning or bursting grenades or submunitions such as the M7 series 
(burning), and M25 series (bursting) CS grenades. They can how
ever, be modified to a Liquid form for aerosol spray dispersal. 

Smoke and Flame: Although not generally thought of as chemi
cal agents, flame weapons as well as screening and signaling 
smokes fall under the CW umbrella. 

The Great War 
The Hague Convention of 1899 specifically outlawed, " ... the 

use of projectiles, the sole object of which is the diffusion of 
asphyxiating or deleterious gases." Despite this prohibition World 
War One saw history's greatest full-scale use of toxic chemical 
agents in combat. 

Contrary to popular opinion, Germany wasn' t the first to use 
chemicals in the "war to end all wars." That dubious distinction 
goes to French forces who, in the early months of the war, empl oyed 
hand and rifl e grenades filled with ethylbromacetate (EBA). Since 
it had been used by Paris police in 1912 to quell riots in that city, 
EBA, though toxic in heavy concentrations, was class ified as a tear 
gas and , therefore, the French didn ' t consider its use in war as a vio
lati on of the Hague Treaty. 

In short order, the Germans decided what's good for thee is good 
for me and formulated pl ans to release choking clouds of chlorine 
gas from large pressuri zed cylinders. The rational was that they 
weren't violating the treaty either because they weren't using "pro
jectiles." On 22 and 24 April 1915, German fo rces near Ypres, 
Belginm, unleashed their first major chlorine attack. The result was 

tota ll y unpredi cted. A 5-mile 
hole was punched through Allied 
lines , but the Germans, taken 
aback by such a devastating 
effect, were unprepared to launch 
a follow-up offensive. 

After several more German 
gassings the British retaliated in 
kind. Jn the pre-dawn hours of26 
September 1915 , near Loos, 
Belgium, British troops released 
approximately 150 tons of their 
own chlorine - smashing a 5-
mile-deep hole in German lines. 
And, in the process of gassing 
thousands of the enemy, they 
also gassed many of their own 
so ldiers. 

These agents fall into two 
major categories. CNS depres
sants, such as 3-quinuclidinyl 
benzil ate (BZ) and CNS stimu
lants, such as d-lysergic acid 
diethylamide (LSD). BZ, the 
U.S. standard, was dispensed by 
a variety of burning-type muni
tions, such as the M 16 BZ gen
erator and the M 138 bomblet. 

Although there is really no 
medical first-aid treatment, 

U.S. chem/bio bomblets (left to right): BLU 21/845 biological bomblet; 
BLU 20/B BZ bomblet; BLU 19/823 GB bomblet. 

Three months later, Germany 
upped the ante with the introduc-

affected personnel must not be allowed contact with weapons, 
sharp objects, matches or any potentially hazardous materi als. 
Like small children or drunks, victims may try to eat non-food
stuffs; fire weapons indiscriminately or even pull the pin and hold 
onto the grenade. 

Riot Control Agents: These agents produce rapid-acting, 
short-duration incapacitation by sensory irritation. The two basic 
categori es are the lacrimators (tear causing) and nauseating (vo m
iti ng) agents. 

The prime lacr imators are chloroacetophenone (CN), 
orthochlorbenzalmalononitrile (CS) and the Briti sh agent dibenz 
[b,t] -1 ,4-oxazepine (CR). These agents cause a rapid onset of 
heavy tears and an inability to keep the eyes open. 

The main vomiting agent has been diphenylaminechloroarsine 
(DM) also known as "Adarnsite" in honor of its in ventor, American 
army major Roger Adams. DM causes coughing and tearing accom
panied by a severe headache, soon followed by nausea and intensive 
vomiting as well as marked depression. 

Adamsite has been used in conjunction with tox ic agents, the 
strategy being that when vomiting caused a person to remove their 
protective mask tbe toxic agent would kill them. The old joke in the 
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tion of phosgene (CG). The Allies 
countered with their own CG attack in June 191 6. And so it went, 
until Jul y 1917 when the Germans introduced mustard gas 
(dichlorodiethyl sulfide)-filled artillery shells for the first time. In a 
brutal JO-day ba1rnge the Hun poured 2,500 tons of blister agent onto 
the battlefield. Accustomed to dealing with the short duration , inhala
tion-hazard agents, chlorine and phosgene, the Allies underestimated, 
and, therefore, were not prepared for, the persistence and skin-contact 
threat associated with mustard gas. As a result, from July 1917 to 
November 1918 British forces suffered nearly 70% of their war-ti me 
gas casualties (approximately 160,000) to mustard gas. 

During that same period, the Americans sustained nearl y one
forth (70,000) of their total war casualti es to mustard. 

Although the British made littl e use of their own mustard gas 
(known as Yellow-Cross), they did de li ver a major attack in western 
Belgium that may have helped pre-determine the absence of chem
ical warfare in the European Theater of Operations du ring World 
War Two. Hunkered down on a small hill south of the village of 
Wervick, the ni ght of 13 October 19 18, a unit of the Bavarian 
Reserve Infantry was overcome by blinding clouds of Yellow-Cross 

Continued on page 71 
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Fire Watch In 
Smoldering Philippines 

_Ill indanao is one tropical island where fo r 
the fo reseeable futu re tourism wi ll not 
be a growth industry. In Manila the guy 

from the e mbassy handed me the map 
across the lunch tab le and smiled bleakly as 
l scanned it. For securi ty purposes the intel 
people had d ivided the southern Phili p
pines' larges t i land and those surrounding 
it prov ince by provin ce into zones o f "high
ri sk," "med ium-ri sk" and " low-risk." "No
risk" zones d id not feature. 

Cotabato City, where I landed the next 
day, was in the "medium-risk" category. If 
the kidnap capital of Southeast Asia was 
class ified as medium ri sk I coul cl n ' t help 
wondering j ust what sort of activities were 
going clown in the " high-risk" zones. At 
lunch, my embassy contact had discussed 
high-profi le foreign victi ms: a Belgian priest, 
a German businessman, Korean engineers. 
But favored game are those that never make 
it into print: local Chinese businessmen or 
their offspring. Many Chinese fami lies had 
been movi ng out of town fo r the (relative) 
safety of Mani la, 

Wi th conviction rates attractively low and 

(right) Adhering to the Boy Scouts' motto, "Be 
Prepared." (below) Weapons-familiarization 
for anti-aircraft team on the .50-cal. HMG for 
the "if and when." (below, right) Graduation 
preparation at Camp Abu Bakr. The "pomp" 
before potentially lethal circumstances. 
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profi t margins high, just about everybody, it 
seems, is jostling for a piece of the kidnap
for-ransom action: off-duty Muslim guerril
las, demobilized M uslim guerrillas, plain 
band its, " lost commands," bent cops and 
kaleidoscopic combinations of all the above. 

But the man with the crew-cut and avia
tor shades who had walked up to me before 
I'd even c leared the a irport and had intro
duced himself as Abu Jehad was none of the 
above. He was my escort from the Moro 
Nationa l Liberati on Front (MNLF). ln 
M indanao these days that means a man 
from the government. 

In From The Cold 
After a 24-year-long war that had cost 

over 10,000 lives in the Philippine South, 
the MNLF had come in from the cold in 
September 1996. That month, MNLF chief 
Nur M isuad s igned a peace pact w ith 
Ph il ippine president F ide l Ramos. As a 
result, the MNLF moved into local govern-

ment with M isuari taking over as governor 
of the Autonomous Region of M us lim 
M indanao (ARMM) and MNLF guerrilla 
fo rces beginning a process of integration 
into the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP). T here seemed a reasonable chance 
anothe r Asian brush- fire war had been 
extinguished and that the Christians and 
Muslims (Moros) of Mindanao might Ji ve 
together happil y ever after. 

But that was then. Eighteen months on 
when I landed in Cotabato, the happy head
lines of September '96 were long since his
tory. Thanks to Abu Jehad, whose main job 
was bodyguard to M isuari, I met the MNLF 
chief within hours of arriving. A powerful , 
passionate speaker, Misuari is a man of 
undisputed charisma and vision. B ut that 
evening he struck me as tired and worried -
a man embattled by the pressures of office. 

The MNLF experiment in government 
was not turn ing out a success. As governor of 
the ARMM - an entity consisting of four 
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majority M uslim provinces - M isuari had 
been spending much of his time outside 
Mindanao attempting to project the ARMM 
internationally and drum up foreign invest
ment. But his absences from the governor 's 
office were taking a toll on his credibili ty. As 
most people in Manila and Cotabato told it, 
the result of these extended overseas trips was 
less a flood of investment capital and more 
inertia, drift and deepening con-uption in the 
ARMM government. Running an administra
tion by remote control doesn 't work. 

That was one part of M isuari 's problem. 
The other was a matter that back in 1996 
had been buried somewhere near the bottom 
of the stories hailing peace. But which had 
now worked its way slowly but sure ly up to 
the top: the Moro Is lamic Liberation Front 
or MI LF. A hard-line break-away faction 
from his own MNLF, the MILF had been 
growing quietly over the years and was now 
capi talizing on the growing d isenchantment 
w ith Misuari 's administration. 

Now, both he and Mani la were staring 
clown the barre l of a revived insurgency from 
a faction that is committed, well-organized, 
well-connected internationally, and decided
ly well-armed. With the communist New 
People's Army on the ropes ideologically 
and financ ially, the MILF has emerged as the 
largest insurgent force in Southeast Asia -
maybe Asia as a whole. And it wants inde
pendence from the Philippines yesterday. 

In 1997, the Front's shadowy chairman, 
Sa lamat Hashim , slipped back in to the 
country afte r some 20 years of exile in the 

PHIL IPPINE 
ISLANDS 
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Mideast to pres ide over the Front's 15th 
Congress and add hi s own considerable re li 
g ious authority to the call for full indepen
dence. A MILF-sponsored mass ra ll y out
side Cotabato the same month drew crowds 
of several hundred thousand supporters. 

But there are no angels operat ing on 
Mindanao. For all its sloganeering and ca lls 
for Islamic law, the MILF had been roundly 
accused of complic ity in the kidnap-for-ran
som game as a means of supplementing its 
income. In June 1997, the Army fina lly los t 
patience and assaulted the Front's second 
largest base camp - Raja Muda - in an 
operation by one Marine and two infantTy 
battalions backed by helicopter gunships and 
105mm arti llery. After that the Cotabato kid
napping spree mysteriously subsided. [n July 
came a cessation-of-hostilities agreement 
between the insurgents and the government 
and the on-again off-again MILF-govern
ment talks were back on - punctuated by a 
steady stream of minor contacts by means of 
which both sides kept their hand in. 

Aga inst this no-war-no-peace-some-ta lk 
background, [ extended cautious fee lers to 
the MJLF. 

The Front is a jung le-based force but 
they have poli tica l cadres in most c ities in 
Mindanao and within two days a message 
came back with an offer of a tri p to the 
MILF's jungle HQ at Camp Abu Bakr -
in embassy terms a seri ously " hi gh-ri sk" 
part of Mindanao some 60 mil es northeast 
of Cotabato. A clay later I was riding out of 
Cotabato past marine corps checkpoints 
and into MILF-l and . My drive r was a loca l 
Muslim building contractor with MlLF 
connections. 

An hour out of town we turned inland 
a long a paved highway that snaked up into 
the mountains through groves of palm trees. 
There was little sign of the military: 

Following clashes a few weeks earlier, army 
units dug in around Camp Abu Bakr had 
re luctantly agreed to pu ll back 5 kilometers 
from the perimeter. We reached the first 
MILF check point even before the truck had 
swung off the main road. 

Set in a long va lley several klicks off the 
highway, Abu Bakr is less a purely military 
camp than a small liberated zone that the 
MILF carved out of the jungle in the mid
l 980s . In effect, it 's an embryo of the 
Islamic state the rebels are proposing to set 
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(above) RPG-2 parts and production workshop where imitation is the only 
form of flattery. A Mindanao "cottage" industry: locally manufactured RPG-2s. 
(left) Trainees negotiate assault course - getting fit for encounters of the 
worst kind. 

up. You don ' t (yet) need a 
passport or visa to get in . 
But they ' re thinking in 
that direction: At the last 
of three check po ints , 
manned by gue rrillas tot
ing M J 6s, vis ito rs a re 
req uired to sign in. 

Today, Ab u Bakr is 
home to some 15 ,000 
peop le, of whom one

third are military and the rest c ivi li ans. 
From the check point the track wound back 
into the base along a wide va lley floor pass
ing fields and occasional hamlets. T he camp 
perimeter somewhere out in the jungled 
hill s was inv isibl e. At the end of the va lley, 
where the track ended and the hills closed 
in , was a large vill age with mosques, res tau
ran ts, a market and a loca l MILF-run 
school. 

Before we reached it, the dri ver swung 
off the main track onto a broad grass-cov-

ered parade ground where several hundred 
troops in fatigues were being drilled. This 
was the academy of the MILF's mi litary 
wing, the Bangsamoro (Moro Nation) 
Islami c Armed Forces (BIAF). What I'd just 
passed were graduation day preparations fo r 
a 45-day officers' advanced traini ng course. 

Upstairs, in a simple wooden two-sto
ried barracks, I met the MILF's vice pres i
dent for military affai rs and BIAF chief-of
staff, A l-Haj Murad , an articulate and obv i
ously sophi sticated English speaker in his 
late 40s who'd been in the insurgency since 
the early J 970s. 

Clear from talks with Murad was that the 
MILF has gained ground politically and 
militarily over recent years, espec ially since 
the better-known MNLF went into govern
ment - but it has been around since 1984. 
Its leadership, headed by a Cairo-trained 
theolog ian called Salamat Hashi m, broke 
with the MNLF mainstream as fa r back as 
1977, setting up a rival Central Committee 
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amid accusations of mismanagement and 
nepotism on the part of Misuari. Some of 
that was true: Misuari and his wing of the 
party were Tausug speakers from the island 
provinces of Sulu and Taw-tawi off 
Mindanao's southwestern tip. Hashim and 
his followers were mostly Maguindanao
and Maranao-speakers from the Mindanao 
mainland. But there were also real political 
issues behind the split: The mainstream 
MNLF was left-leaning and secular in its 
vision. By contrast, most of Hashim 's fo l
lowers had been trained either in Middle 
East religious institutions or in the network 
of madrassahs (Islamic seminaries) in the 
Philippines itself. 

For a while the MNLF remained split, 
Misuari based in Ghadaffi 's Libya, Hashim 
in Cairo, Egypt. 

(above) MILF Chairman Salamat Hashim (center, in safari suit and cap) flanked by BIAF military 
commanders at Camp Abu Bakr. MILF vice chairman for military affairs and BIAF chief of staff, 
Al-haj Murad Ibrahim (above, right). 

The 11Khost" Of Foreign Aid 
Finally in 1984, the MILF was formal! y 

set up on a specifically Islamic platform and 
the leadership shifted to Pakistan . The same 
year a training program began , organized 
through the Arab-backed Afghan 
mujah.ideen leader Abdul Rasul Sayyaf. It 
was conducted both at Sayyaf's own train
ing base in the Pakistani tribal areas abut
ting Afghanistan and across the border near 
the communist government-held town of 
Khost. Between 1984 and 1991 , around 500 
Moro fighters went through training cours
es and gained combat experience in 
Afghanistan. The Afghan experience and 
the international Islamist contacts it opened 
up were to exert a major influence on the 
MILF, militarily and ideologically. 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the 
MILF entered a period of political and mil
itary expansion. 

Strategy focused on Mus lim vill age 

communi ties and took more dian one or two 
pages out of Mao Zedong 's writings on rev
olutionary guerrill a warfare . The MILF 
slowly established its own administrative 
and pobtical structures to parallel and sup
plant those of the Mani la government. At 
the same time the BIAF set out to fo llow a 
three-stage development strategy, moving 
from a phase of guerrill a warfare through 
one of mobile warfare using larger units, 
aiming finally to achieve a conventional 
capability. Today, a tiered structure consists 
of a trained regular fo rce - the so-called 
national army, supported locall y by village
based militia and internal security fo rces. 

According to Murad, the BIAF operates 
today all over Mindanao and the offshore 
island provinces - which is a slight exag
geration. He also claims it has a manpower 
pool of 120,000 volunteers and has 
achieved a conventional capability with six 
divisions based on camps dotted across 

Deployments At A Glance 
Mindanao and its offshore islands fall under the AFP's Joint services Southern 

Command (Southcom), based at Zamboanga City. Southcom currently deploys some 
23,000 troops in 12 tactical brigades. These include two marine brigades, one based on 
Cotabato City (designated Southcom Rapid Depioyment Force) ; and one based on 
Zamboanga (but operating mainly on Basi lan , Sulu and Tawi-Tawi). Ten Army brigades 
are divided between three divisional commands: 6th Division, based at Cotabato City; 4th 
Division, based at Cagayan de Oro; and 1st Division, based at Pagadian (see map). 

In addition to the MILF, the AFP faces a range of other threats. These include the rad
ical Abu Sayyaf Group and allied National Islamic Command Counci l; the comm unist 
New Peoples Army; and various criminal gangs and so-called "lost commands," often 
former MNLF guerrillas-turned-band.its. 

Abu Sayyaf Group - foll owing a recent series of operations on Basil an Island, 
ASG strength has been substantially reduced to probably not more than 200 fro m an 
est imated high of 700 in early 1996. The ASG, some of whose cad.res have tra ined in 
Afghanistan and which has links to Palestini an and Egyptian extremists, sprang to 
prominence in April 1995 with an assault by some 200 gunmen on the coastal town of 
Ipil that killed over 50 civilians. Despite informal links with the MILF, attempts by the 
ASG last year to forge an alliance with the larger l slam ist group and use MILF train
ing facilities were rebuffed by the MILF. 

New Peoples Army - which nationwide retains an armed fo rce estimated at some 
6,000 - fields au estimated 1,500 insurgents on Mindanao based mainly in the eastern 
mountains. On l'vlindanao, as nationally, the NPA is largely quiescent as it grapples with 
financial constraints, leadership changes and ideological upheaval. It is no longer regard
ed by the AFP as a significant threat. - M. W 
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Mindanao - which is a big exaggeration. 
As far as the Armed Forces of the 
PhiUppines (AFP) go, reality is rather less 
threatening - but still serious enough. 

AFP intel estimates put BIAF armed 
strength at between 8,500-10,000. Some 
independent estimates suggest it might be as 
high as J 5,000, a figure that would almost 
ce1tainly ii1clude "National Army" regulars, 
as well as local defense elements. But in 
terms of hardware, the MILF/BIAF is still in 
the early years of the Vietnam conflict. 
Standard rifles are the Ml4 and Ml6, supple
mented by a sprinkling of MI Ga.rands and 
FN FALs. M-79 and M203 grenade launch
ers, as well as RPG-2s, are also common in 
BIAF ranks. Heavier weaponry appears Lim
ited to M60 GPMGs along with 60mm and 
8lmm mortars and a few .50-cal. HMGs that 
provide a limited antiai rcraft capabi lity 
around major base camps. Despite a certain 
amount of "nudge-nudge wink-wink" from 
BIAF commanders, there's no evidence to 
suggest the BIAF fie lds SAMs of any type. 

The lack of heavy weaponry and limita
tions on small arms mean the MILF remains 
essentiall y a guerrilla force capable of 
mounting company- and maybe, battaLion
sized operations. But probably the only 
sense in which it' s entered a "conventional 
phase" is the way in which, in the event of 
full- scale hostilities with the govern ment, it 
would be obliged to defend (before losing) 
its base camps which have become impor
tant symbols of political legitimacy. 

Current emphasis on recrui ti ng, training 
and organi zation have gone some way to 
compensate for lack of weaponry. But it's 
still this factor that acts as the biggest con
straint on BIAF growth. In contrast to the 
1970s , when weapons shi pments were 
smuggled into southern Mindanao and off
shore islands from MNLF sanctuaries in 
Malaysia 's Sa bah state, few significant 
infusions of external weaponry are reaching 
southern insurgents today. That has less to 
do with Philippine navy off-shore patrol 
capab ili ty - an ill-equipped, low-budget 
joke - and far more to do with the financial 
limitations of the MILF itself. What new 

Continued on page 66 
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Inside CNN's 
Bogus Gas 
Attack 

b~ Richard L. Sherrow 

eldom does a news story evoke 
such a rapid and spo ntaneous out
ouring of rage as did the 7 June 

p ·emier airing of CNN' latest te le
vision news program, NewsStand, and the 
compa nion Tim.e magazine arti cle of 15 
June titl ed, "Did the U.S . Drop Nerve 
Gas?" The remarkable part is that the out
c ry wasn't from the civilian populace, but 
from the many military speci al-operations 
personnel, both active duty and retired, to 
include many of the very same people 
interv iewed by CNN. 

Hardly had I settled in to watch the pro
gram, titled "Operation Tailwind ," which 
claimed the U.S. military used nerve gas on 
its own troops in Laos during the Vietnam 
War, than a gnawing suspicion began to take 
shape that things were not as they seemed. 

The followin g day, I viewed CNN's Talk 
Back Live and read the Time magazine arti
c le. By now I was fai rly livid. Not that the 
United States could have been gui lty of such 
a heinous act, but rather that two respected 
news organ izations could have been duped 
into presenting such an obvious piece of 
concocted propaganda as a factual story. 

After calming clown a bit (and rejecting 
the feas ibili ty of a Prozac patch) it was time 

to step back, regroup and evaluate the 
source of my ulcerous ire in a more rational 
manner. Where to begin? We at Soldier Of 
Fortune had serious doubts as to the authen
ticity of the story, but saying it and proving 
it are two different animals. 

The process started with a comparative 
analysis of the two televi sion programs, 
NewsStand and Talk Back Live and the Time 
magazine story. 

The first glaring discrepancy was that, 
throughout the production, the key players 
kept changing their act. Common sense tel ls 
us that truth remains constant. But the 
"truth" in this tale of wartime derring-do 
changed from NewsStand to Talk Back Live 
to the Tim.e articl e. 

In no time I couldn ' t tell the players 
without a scorecard. Hell, I couldn' t te ll the 
players even with a scorecard. In some sort 
of order they included: 

•Peter Arnett: CNN's intern ational cor
respondent who gained fame from Vietnam 
to Iraq for his scathing reports of U.S. 
"atrociti es ." 

•April Oliver: CNN NewsStand produc
er and on-camera interviewer. 

• Robert Van Buskirk: Chief proponent 
of the Tailwind saga, Van Buskirk was a 
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of the Tailwind saga, Van Buskirk was a 
First Lieutenant with 5th Special Forces 
Group and platoon leader on Tailwind. 

• Michael Hagen: Team sergeant with 
5th SF Group on Tailwind who maintains 
that he is still suffering from the effects of 
nerve-agent poison ing. 

• James Cathey: Air Force supply 
sergeant. 

• Eugene McCarley: Captai n in 5th SF 
Group and commanding officer of 
Operation Tailwind. 

• Craig Schmidt: Squad leader with 5th 
SF Group. 

T he premise o f the story was that in 
September 1970 the U.S. dropped nerve gas 
on the Laotian village of Chavan during a 
·'Top Secret" SOG (Stud ies and 
Observations Group) mi ssion to kill 
American defectors. Looking at this "story" 
as any good investigative reporter should 
have clone, I was soon overwhelmed by the 
inconsistencies and flat-out contradic tions . 
The BS alarms began sounding and soon 
there were more journalistic red flags wav
ing than could be found at an old-fashioned 
Mo cow May Day parade. 

The dilemma: How to describe what 
myself and other SOF staffers were seeing 
and then relay it in a manner that wou ldn ' t 
drive readers over the cliffs of confusion. T 
decided to break the CNN/Time story into 
subject ections, then simply make some 
questioning observations. Observations that 
CNN and Time should have also made prior 
to ever releasing their encl product. 

The Mission 
According to the story, the SOG troops 

had no rules of engagement: Anything was 
permissible as long as it was deniable. 
Quoting Van Buskirk , the SOG motto was 
right off a cheap gun-show T-shirt; "Kill 
them all , and let God sort 'em out." 

• The artic le further quotes Van Buskirk 
as saying, "My orders we re, if it's ali ve, if it 
breathes oxygen, if it urinates, if it defe
cates, kill it." 

• According to Captain E ugene 
McCarley, the body count at the 
village/enemy base camp was, " ninety
some ... upwards of I 00." To which Peter 
Arnett inte1jected, "Including women and 
chi ldren." 

• Sergeant Mike Hagen added , " the 
majority of people there were not combat 
personnel. The infantry people they had we 
overran immediately. We basically destroyed 
everything there." Observation: Since there 
is no prosecutorial statute of limitations on 
murder or war crimes it seems more than 
bizarre that Van Buskirk, et al. wou ld admit 
on national television to being party to the 
intentio nal s laughter of innocent men, 
women and children - not to mention the 
murder of American "defectors." 

inal indictment of 28 of those in volved in 
My Lai. Are we to believe that any com
mande r in his right mind would ever con
sider issuing, or following, such orders as 
described by Van Buskirk? 

• As the mission unfolds we are told that 
the American force came under heavy enemy 
fire while flying into their objective and were 
forced to land "several miles from the base 
camp" and spent the next three days fighting 
its way to the objective. According to Hagan, 
"We had casualties before we even hit the 
ground." Observation: If you find yourself 
taking that much fire going into your LZ 
(landing zone) it's a pretty fair indicator that 
you've been compromised and that maybe 
it's time to abort the mission. Further, after a 
three-day moving fire-fight do you really 
expect anyone to be home when you reach 
the objective? 

Next comes the pa.rt of this tale that I 
find more confusing than the o ld Abbott and 
Costello skit, "Who's On First:" The vil 
lage. It was, but it wasn't. They knew about 
it, but they didn ' t. 

In the beginning of the story the audi
ence is to ld that on the third night of the 
fighting the SOG team "hunkered clown 
near the village" while Air Force A- l E 
Skyraiclers "prepped" the target with nerve 
agent GB: 

•At first light the commandos attack the 
village, even though Van Buskirk had earlier 
claimed that everyone on the team was 
wounded (Van Buskirk claimed that his legs 
were full of grenade frag and his rucksack 
had been shot off) and nearly out of ammo. 
Observation: Earlier in this tale Capt. Eugene 
McCarley says, "We weren' t looking for any 
village. We had no idea one was there and we 
stumbled on it by acc ident." Van Buskirk's 
version was that, "We had come into the 
camp quite by accident. My sergeant and I'd 
seen two clogs and we decided to follow the 
clogs, kill their owners then go to the LZ. The 
clogs took us to the camp." 

Time out. First, they have A- I Es gas a 
village/base camp they don ' t know is there, 
then they plan and execute a dawn attack on 
the same "unknown" village? M akes as 
much sense as the rest of this story. 

• Van Buskirk tells of the Montagnarcls 
advising him and Hagen that the hootches 
contained "beaucoup roundeyes" (what Van 
Buskirk deemed American deserters) dead 
in the hootches. To which Arnett throws in , 
"Bodies that looked like Americans, in the 
hootches." Says Van Buskirk, "A dozen, I 5, 
maybe 20." 

Arnett: " Van Buskirk looked inside only 
one hootch. He says the dead looked like 
hamburger meat." 

Van Buskirk: "When J looked in the 
hootch it was a mess ... just pieces of human 
be ings." 

Arnett: "According to several comman
dos, the bodies d1ought to be American 
defectors were not identified and no bodies 
were brought out." 

Observation: Let's see if I' ve got this 
right. The SOG team, one of whose missions 
in life was intelligence gathering, never took 
any photos of the "American deserters" even 
though they took plenty of photos of every 
other aspect of the operation, including the 
Spacls (A- IE Sky raiclers), or of patching up 
the wounded and the defector-filled hootches, 
never gad1erecl documents or otherwise acted 
" intelligent." Yet, remarkably, Van Busk.irk 
could tell not only sex, but national origin and 
military status just from "hamburger meat" 
and "pieces of human beings." 

Further, after 30-plus years in the explo
s ives business, I find it mi raculous, to say 
the least, that d1e bodies inside these flimsy 
hootches are "hamburger" yet the hootch is 
intact. 

•Then there was Jim Cathey. Said to be 
an Air Force supply sergeant, he claims to 
have been on the ground observing " long 
shadows" in the village base camp fo r a 
period of fi ve hours. Observation: First, 
just what is an Air Force supply sergeant 
do ing on the ground in d1e middle of a 
SpecOps mission - let alone five hours 
before the main fo rce arrives. Second, how 
did he wind up "observing" a village base 
camp that Van Buskirk c laims the team did
n' t know ex isted? Interesti ngly, when CNN 
showed Cathey's A ir Force decorations the 
first to be seen was the Army Good 
Conduct Medal. 

Remember, this "operation" took place a 
fu ll 18 months after the international news 
media broke the story of the in famous My 
La i massacre , and six months after 
Lieutenant General William R. Peers ' spe
cial investigations-pane l called for the c rim- According to Hagan, "We had casualties before we even hit the ground." 
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The Whirlwind Of Tailwind 
23 Jwi.e - Soldier Of Fortune magazine Editor/Publ.isher Bob Brown and a small 

patrol made a rare raid inside the beltway of Washington, D.C. The mission was clear -
conduct an emergency extract of a heroic SOG patrol from the revisionist journalists of 
CNN/Time magazine, who on 7 June, nearly 30 years after the acl1lal event, put their Jie
guns on fullauto and riddled the patrol's honorable performance with a dastardly fusillade 
of lies, distortions and character assassinations. 

Unless you'd been totally ignoring the national media, you'd heard of the first story 
presented on a new CNN!fone joint program, NewsSta11d. Titled, "Valley of Death," this 
electronic atrocity purported to describe an action that occurred as part of Operation 
Tailwind and presented these totally implausible cl.aims: (I) that in September 1970, a 
SOG team of U.S. soldiers and Montagnard strikers was ordered to raid a com.pound in 
the Laotian jungle; (2) that the mission was to kill numerous American defectors that were 
thought to be located at this site; and (3) that USAF Spads dropped lethal Sarin nerve gas 
onto the enemy force while it was closely engaged with the SOG patrol, killing women 
and children at the compound (but inexplicably not killing any members of the SOG unit). 

Words strong enough to describe the full measure of CNN's treachery cannot be print
ed, even in a magazine known to print an unprintable word or two. The reporter of record, 
Peter Arnett, and his two producers, April Oliver and Jack Smith, did what even the NVA 
soldiers never did - tan-ed these valiant warriors as wanton killers of women and children. 

But CNN's sleazy attempt to assassinate the historical truth has backfired, and disas
trously so for the new owners of Ted Turner's once "hard news and breaking news" network. 

At a well-attended press conference at the National Press Club (appropriately held in 
the First Amendment Room), Brown presented a panel of retired and former warriors with 
specific expertise to debunk the CNN mendacity. The three most effective panelists were 
themselves veterans of SOG operations in Southeast Asia. 

Former platoon leader Steve Feldman spoke of monitoring the radio nets at the base 
camp while his SOG buddies fought for their very survival in the mountainous jungle. 
Anyone who has ever had comrades in a desperate fight can relate to Feldman's main point: 
None, not a single one, of the sensational issues raised by Arnett and crew were discussed 
over the commo nets as the events took place. At times like this, OPSEC and caution large
ly go out the window. Truth is spoken by desperate soldiers, fighting in close qumters. There 
isn't time to be concerned about not mentioning significant acts, like U.S. defectors being 
encountered and killed, and lethal nerve gas being used in one's immediate proximity. 

Tom Marzullo, a former SOG NCO, had begun his own investigation last foll when he 
heard of the CNN investigation. At the SOF news conference, he announced that CNN 
had just taken legal action to keep their former military affairs consultant, Major General 
Perry Smith, USAF (Ret.), from discussing the circumstances of his resignation from 
CNN for their failure to correct their egregious mistake. 

But, by far, the most devastating witness to CNN's calumny was former SOG medic 
Mike Rose. This now-middle-aged soldier had been the medic with the very SOG raid that 
CNN strained so hard to smear as war criminals. As Mike described in .calm, matter of
fact-tones the four-day running firefight his unit had deep inside Laos, the gap between 
their true heroic action and CNN's squalid grab for headlines, could not have been greater. 

The gap was made larger to this observer by the fact that Mike Rose did not even wear 
on his suit's lapel the DSC pin he had been awarded with the Army's second highest dec
oration for battlefield valor. (Bob Brown mentioned that Mike's petformance had initial
ly been recommended for the Medal of Honor.) 

From conversations with several other journalists, I know d1ere is great concern that 
such rancid crap can be presented on a major news outlet, can be hyped as the result of an 
eight-month investigation, and can be so flat-assed wrong. The CNN production team's 
blatant errors and selective use of questionable sources, while ignoring much more cred
ible sources, raise questions as to whether some unseen agenda was driving the story 
along a pre-determined - and known to be false - story line. 

Bob chose to throw the full weight of SOF into what may well be the pivotal battle to 
rescue the trnth about U.S. military operations in the Vietnam War from the assault of 
those who are either terminally incompetent or intentionally dishonest. 

While I am ashamed that drivel like "Valley of Death" can pollute the airways of our 
country, I was proud to share a room with a soldier like Mike Rose. We owe him and his 
cohorts who served with honor our best efforts to redress this injustice. 

What can SOF readers do? I suggest three actions: ( l) monitor the in-house investiga
tions announced by CNN and Tim.e to see that full accountability is exacted; (2) demand 
that congress investigate what threat this debacle has created to oLu country's decades-old 
efforts to control the use and proliferation of chemical weapons (because CNN's false 
claims drnt Uncle Sam did in Laos, what Saddam did to his Kurds obviously effects our 
credibility); and (3) ensure that the Federal Communications Conm1ission considers this 
episode, and CNN's con-ective actions, before renewing applicable licenses for CNN to 
continue to operate "in the public interest." - Roger Charles 
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The Ordnance 
In the NewsStand piece, Arnett claims that 

CNN researchers had determined that the 
ordnance dropped from the A-IE Skyraiders 
during Operation Tailwind was the CBU-15 
filled with the nerve agent sarin (GB). 

• As Arnett described it, "During the 
evening American planes gassed the camp 
with deadly sarin nerve gas, dropping the 
special weapon CBU-15." 

Observation: In fact there was a "CBU-
15," and it did carry GB. However, it's not 
that simple. To better understand what we 
are talking about, lets look at the actual ord
nance being alluded to, as well as "the rest 
of the story." 

The CBU (Cluster Bomb Unit)-15/A 
was actually the designation of the SUU 
(Suspension Unit)-13/A when that unit was 
loaded with BLU (Bomb Live Unit)-19/B23 

"'~\~ 
The most devastating witness to CNN's calum
ny was former SOG medic Mike Rose. 

GB sub-munitions. The assembled unit was 
designed to be mounted on under-wing hard 
points of various military aircraft and could 
dispense up to 40 sub-munitions. The dis
penser (SUU-13/CBU-l 5) was not designed 
to be dropped from the aircraft. It dispensed 
its sub-munition payload then returned with 
the aircraft for reloading. 

Actually, the SUU-13/A could take on 
several designations, depending on its pay
load. For example: 

BLU-19/B23 GB Bomblet + SUU-13/A 
= CBU-15/A 

BLU-20/B23 BZ Bomblet + SUU-13/A 
= CBU-16/A 

BLU-39/B23 CS Bomblet + SUU-13/A 
= CBU-30 

The sub-munition (or bomblet) at the 
heart of this system was the BLU-19/B23. 
Filled with 1.7 kilograms (3.74 pounds) of 
nerve agent GB (sarin), the BLU-19 was a 
sheet-steel cylinder 9.4 inches long and 4.6 
inches in diameter. Running the center length 
of the bomblet was an explosive burster fit
ted with an FMU-50/B all-ways-acting fuze. 

Forty BLU-l 9/B23 bomblets were 
loaded into the CBU-15/A giving a total 
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agent weight of 68 kilograms ( l49.6 
pound ). Set prior to flight, the bomblets 
could be individuaIJy or ripple-fi red. To 
demonstrate the total illogic of the assertion 
of GB use on Operation Tailwind, theoreti
cal weather conditions, etc. were used to 
whip up a quick-and-dirty estimated c loud
width/downwind hazard area of the alleged 
toxic GB cloud: 

, _.J.'t;f ... ":l'"l·;: 
,,- ~~':Ji!'!: 

With only one BLU-19 being dropped, 
the toxic cloud would be approximately 
lOO meters wide at the base, 200 meters 
wide at the apex and 400 meters long. 
Without detailed knowledge of several 
factors, calculating the hazard for a full 
load of 40 bomblets wouldn ' t be possible. 
However, g iven optimal conditions, such a 
cloud could very well cover several square 
kilometers. 

" I looked down into the valley and all I see is bodies. They're not 
fighting anymore. They're no longer combatants ... you're climbing 
over bodies." 

... pop ... pop ... pop." 
Observation: If what he 
describes was a GB attack 
the multiple "pops" would 
indicate several GB 
bomblets. If this were the 
case (if it were GB) under 
the conditions described, 
no one would have sur
viva l. On the other hand, 
what he describes doe fit 
an airdrop of the E-158/E-
159 Tactical CS (riot con
trol agent) Canister 
Cluster: CS, a non-lethal 
" tear gas" agent, was 
commonly used during 

The bottom line is, given the statements 
of Van Buskirk, Hagen and others that many 
of them had thrown away or damaged the ir 
protective masks, even if it were an avail
able option the idea of ca!Ung in a GB strike 
would be suic idal. Period! 

Smoking Guns 
The biggest give-away that this entire 

assertion of CBU-15s or BLU-19s being 
used is absolute Bravo Sierra, is the fact 
that the world never heard about it until 
now. Not from the American news media or 
former Gls, but from Pravda and the entire 
Soviet propaganda machine. A fact that 
eludes those who have never seen a battle
field (and even many who have), is that 
there is always a lot of shit left over. From 
high-explosive projectile or bomb frag
ments, to empty metal smoke munitions to 
the remnants of chemical or biological ord
nance, there is always something left that 
bears the "signature" of what it was and 
who it belonged to. 

Consider, if BLU- l 9s were used as 
described they would have left behind metal 
fragments and agent residue with " U.S.A." 
written all over them. Further, an autopsy of 
the corpses would have fairly screamed 
"nerve-agent poisoning." And if you don ' t 
think Ivan wouldn't have discovered and 

· exploited this to the ends of the earth , have 
I got some swamp land for you! 

Classical Gas 
Moving on to the real heart of this yarn 

it soon becomes even 
clearer, if that's possi
ble, that Mr. Arnett and 
crew fai led to do their 
homework. 

In describing the 
"cover gassing" of the 
withdrawing SOG team, 
Van Buskirk and crew 
really let the cat out of 
the bag. For example: 

GB is not "sticky." Its viscosity and evapo
ration rate is much like gasoline. Further, if 
you ever got enough GB on your skin to tell 
if it was sticky, or even watery, take out the 
fork - you' re clone. 

•After claiming that he had thrown away 
his protective mask, Van Buskirk now call 
in a GB sn·ike, telling the pilots, "I want the 
bad of the bad." Observation: Forget die 
"B" movie dialogue. Here' s a Lroop leader 
who not only has no protective mask him
self, but admits that many of his men are, 
likewise, without ... and he calls in a nerve
agent strike? Riiight! 

• Now Van Buskirk says that he was, 
"Running and throwing up and unable to 
breathe" and that Hagen was, " in convul
sions ... snot running out of his nose ... his 
eyes were dilated ... the man was bent over." 
Observation: What Mr. Van Buskirk is 
attempting to do is describe himself and 
Hagen suffering from nerve-agent poison
ing. Just a couple of problems here: Nerve 
agent cause the eyes to pinpoint, not dilate. 
And the biggie: If Van Buskirk and Hagen 
were displaying the described symptoms as 
a result of a GB attack they would be in 
what is known as the seriou phase of 
nerve-agent poisoning. At this stage they 
would most likely be beyond self-aid and 
would require immed iate first-aid ass is
tance. And they would damn well require 
atropine. Iron ically, although Peter Arnett 
claimed that the team was equipped with 
atropine injectors, no mention is ever made 
of any being used. 

• ln describing the "nerve-gas" attack, Van 
Buskirk says, " it staitecl coming ... pop ... pop 

Craig Schmidt 
states that, "Everything 
got sticky. We turned our 
sleeves down to cover 
ourselves as much as 
possible." Observation: 

"Everything got sticky. We turned our sleeves down to cover our
selves as much as possible." 
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the Vietnam Wai-. 

Say What? 
During the final phase of the SOG 

team's extraction Van Buskirk's description 
of events, which had so far been right out of 
the Twilight Zone, were about to enter die 
realm of the X-Files. 

The effect of the, "ga " on the enemy 
n·oops was described by both Hagen and 
Van Buskirk: 

• Hagen says, "They had dirown up. 
They' re in convulsions on the ground. 1 
don't think too many of them got up and 
walked away." 

• Van Buskirk claims there were enemy 
bodies everywhere. First he says, "I looked 
clown into the valley and all I see is bodies. 
They' re not fighting anymore. They' re no 
longer combatants ... you' re climbing over 
bodies." Then he changes his story and 
describes the enemy corpses as being, "so 
frantic they' re getting in die helicopter with 
you. We had to shoot them off the back 
ramp." Observation: Beam me up Scottie! 

Although this critique has already grown 
long, and could continue to go on ad nause
am, the point has been made. 

The bottom line is that not just nerve 
agents, but in fac t all toxic chemical war
fare agents were, and ai·e, c lass ified a 
"specia l weapons." This placed them in the 
same category as nuclear weapons. You 
didn ' t just wake up one morning, decide, 
'Tm going to deploy some GB today" and 
pop down to your local ammo dump to load 
up a few rounds. Just as widi nuclear muni
tions, the use of lethal war gasses was 
strictly limited to presidential directive and 
there was no such directi ve ever is uecl dur
ing the Vietnam War. 

The fa llout over this story is fai· from 
over. Shortly after the story a[red, CNN's 
military analyst since the Persian Gulf War, 
retired Air Force Major General Perry 
Smith, resigned in disgust. Never consulted 
by Arnett or any of the NewsSwnd produc
tion staff during the preparation of this 
piece, and fa iling in his attempt to convince 
CNN brass to issue a retraction, Smith said, 
"I can' t work fo r an organization that would 
do something like this and not fess up to it." 

Richard L. Sherrow is SOF '.5 con1ribu.1-
i11g ediwr forfore11sic sciences. ~ 
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T 
his is the first time - probably the 
only time - the reader wi ll find 
an article in Soldier Of Fortune 
that concerns endangered wi ld 
flowers. But one day you may 

read again of Keith Robinson, a coura
geously stubborn Scot and self-appointed 
savior of some of Hawaii 's most endan
gered native plant species. And in that 
quest, he also has become a champion of 
private-property rights and, more impor
tantly, the Second Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The Kauai Wild life Reserve, as 
Robinson calls his 100-acre enclave hidden 
deep in the family's 47,000-acre Kauai 
estate bordering Waimea Bay - site of 
Captain James Cook 's first landing in the 
islands in 1778 - "could not exist if it 

were not for the Second Amendment," he 
emphasized repeatedly during several days 
of interviews with SOF in Apri l. 

"If I were an ordinary unarmed taxpay
er," Robinson sa id, "the government ... 
could have just thrown me out. ... Nobody 
wou ld have paid any attention. Even though 
there are antigun laws in Hawaii ... I was 
able to pose a cred ible warning d1at I would 
defend my rights and property, if necessary, 
with deadly force . ... " 

This story is written with the hope that if 
Kei th Robinson 's name does gain wide 
recognition, it does so in acknowledgment 
of his hard work and refusal to compromise 
hi s o ld-fashioned principles, and hi s suc
cesses in saving endangered plant species, 
and not in the notoriously tragic context of 
a David Koresh or a Randy Weaver. 

Robinson , 56, describes re lati ons 
between himself and " the high-level muck
ety-mucks" in state and federal envirnn
mental agenc ies as "a persistent state of 
cold war." He has repeated ly said in public 
- inc luding testimony in Honolulu before a 
legis lative committee considering enact
ment of a gun-control measure - that he 
would have no hesitation about using dead
ly force to defend his constitutional rights. 

" I have no wife and chil dren to wo rry 
about," he ex pla ined to SOF. "Honest 
people like myself have no future under 
the present system. And with my fam il y 's 
awfu l he red ita ry hi s tory of can cer, I 
expect that within I 0 or 15 years , I co uld 
eas ily di e a pa inful , lingeri ng death , just 
like my fa the r did. 

"Now don 't get me wrong," he cau-

Keith Robinson stops to confer with his broth
er, Bruce, and a hunting party of native 
Hawaiians on Niihau, where feral pigs (inset) 
have all but destroyed the ranch 's fragile , 
drought-stricken pastures. The family 's knowl
edge of plant and animal management, and of 
habitat destruction, is born of bitter experience 
and hard work, although state and federal 
bureaucrats in air-conditioned offices would 
like to take over the Robinson 's private land 
holdings with the attitude that "we know best." 



tioned. 'Tm not a nut prone to commit sui
cide understand? But if the government 
comes to get me, and take my reserve by 
armed force, I have nothing to lose, and I 
may be able to strike a blow for freedom in 
the process that would get the attention of 
other Americans, to get them to realize that 
their rights are being threatened, too." 

One Man And Right 
Equal A Majority 

Robinson 's story is not just about wild 
flowers, but about a solitary man - a gad
fly, if you wi ll - who has chosen to take a 
stand against the arbitrary whimsy of perni
cious federal environmental law and its sub
ornation of the private property rights sup
po edly protected by the U.S. Constitution. 

A gadfly is defined as "a person who 
annoys others or rouses them from com
placency." He has defied federal and state 
environmental protection laws, such as the 
Endangered Species Act, denounced the 
agencies mandated to enforce those laws, 
dared them to encroach on his family's 
extensive land holdings and publicly 
declared his intent to use deadly force in 
his defense. 

And in that laborious process, he has nur
tured a small network of underground Luther 
Burbanks and other supporters - some of 
them common-sense government bureau
crats - who have watched in bemused 
curiosity as they wonder what this eccentric 
man in sweat-stained work clothes and green 
construction helmet might do next. 

He and his brother, Bruce; and their 
aging mother, Helen; are fourth- and fifth
generation descendants respective ly of 
Eliza Sinclair, an adventurous Scots woman 



who decided in the earl y 1860s to sell the 
fa mily's prosperous sheep fa rming opera
tion in New Zealand and strike out for a 
more stimulating frontier. The fa mily 
looked at British Columbia and northern 
Ca li fo rnia, but sailed back to Hawa ii. They 
bought Niihau, Hawaii 's westernmost 
island, for $ 10,000 in gold from the monar
chy, and later expanded their holdings to 
nearby Kauai, which gets far more rai n than 
drought-prone Niihau. 

The Robinson fami ly, now part of Gay 
& Robinson sugar company, owns approxi
mately 47 ,000 acres on the south shore of 
Kauai , another 4,000 acres on the island 's 
north shore, and the entire is land of Niihau, 
which covers roughly 100 square miles. 

Keith Robinson recalls an idyllic child
hood, grow ing up on Kauai, and spending 
weeks at the sprawling plantation house hi s 
ancestors bui lt on Niihau in the 1870s. It is 
a crumbling ruin now, its airy kitchen still 
equipped with the cookware used to feed an 

Departing the "Forbidden Island," hunting party prepares to leave Niihau, Hawaii 's only privately 
owned island, now beset with economic woes caused, Keith Robinson said, by state government 
run by "power-mad taxaholics whose political philosophy is part Karl Marx and part Marie 
Antoinette." If the chopper looks familiar, you saw it in Jurassic Park, filmed on Robinson's 
47,000-acre ranch on nearby Kauai. 

Invaders Zero, Ha"1aiians O ne 

N iihau , Hawaii 's westernmost island , was of intense interest 
to the governments of both Imperi al Japan and the United 
States in the 1930s. There is ev idence, fo r instance, that 

Japan considered the island as a staging area for an invasion of the 
Hawaiian Islands, and it was a designated emergency landing spot 
for fi ghter aircraft returning from the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Pres ident Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the first U.S. com
mander-in-chief to visit Hawaii , in 1934, and on that trip , he 
crui sed the Kaulakahi Channel between Niihau 's northeast tip 
and the much larger island of Kauai , 17 miles away. A decade 
later, wi th World War II in its final year, FDR pondered the pos
sibility of acquiring Nii hau as an ideal site fo r a headquarters 
for the new-world-order body he envi sioned, what later became 
the Un ited Nations . 

"He made a note of the idea," wrote 
Ruth M. Tabrah in her hi story book, 
Niihau: Th e Last Hawaiian Island. But the 
note wasn't turned up by scholars un ti I 
" long after the establi shment of the U.N. 
headquarters in New York ... " 

The U.S. Navy sent an unofficial emi s
sary, an eminent intelligence officer, to visit 
the island 's owners, the Robinson family, in 
the early 1930s. He had an unusual request: 
Wou ld the Robinsons consider cri ss-cross
ing its fl at pastures and dry lake beds with 
trenches that would make them unsuitab le 
for landing an airplane? The federal gov
ernment could appropriate no fund s, he 
quietly explained, for such a budgetary line 
item mi ght draw unwanted attention. But, 
he assured them, their cooperation was of 
the utmost vita l interest. 

The Robinsons, Scots immigrants from 
New Zealand whose ancestors bought the 
island from the Hawai ian monarchy in 
1864, agreed. The hard scrabble digging in 
the orange volcanic soi l began by hand , and 
a small bulldozer was later bought to speed 
up the tedious process. It remains on Niihau 
today, behind the ruins of the original 
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Robinson plantation house, a vine-enshrouded, rusting hulk that 
bears silent witnes to Keith Rob inson's belief that the U.S. gov
ernment and Roosevelt knew well in advance that Japan planned to 
eventuall y attack Hawaii . 

The rest, as the old saw goes, is hi story. By 7 December 194 1, 
the secret trenching project was complete. The island ranch and the 
family's extensive holdings on nearby Kauai were then run by fo ur 
Robinson brothers, all Harvard-ed ucated. 

Res idents earl y that: morning had heard and seen swarms of air
planes overhead, fl ying eastwa rd toward Oahu. At about noon, a 
ranch employee, Hawil a Kaleohano, was returning home from 
church when he was start led by a plane with bright red orbs on its 
wings descending from the sky with the obvious intention of land

ing in a grassy fie ld. The pi lot of the 
Mitsubi shi A6M2 fighter, a squadron sec
tion leader named Nishikaichi , could not 
see from the air that concealed beneath the 
grass were deep furro ws plowed fo r just 
such an event. 

The landing gear and an auxil iary fuel 
tank were ripped from beneath by the rough 
terrain, but the Japanese Zero was otherwise 
intact, Nishikaichi momentari ly stunned. 
Kaleohano moun ted one wing and opened 
the canopy. The di soriented pil ot reached for 
the Nambu Type 14 pistol in his shoulder 
holster. Ka leohano, a muscul ar man accus
tomed to hefting sheep on hi s shou lder, dis-

Keith Robinson , right, and Captain Tom 
Bayley, skipper of nuclear attack submarine 
Santa Fe, examine scavenged remnants of 
Japanese Zero. Short of fuel , it landed on 
Niihau 7 December 1941, hours after attacking 
Pearl Harbor - the first intact Zero recovered 
for intelligence analysis. I\ also led to first 
defection of a U.S. citizen, an islander who 
helped Zero's pilot escape. Initially stripped by 
Naval Intelligence of its engine and other 
vitals, air frame has been scavenged over the 
decades. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUN E ~ SEPTEMBER 1998 



extended fami ly that included scores of 
native ranch hands and Hawaijan cowboys. 
The horse-drawn buggy that carried him to 
church as a youth sits crushed by a col
lapsed shed roof. During a visit to the island 
that is closed to outs iders without an invita
tion, he wistfully pointed out bis old bed
room, and recalled days of hard work under 
the tutelage of his grandparents, parents, 
aunts and uncles, and native Hawaiians. 

Merino sheep, brought from New Zealand in the 1860s, romp across beach near Kikepa Point on 
Niihau. Robinson family, beset with estate tax bills in excess of $1 million, has been forced to shut 
down ranching operation, idling most of native workforce. The families live rent-tree in modest, 
but well-kept, houses and live off the sheep, cattle and feral pigs, as well as the ocean's bounty, 
in a simple and idyllic - but sometimes harsh - existence. 

After graduation from the University of 
California with a degree in ranch manage
ment and horticulture - a time when he 
helped poUce infiltrate the increasingly vio
lent left-wing antigovernment movement 
- Robinson went home to help run .the 
fami ly business. llis armed run-ins with 
hippies and local marijuana growers, who 
trespassed on family property to raise their 
illicit crop, became the stuff of local legend. 
He wasn ' t always well-liked by everyone in 
the community. But he stuck by his princi
ples - and hi s guns. 

armed the pilot and, noting bullet holes in the aircraft, took one of 
Ame1ica's first prisoners of war in the Pacific Theater. 

As he marched the pilot at gunpoint toward the nearby plantation 
house, Kaleohano noticed that Nishikaichi seemed eager to conceal 
a bundle of papers protruding from the inside pocket of his fli ght 
jacket. The sheaf of mj)jtary orders, which would become an intel
ligence bonanza, were confiscated and carefu lly hidden. 

Nishi kaichi spent that Sunday night locked in a barn behind the 
Robinson estate, until Navy authorities cou ld be contacted at Pearl 
Harbor. Without radios, the locals had no way of knowing that the 
Navy base was in flames, much of the U.S. fleet crippled or 
destroyed. The Niihau incident mjght have ended there except fo r a 
ranch employee named Yoshio Harada, a Hawaiian-born U.S. citi
zen whose parents had immjgrated from Japan. 

Harada, then 37, had come to Niihau three years earlier under 
somewhat murky circumstances, with the implication that he was 
fleeing gambling debts. He got a job as the supply keeper for the 
Robinson's ranch, and his wife, also the offspring of Japanese 
immigrants, worked as a housekeeper fo r the Robinsons. They were 
among a crowd of curious onlookers who gathered Monday morn
ing to see Nishikaichi. 

According to Tabrah's history, Nishikaichi "cleverly played on 
Harada 's sympathies" and began speakjng to him in Japanese, 
which the other Hawaijans could not understand. The upshot was 
that Nisrukaichi convinced Harada to help him escape, and Harada 
became the fi rst U.S. citizen to defect to the Japanese. 

The ranch employees were at a loss as to what to do with the 
captive because the Robinsons were all at their estate on Kauai. 
Alymer Robinson, who usually arrived on Monday morning, fa iled 
to do so. Hawaii was by then under martial law and all but military 
marine traffic was forbidden. By Wednesday, Harada and hi s wife 
convinced Kaleohano and others that Nishikaichi should be moved 
out of the locked shed to more commodious quarters. It was done, 
and Nishikaichi was left under the guard of two men, one of them 
armed with a shotgun. On Friday, when the unarmed guard decided 
to fish to relieve hi s boredom, Nishi kaich i and Harada made their 
move, eas ily overpowering Hanaiki Niheu . 

A reign of terror lasting several days ensued, as Nishikaichi , 
apparently desperate to recover hi s captured documents, began ran
sacking homes at gunpoint, aided by Harada. The shotgun and the 
pilot's pistol, which they also recovered, were augmented by two 
machjne guns that were removed from the Zero and mounted in 
Nibeu 's horse-drawn wagon. 

Nishikaichi fired his pi stol at Kaleohano, hi s original captor, as 
the Hawaiian ran for the bush from his hiding pl ace in a privy. An 
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old woman who was reading her Bible was threatened by the pilot, 
who got a stern lecture on the wages of sin. Nishikaichi fired sev
eral shots into her ceiUng, but the woman, unfazed, calmJy 
returned to her reading. 

Driving the wagon to a rise overlooki ng the ljttle vill age of 
Puuwai , Nishikaichi opened fire at midnight with the machine 
guns, fi ring a stream of tracer bullets over the rooftops. The vil
lagers fl ed into the bush to hide. Ultimately, two islanders decid
ed something must be done to stop the enemy pilot and hfa trai
torous comrade. 

While the pilot and his accomplice were in a home threatening 
the occupants in an effort to recover the pilot's papers , the two 
men , Benihakaka Kanahele and Koahaki la Kaliimahuluhulu, 
snuck up to the wagon and quickly removed the belted ammunj
tion, rendering the machine guns useless. They then waited for 
morning to surprise Nishjkaichi and Harada. 

The surprise backfired, though, and Nishikaichi got the drop on 
the two brave islanders that Saturday morning. But as Nisrukaichi 
threatened to shoot a husband and wife if his papers were not 
returned, and then begin kjl!ing residents one by one, Kanahele 
made a move. The pilot shot him in the chest with the .32-caliber 
Nambu pistol. As he rai sed the pi stol for the coup de grace, a 
neighbor's wife grabbed the pilot by the arm, and the gravely 
wounded Kanahele made one last valiant effort. 

The big Hawaiian, one of the strongest ranch bands on the 
is lands, grabbed the smaller Japanese man by the neck and leg and 
hoisted him up like a sheep. Nishikaichi fired one shot, which 
grazed Kanahele 's trugh. Adrenalin-charged, Kanahele threw 
Nishikaichi against a stone wal l, crushing his skull. The pilot was 
also found with his throat slit, an act one account attributes to 
Kanahele's terrified wife. 

Seeing what happened, a horrified Harada turned the shotgun 
around, pressed the barrel against his belly and pulled the trigger. 
Mrs. Kanahele fled for help and Harada, prostrate and bleeding, 
begged Kanahele not to leave him to die alone. Pulling himself up, 
the hefty Hawaiian limped for the door, turning as he stumbled out 
to say, " I don' t want to die here with you." 

A rescue party arrived the next morning, 14 December. They 
found the vi llage eerily quiet and apparently abandoned. The resi
dents , it turned out, including the wounded Kanahele, were all in 
the old church, calmly holding their regular Sunday service. 
Interrupting, the rescuers asked where to find the Japanese pilot. 

"He's dead," they were told, and the Niihau people returned to 
their singing. 

-J.L.P. 
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A very patriotic man, an Army veteran 
who was once a nationally ranked rifle 
shooter, Robinson laments the loss of the 
nation's moral direction. 

"American government ... has become a 
promoter and defender of ev il ," he wrote in 
March to a Japanese magazine editor. " I do 
not make these charges lightl y. . .. Our 
national govern ment is systematica lly 
destroyi ng the nation 's 
moral ity ... waging an 
acti ve war agai11st decency 
and common sense. It is 
deliberately forci ng U.S. 
citizens to accept and toler
ate sodomy .. .. Our govern
ment discourages hard 
work and thrift with heavy 
taxation; it rewards laz i
ness ... and vice with gener
ous welfare benefits. 

"From the cradle to the 
grave, the government dis
courages di scipline and 
encourages lawless ness," 
he wro te. "Parents who 
spank their ch ildren are 
accused of ch ild abuse. 
Teachers who discipline 
unruly students are reprimanded or fired. 
Burglars and tTespassers who get hurt can 
sue property owners they ra id . Honest citi
zens can be prosecuted and jailed for resist
ing or injuring criminals." 

While Robinson has drawn scant atten
tion from the U.S. news media outside 
Hawaii , he caught the fancy of the nation
a l print and broadcas t media in Japan for 
his stubborn refusal to compromi se in a 
dispute with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and other environmental agencies. 
In open defiance of federa l law, he di strib
uted seeds of endangered plants to "private 
indi viduals, the state government, anybody 
... I have never accepted money for my 
work, ever. .. . This work is en tire ly funded 
from my own pocket." 

Sour Endangered Grapes 
Keith Robinson is less an irritant to 

bureaucrats for his outspoken criticism of 
them than because of his uneq ualed suc
cesses in single-handedly doing a lot more 
with far less than the government in sav ing 
endangered native plant life in Hawaii , 
which has more such flora on the verge of 
extinction than any place in the U.S. and 
most of the world. 

Hawaii is the most isolated of any major 
island chai n in the world, centrall y located 
in the earth's oldest, broadest and deepest 
ocean. Scientists believe that when the first 
humans arrived more than 1,000 years ago, 
99% of the an imals and plants they found 
existed nowhere else on the planet. They 
had evolved in total isolation and had few or 
no natural predators. That changed as 
humans brought a variety of new plant and 
animal life. 

In 1986, Robinson began hi s endan
gered nati ve plant preserve in secret. It was 
grueling work , and a ll of the fencing and 
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other equipment needed to protect the 
specimens from voracious fera l pigs, rats 
and other predators had to be packed in on 
the fi na l stretch on Robinson's back. Hi s 
work soon drew attention. Sometimes it 
was positive, sometimes not. But no one 
coul d deny that Keith Robinson had a 
proverbia l green thumb . 

lJ1 1992, fo r examp le, onl y one example 

Keith Robinson (above) surveys remnants 
of reservoir on arid Niihau. Kauai, only 17 
miles northeast, has volcanic mountain jun
gles averaging more than 400 inches of rain, 
with towering waterfalls, such as one owned 
by the Robinsons that was featured in 
Jurassic Park. The Navy wants to lease 
reservoir site to test missiles. Against the 
expressed wishes of Niihau 's 190 residents , 
who say the test facility would provide badly 
needed jobs on Niihau, Hawaii 's tree-bug
gers oppose the Navy lease, saying it would 
endanger environment. (below) Niihau resi
dent Paul Kaohelaulii , left, and his wife, 
Luana, right, talk with Bruce Robinson, one 
of the island's owners, in front of the village 
square at Puuwai, site of island's one-room 
school, community building and century-old 
church. Robinson 's great-great grandmoth
er, Eliza Sinclair, bought island from King 
Kamehameha V for $10,000 gold in 1864. 
Hawaii 's liberal political elite criticize 
Robinson family as feudal landlords and 
characterize island residents as de facto 
vassals - but the islanders say they cherish 
their simple, albeit sometimes hardscrabble 
life. Robinson is married to a Niihau native, 
making the fate of the island, its inhabitants 
and its owners a family affair. 

remained of the cyanea pinnatijida, a sin
gle-stalked flowering plant topped by a 
cluster of long, narrow leaves. It was under 
a rock ledge, a sickly specimen that did not 
flower. A pl ant biologist at the Uni versity of 
Hawaii 's Lyon Arboretum cloned cuttings 
from the plant. Those samples flowered in 
the lab, but fa iled to produce seeds. 

E nter Keith Robinson . He had single
handedly saved several other plants from 
the brink of extinction, without spending a 
penny of money from taxpayers or anyone 
e lse. Familiar with hi s successes in preserv
ing dozens of examples of endangered 
Dative plants, the arboretum sent Robinson 
some of the cloned plants in pots. He was 
able to bring them to healthy maturity, and 
produced thousands of seeds fo r further di s
tributi on. 

No Grandfather Rights 
But by 1989, three years after Robinson 

began what had, up un ti l that time, been 
legal efforts to save rare plants, provisions 
of the E ndangered Species Act went into 
effect, making Robinson as much an outlaw 
as the marijuana growers he had frequently 
evicted from his fami ly's property at gun
point. 

"I was working on my project before the 
rules got changed," he told SOF as he led 
the reporter on a tour of his preserve. "I'm 
in for a penny, I' m in for a pound. Those 
retroactive, ex post fac to rules and regula
tions have made me an arch cri minal, like 
some Bolivian drug lord. So I said the heck 
with it, I'm not going to obey any law that I 
consider crazy. I'm just goi ng to concen
trate on making the species survive. 

"I was already in so deep, it didn' t mat
ter anyhow. I' d already violated the envi
ronmental law," he gleefu lly acknowledged. 
"My only criteria: ls it honest, is it efficient, 
does it actua lly get the job done? I don ' t 
worry much about anything else." 

One example was an endangered plant in 
Wiamea Canyon. The government went out 
to preserve it in pl ace, aga inst Robinson's 
warn ings of fa ilure in those circumstances 
and in that location. The government spent 
$25,000 in one location and, for the most 
part, fai led. Meanwhile, Robinson took 
seeds of the same plant- harvested illegal
ly, he admitted - cu ltivated them at hi s pre

serve and successfu l
ly mass produced 
them. Hi s cost: $250. 

But Rob.inson's 
defiance of federa l 
and state environ
mental laws, which 
had been done in the 
dead of night on 
strenuous hikes into 
steep, volcan ic va l
leys, became public 
when the Honolulu 
newspapers published 
a story that he was 
giving away seeds for 
one of the worl d's 
rarest pl ants, the 
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Hidden deep in family's 47,000-acre estate on Kauai, Robinson began his preserve years before 
enactment of federal Endangered Species Act, but after its passage, it became Class C felony for 
him to own or handle federally listed plants. Robinson defied law, publicly offering free seeds to 
anyone, including feds. When U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service learned his preserve had only sur
viving examples of rare native tree, bureaucrats drafted plan to "secure and manage" private 
property "owned by Mr. Keith Robinson." While federal management has met with very mixed 
results at very high price, Robinson's hard work and stubborn resistance to government infer
ence has made his private reserve, which accepts no outside funds, an outstanding success. 
Here Robinson shows a hibiscus brackenridgei, the state flower of Hawaii, now almost extinct. 

Solanum sandwicense, an Oahu relative of 
the tomato and eggplant, extinct in the wild. 

After harvesting thousands of seeds that 
he had produced on his preserve, he tried to
give them to the Lyon Arboretum and the 
state Division of Forestry and Wildlife. 
They refused, c iting state and federal law 
forbidding anyone without a license from 

handl ing any endangered species. Robinson 
announced in the newspaper artic les that he 
would send I 0 seeds at no charge to anyone 
who sent him a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

The response, he said, was staggering. 
"I got more than 400 requests, some of 

them from some very prominent people 

Hero's welcome for returning native son: Henry Kaipo Kanahele, Jr. is hugged by one of his sons 
on arrival at village square on Niihau. Kaipo is senior enlisted engineer on Santa Fe. His skipper, 
Capt. Tom Bayley, is second from left. Kai po, whose father is island leader and church elder, want
ed to come home for re-enlistment ceremony on what will probably be his final hitch. At far left 
is chopper pilot and Vietnam vet Dave Nekomoto; at far right is Santa Fe's senior enlisted sailor. 
The Navy and Niihau residents have had a close relationship since the 1930s. 
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whose names I'm sure your readers would 
recognize. I handled each request personal
ly, to ensure their privacy." 

Even Hawaii 's state forester, Michael 
Buck, acknowledged that the law was 
"crazy. I'll g ive [Robinson] a pem1 it to do 
anything he wants to do." 

Afte r a decade of refus ing proposals to 
amend the law to help further the distribu
tion of seeds of rare species, instead of mak
ing outlaws out of well-meaning people, the 
law was changed. But Robinson's troubles 
with the government d idn ' t end there. 

In 1994, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
drafted a "recovery plan" for an endangered 
native Hawaiian tree, the Caesalpinia kavaien
sis, noting on page 17 that the only "mature, 
fru iting tree is on privately owned land. 
Currently, access to this land is not allowed, 
but the owner has an ongoing native plant con
servation program .... " 

Who Would Protect From 
The Protectors? 

Deeper in the federal env ironmental pro
posal, on page 51, a more ominous notation 
was made, calling for the federal govern
ment to "secure and manage ... habitat 
owned by M r. Keith Robinson." 

Although he had earlier allowed federal 
wildlife biologists to vis it his preserve, 
Robinson said he stopped doing so when he 
began to suspect that their interest in his 
activities was not so benign as they might 
have him be lieve. This proposal confirmed 
his fears. He said he communicated his 
intent to defend any encroachment on his 
preserve with deadly force, and he wrote a 
le tter saying he had destroyed the tree. 

The U.S. Fish and Wild li fe Service sent 
a reply, say ing its intentions were not 
malevolent, and had been " misunderstood." 

Robinson, who said he thinks the "eco
Nazis" will try sooner or later to take over 
his property, acknowledges that if the gov
e rnment does try such a forced seizure, 
" they' ll probably get it. I'm only one man, 
and I'm not as young as I used to be. But 
they' ll lose [people] ... because I'm an 
experienced shooter operati ng on his own 
terrain .... 

"After Waco and Ruby Ridge, if the gov
ernment 's next heroic exploit is to attack 
and murder a conservation worker in his 
own preserve," he said, " that is going to 
look very strange . ... " 

"The government is pretending to be 
serious ly misunderstood," he said. 
"Especially the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. They' re so sorry that I misunder
stood the ir intentions. They say that I'm 
paranoid, that they never really were inter
ested in taking over my preserve, that the 
phrase 'secure and manage ' Mr. Robinson's 
property does not imply any takeover. 
Hogwash." 

Robinson 's pristine preserve is a magnet 
for the "eco-Nazis and tree-huggers." While 
emphasiz ing that he has c lose fr iends 
among the low-level "Indians" who work 

Continued on page 68 
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Are Banks Anti-Semitic 
Or Anti-Semiautomatic? 
by Wayne Laugesen 

Longmont, Colo. - Rambo beat the 
commies, David kilJed Goliath and the 
Broncos won the Super Bowl in '98 . 
Underdogs can win. 

Meet Bob Glass, a gunstore owner who 
taught a giant national conglomerate -
Norwest Banks - to not mess with 
firearms owners. His tireless crusade 
against discrimination sends a c lear and 
powerful message to big business every
where: Gun owners won ' t be pushed 
around, even in today 's increasingly hosti le 
anti-gun political climate. 

In short, Glass was denied a bank 
account at Norwest because his inventory 
includes legal firearms considered by unin
formed critics to be "assault rifles." 

Astounded, Glass stood up for himself 
by demanding a written explanation of the 
bank's decision to refuse him as a customer. 
By the time Glass was through with them, 
bank personnel were reaping the backfire of 
their vicious intolerance. Through inter
views with the local and national press, 
Glass had media throughout metropolitan 
Denver critical of Norwest and sympathetic 
to the plight of Paladin Arms. 

Supporters of Glass planned a rally at 
the bank. Radio talk show hosts took up his 
cause. Renowned defense attorney Lee Hill 
came to his defense, adding Glass to a list of 
clients that includes Native American 
activists Russell Means and Leonard Peltier. 

Hill, Glass's attorney, said the bank's 
actions were a "throwback to the McCarthy 
era." He added: "We' re not talking about a 
dangerous gun-wielding extremist. They 
insulted Bob Glass and they insulted all of 
his customers by the way they treated him 
and anyone who would choose to own a 
defensive firearm." 

Glass contacted gun manufacturers 
throughout the United States, telling them 
his story. One major gun manufacturer, 
with accounts at Norwest, considered 
pulling its accounts if the bank 's shenani
gans didn't stop. 

After days of media scrutiny, the 
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Norwest Banks eventually apologized to Glass, and invited him to open an account. No further 
details about the agreement are available, as all parties agreed to keep them secret. 

Longmont branch personnel were gasping 
for air. They called in John Nelson, presi
dent of all Norwest Banks in Colorado. 

Within days of Nelson's involvement, 
the bank was publicly apologizing and wel
coming Glass with open arms to open a new 
account. He declined, having found another 
bank in town that welcomed his business 
from clay one. 

Take A Hike, Gun Dealer 
The ordeal began on 10 April 1998, 

when Glass walked up the street from his 
business, Paladin Arms, to open a new bank 
account at Norwest Bank's Longmont 
branch. He brought his two friendly dogs, a 
Siberian Husky and a Samoyed, and was 
treated hospitably by a female bank repre
sentative. She gave him the welcoming 
pitch and all the colorful brochures. 

She asked what business Glass owned, 
and he answered "Paladin Arms." 

"Oh, yes, l 've seen you around town 
walking your dogs," Glass recalled of her 
response. 

Glass took the brochures and returned 
to his store, where he planned to review 
them and decide what type of account to 
open. An hour later, he received a call 
from bank Vice President John Yarberry. 
But it wasn ' t one of those heartfe lt "thanks 

for considering us" follow-ups. 
Rather, it was the voice of a cold, 

unfriendly banker blatantly discriminating 
against him. Gun control, it seems, is always 
rooted in vicious intolerance and the need for 
one individual to control or oppress another. 

"ln an amazingly rude and condescend
ing voice, he said, "We're not interested in 
doing business with you; we know what 
kind of business you run," Glass told the 
Boulder Plan.et newspaper. 

Dismayed, Glass walked back to the 
bank in hopes of discussing the matter. The 
friendly account representative he'd spoken 
with earlier said, " It has to do with the fact 
you sell guns." 

Glass politely asked Yarberry and the 
account representative for pe1111ission to 
meet with Charlie Mack, president of the 
branch. They said Mack was in conference 
and would be unable to discuss the issue in 
person. Before leaving, Glass left his num
ber and asked to have Mack call him later. 

Later that day, bank attorney Gary 
Rosentrater called Glass and said Mack 
would not be contacting him. He asked 
Rosentrater for a written explanation as to 
why he his business was refused at the bank. 
Rosentrater refused. Without an explana
tion, Glass told Rosentrater, he had no 
choice but to suspect discrimination based 
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on the fact he's Jewish. Later that day, Glass 
told reporters it was: 

(A). He's Jewish, or 
(B). He sells weapons, including contro

versial semiautomatics. 
There it was, black and white and out in 

pub I ic. Barring further explanation, the 
bank was either: 

(A). Anti-Semitic, or 
(B). Anti-semiautomatic. 
Glass said at the time he suspected option 

"B." The bank would soon learn neither 
explanation would please the public or the 
press, including those who don 't like guns. 

The Jewish thing seemed to get 
Norwest's attention most Although Rosen
trater refused to give Glass a written expla
nation, during their phone conversation he 
verbally told Glass it had nothing to do with 
race, relig ion or ethnicity. Verbally, he con
ceded to Glass, the bank refused him 
because he sells assault rifles. 

Glass does not sell any fully automatic 
weapons. His store carries hunting rifles, 
semiautomatics and military-style weapons. 

CaLlers flooded die airwaves as the story 
unfolded on talk radio. Most said it's OK to 
dislike guns, but it's in no way kosher for a 
bank to discriminate on the bas is of race, 
color, creed or the nature of business someone 
is in. One outspoken radio host, Peter Boyles 
of Denver 's KHOW, routinely rails against 
guns, the NRA and the Second Amendment. 
He described himself as a satisfied Norwest 
customer. Despite all dlat, he suppo1ted Glass, 
and criticized Norwest for turning him away 
because of the rifles he sells. 

Not long after Glass spent more than an 
hour talking ]jve on the Boyles show, he 
received a phone call from someone he 
described as a "sweet-talking" bank presi
dent. He to ld one newspaper the call , from 
bank president Mack, was li ke a 
"Kafkaesque tum of events." 

"Bob, we had a terrible misunderstand
ing at the bank," Glass told a local newspa
per, recal]jng his conversation wi th Mack. 
"It had nothing to do with you selling rifles." 

Glass said Mack told him the refusal had 
to do with his appearance. Seems some 
bank employees, Mack told him, were 
frightened by his demeanor and his dogs. 

Glass, who stands S feet 6 
inches tal I and weighs 140 
pounds, told the Boulder 
Planet, ''I'm a middle-aged , 
balding guy with a nice gut on 
me, and I have two breeds of 
dogs specifically known for 
their gentleness." 

Still, Glass remained open
minded. Perhaps he looked 
funny that day, for some reason 
he didn't understand. He asked 
to view a tape of the bank 's 
video from that day, so he 
could discover what about his 
demeanor may have been 
intimidating. The bank refused 
him the tape, and continued to 
deny a written explanation for 
refusing his business. 

Bob Glass, owner of Paladin Arms gun store, 
was told he couldn't open an account at 
Norwest Bank, in Longmont, Colo. His store fea
tures legal military-style weapons that someone 
at the bank considered objectionable. 

Mack, and others at the bank, refused to 
answer questions by the media as to why 
Glass was turned away. By te lling reporters 
it had nothing to do with the nature of his 
business, bank officials effectively implied 
it had something to do with the credibility 
or character of Bob Glass - known in his 
communi ty as a financially stable, upstand
ing businessman who pays his bills on time. 

"I do hundreds of thousands of dollars a 
year with Colorado National Bank," Glass 
told the Longmont Daily Times-Call. "I've 
never had any shady business practices, my 
credit is solid and l have nothing to hide." 

Two weeks after Glass was turned away 
by Norwest, Colorado State Banking Com
missioner Richard Fulkerson said the bank 
could be on "shaky legal ground" for turn
ing him away, based on the nature of hi 
business. 

Getting nowhere toward obtaining a 
written explanation, Glass and Hill planned 
a peaceful demonstration at the bank on 
Friday, 8 May. Four days before the planned 
demonstration,, Glass was scheduled to 
appear on the Marty Nal itz radio talk show, 
to discuss his dilemma. 

That morni,ng, Norwest again showed its 
paranoia and distrust in an episode related to 
the Glass cont:Foversy. Dr. Norm Resnick, a 
talk show host on KHNC radio, in 
Johnstown, Colo., walked into a Norwest 
branch, in Greeley, Colo., and asked to speak 
to the manager. The manager was unavail
able. Resnick told a bank employee they 
should listen to the Nalitz show because "all 
hell was going to break loose on the radio." 

He left the building and returned later to 
find police, a bomb squad and a bank evacu
ation. Later that day, he told his radio audi
ence he'd have been face down wearing 
handcuffs had he not personally known sev
eral Greeley police officers at the scene. 
Resnick, a psychologist, once worked for the 
police department and was aL!owed to leave 
the Norwest premises after clearing things up. 

"Like the incident involving Mr. Glass, 
this was a misunder randing," said Cristie 
Drumm, public re lations manager fo r 
Norwest Banks of Colorado. "Mr. Resnick 
went in and said something big was going 
to happen to Norwest, and the employee 
didn 't hear him qualify that with 'on the 
radio.' It was unfortunate there was a mi -
understanding." 

That afternoon, as Resnick told his audi
ence about the Greeley incident, Nelson met 
with Glass at Paladin A.nns. Glass and Hill, 
his lawyer, agreed to meet with Nelson and 
other bank officials the next day. 

What happened in that meeting has been 
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classified " top secret" by 
~ Glass, Hill , Resnick and 

the others. Nobody's talkj ing, but a ll seem happy. 
- G lass even canceled the 

Norwest demonstration. 
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Publicly, the bank apol
ogized to Mr. Glass and 
invited him to open an 
account. Other arrange
ments wi 11 remain a secret, 
insist Glass, Resnick, Hill 
and a ll other parties 
involved. 

"We made some mis
takes and it was unfortu
nate," Drumm said. "It's all 
been worked out and 
everyone walked away 
happy." ~ 
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North American Arms' .32 ACP Guardian 

B
ackups are just that and a lmost 
always nothing more. No backup 
pistol ever made, if it is tru ly a 
minuscule design, can come 

close to being an acceptable substitute for a 
Kimber Custom Classic .45 ACP pistol. 
And anyone who leaves his primary carry 
piece at home because his back hurts or he's 
tired and stuffs a marginal-caliber handgun 
in his pocket, either walks in an environ
ment where no firearm is actually required 
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or is li ving in his own personal La-La-Land. 
It's possible that an operati ve in deep cover 
may only be able to carry a small pocket 
pistol in a groi n holster. But, outside of 
Hollywood that's not a common scenario. 

Backups are designed as secondary 
weapons. Unless the operation implodes, 
they will be rarely deployed. They are a 
form of insurance and as such they should 
be as re liable as possible, as small as possi
ble and chambered for the largest caliber 

that wil l fit into a Lilliputian envelope. 
There are four options that more or less 

fit the above specifications, all of them .32 
ACP pistols in a .25 ACP envelope: the new 
North American Arms, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
2 150 South 950 East, Provo, UT 84606-
6285; phone: 80 1-374-9990; fax: 801-374-
9998; web site: http://www.naaminis.com) 
Guardian; the Beretta Tomcat; the Seecamp 
LWS; and the Autauga 32. We' ll briefly dis
cuss the latter three later. 
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Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent a 
production series specimen of the North 
American Arms (NAA) Guardian .32 ACP 
pistol for test and evaluation. Overall length 
is 4.36 inches ( 110. 74 mm), with a height of 
3.23 inches (82.04 mm) and a width of 
0.850-inch (2 l.59 mm). The weight, empty, 
is 13.5 ounces (0.385 kg) and fully loaded, 
14.8 ounces (0.420 kg). The baJTel length is 
2. 185 inches (55.5 mm) with six-groove 
rifli ng and a right-hand twist of one turn in 
16 inches (406.4 mm). 

The frame is an investment cast ing of 
17-4 stainless steel. The slide is machined 
from 17-4 stai nless steel bar stock . The 
hammer, trigger, slide re lease and magazine 
catch are made by a process known as metal 
injection molding (MrM). This results in an 
exact component with no secondary 
machining required. The frame and top of 
the slide have a satin non-glare finish , while 
each side of the s lide features an attracti ve 
high poli sh. The NAA eag le logo and 
"Guardian .32 ACP" in script are electro
etched on the right side of the slide, while 
the NAA eagle logo and "NORTH AMERI
CAN ARMS Provo, Utah" are eleclrn
etched on the left side. There are I 0 deep 
cocking serrati ons on each side of the slide. 

Principally engi neered by the hi ghly 
regarded Israeli designer, Nehemia Sirkis, 
the pistol operates by means of unlocked 

blowback. Thus, the energy for the 

s lide 

cycle of operations comes from 
the effect of gas pressure on 

the empty cartridge 
case. The 

The trigger mechanism is 
double-action-only (DAO). Pulling the 
trigger moves the spring-loaded drawbar to 
the rear, which rotates the hammer. The 
hammer cannot be manually cocked. Jn its 
forward position, the hammer lies flush 
with the sEde and frame. When the hammer 
has rotated rearward about 3/4-inch, the 
d.rawbar releases it to go fo rward and strike 
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NAA Guardian represents the latest trend in minuscule pocket pistols: a .32 ACP chambering in 
a .25 ACP envelope. (below) Right-side view; note slide release button on the frame directly 
under the cocking serrations and used for disassembly. 

(below) Small backup pistols, such as the NAA Guardian, complement, but are no substitute for 
primary carry pieces such as this Colt Series 70 factory nickel Government Model. 

57 



Pocket Holsten for Pocket Pistob 
Each NAA Guardian pistol is equipped with a black nylon DeSantis zip-open pouch 

and brass padloc~. An elastic band on the inside secures both the pistol and a spare mag
azme. A steel chp on the outside per
mits belt carry. While this is a great 
storage pouch, I cannot endorse its 
use for presentation of the pistol, as 
it takes entirely too long to open 
the zipper. Throwing the NAA 
Guardian loose into you pocket 
is not an acceptable alternative, 
since every time you reach for 
the pistol it will be either upside 
down or backwards. Armed pro
fessionals do not carry pocket 
pistols in their pockets without 
first stuffing them into a prop
erly designed holster. Remem
ber, holsters of this type are not 
built for speed draws. They're Andrews Pocket Holster. 

designed to modify a pistol 's configuration and inhibi t it from 
"printing" through the clothing; and prevent it from rotating about in yow· pocket so that 
you can always reach the grip frame. 

Sam Andrews (Andrews Custom Leather, Dept. SOF, Rt. 4, Box 48, Alachua, FL 
~2615; phone: 904-462-0576 - send $2 for catalog) provides several holsters that are 
ideal. for deep concealment of the NAA Guardian .32 ACP pistol. Andrews has been 
craftmg custom combat holsters for 22 years. Located in north central Florida near 
Gainsville and just one hour south of the Georgia border, his customer base circl~s the 
globe, with a significant percentage of law enforcement personnel and now an even Iaro
er clientele of civilians, as a consequence of the spate of concealed carry legislati;n 
passed throughout the United States in the last several years. 

Sam uses only number one grades of oak-tanned cowhide. All of his holsters are 
han?-molded and stitched with heavy bonded nylon thread, which is sealed to protect 
agarnst the environment. Many of his holsters and belts feature a suede lining. His two 
models of pocket-type holsters do not. . 

.Sam's standard Pocket Holster is shaped to fill the pocket and keep the pistol upright 
whde also breaking up the outline to prevent "printing." This holster is constructed with 
the rough-side out so that it wi ll stay in the pocket when the pistol is drawn. The skirts 
are molded on a curve to lay flat against the leg. For a pistol the size of the NAA 
Guardian, the Pocket Holster costs only $25. For larger pistols, such as the AMT .45 
ACP BACK UP DAO, the price is $35. 

This holster is ideal for carrying the NAA Guardian in a front pants pocket. I usually 
carry small backup pocket pistols in 

the front strong-side pocket as I 
carry my primary piece on the 
weak-side in a crossdraw holster. 
However some authorities, such 
as Ken Hackathorn, recommend 
carrying pistols of this type in the 
front weak-side pocket, in case 
you need the pistol while you ' re 
shaking hands. Whatever you 
decide, be sure to stipulate on 
what side you' ll be carrying the 
pistol when you order a Pocket 
Holster from Andrews. 

Another alternative is the 

Andrews Wallet Holster. Andrews Wallet Holster. Unlike 
. those you keep on the handgun 

while you shoot (possession of which together with the pistol constitutes an unregistered 
AOW -:- Any Other Weapon - according to the BATF), you must draw the weapon 
from this rig, which was designed mainly for hip-pocket carry. Another rough-side-out 
holster, its full-length shield faces the outside and it is welted below the pistol. Both fea
tures are intended to prevent "printing." This holster sells for $45. 

All of Sam Andrews' holsters are of the highest quality and meet the strictest 
professional standards. I can endorse these pocket holste rs without qualifications. 

- P.G.K. 
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the spring-loaded firing pin. There is no 
external safety. The trigger pull weight on 
our test specimen was exactly IO pounds. 
The trigger is smooth, with no sharp edges. 
Two nested recoil springs have been uti
lized with a very short recoil-spring guide 
rod. A serious amount of muscle is required 
to retract the sl ide. There are no external 
manual safeties. ' 

As the magazine follower spring gener
ates a considerable amount of stripping 
pressure, it's best to first load only two or 
three rounds in the magazine to prevent a 
feed jam during the manual loading 
process. Insert the magazine into the maoa
zine well until you audibly confirm that die 
magazine catch has engaged and that the 
magazine has locked in place. Reb«1ct the 
slide fully, and let it fly forward to sb·ip a 
round from the magazine and chamber it. 
Remove the magazine and load a full six 
rounds. There is a slight gap between the 
slide and the barrel and when a round has 
been chambered; you will be able to see the 
rim of the .32 ACP's semi-rimmed case. 

The smooth, black nylon grip panels are 
furni shed by Pearce Grip, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 187, Bothell , WA 98041; phone: 
425-485-5488; fax: 425-488-7 102; web 
site: http://www.pearcegrip.com) Each grip 
panel, which carries the NAA Iooo is 
attached to the frame by a single sere~ ~ith 
a threaded hole on each side of the frame. 

. Each pistol is provided with two maga
zmes manufactured by Promag Industries 
(Dept. SOF, 10654 South Garfield Avenue 
South Gate, CA 90280; phone: 562-861 ~ 
9554; fax : 562-861-6377; web s ite: 
http://www.promagindustries.com). These 
six-round, single-l ine, detachable, box-type 
magazines feature magazine bodies, fol
lowers and floorplates made of 17-7 stain
less steel. There are four indicator holes on 
the right side of the magazine body. The 
floorplate can be removed in the conven
tional manner for complete disassembly of 
the magazine. 

The magazine catch/release button is 
located on the left side of the frame 
directly to the rear of the trigger guard'. 
This is exactly where it belongs. When the 
button is depressed, empty magazines fall 
freely away. 

The sights are small and fixed, but ade
quate. The blade-type front sight is integral 
with the barrel, which in turn, is pait of the 
frame casting. The open squai·e-notch rear 
sight is integral with the machined slide. It 
has become popular to scoff at sights on 
small pistols of this type. That is a potential
ly fatal en-or. While sights me ce1tainly not 
required at contact distances, the average 
engagement range in a gunfight with hand
guns is 7 yai·ds and under. Precisely how do 
these self-sty led cognoscenti perform at 21 
feet without sights? They invai·iably miss. 

It cannot be stressed too much that 
small , unlocked, blowback-operated pocket 
pistols must be fired with as firm a grip as 
possible, preferably a two-handed Weaver 
hold. If you " limp wrist" a handgun of this 
type, the frame will invariably move rear-
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Disassembly /Reossembly Procedures 
Disassembly procedures are fai rly clear cut. Remove the maga

zine and remove any round in the chamber by retracting the slide 
sharply and fully to the rear. Depress the slide release button, locat
ed on the right side of the frame directly below the slide's cocking 
se1rntions. While continuing to hold down on the slide release but
ton, retract the slide )i-inch to clear the extractor from the chamber. 
Then lift tl1e slide up l inch at the rear to clear the bane!. Move the 
slide forward along the length of the bane! and remove it from the 
frame assembly. Remove the recoil spring assembly from the frame 
and separate the components. Remove the grip panels. Disassemble 
tl1e magazine. No further disassembly is advised. 

After cleaning and lubrication, reassemble the recoil springs and 
insert the guide rod into the small end of the outer recoil spring. Then 
instal l tl1e complete recoil spring assembly into the grooved, recessed 
chamber beneatl1 the ban·e] with tl1e guide rod forward. Re-install the 
grip panels and reassemble the magazine. Position the slide assembly 
on to of the frame, with the forward bridge of the slide positioned in 
the channel beneath the baiTel, capturing the recoil slide assembly 
behind it. Move the slide )i-inch to the rear and puU the trigger slight-

NAA Guardian, fieldstripped. 

ly, which wiU cleai· the top of the hammer from beneath the firing 
pin retainer. Depress the slide release button and simultaneously 
apply downward pressure on the slide, releasing the button after the 
slide has seated itself. Retract the slide with vigor to ensure positive 
seating lockup. - P.G.K. 

ward with the slide a short distance. Since 
the total rearward travel of the slide is very 
short in this type of envelope, if the frame 
also moves rearward to even a slight extent, 
the sl ide's rearward travel in relation to the 
frame wi ll be incomplete and a "stove-pipe" 
malfunction (the empty case only partially 
ejected and thus stuck in the ejection port) 
wi ll occur with unacceptable frequency. 

The NAA Guardian stands out in com
parison wi th its competitors, especially the 
Seecamp LWS, of which it is somewhat 
reminiscent. As the Seecamp is, more or 
Jess, a handmade handgun, you can either 
wait several years to pay $375, or $900 to 
$ 1,200 to obtain one immediately from a 
Shotgun News scalper. Some Seecamp LWS 
pistols are reliable, however, a substantial 

number that I have encountered are not. The 
Seecamp's magazine catch/release is locat
ed on the heel of the frame in the so-called 
"European" manner. This is an undesirable 
location. The Seecamp LWS has no sights. 
This is a se1ious deficiency. Even worse, it 
has been designed to fire only one cai·tridge, 
the Winchester Silvertip. There is now sig
nificantly more effective ammunition avai l-

Probably designed exactly IOO yeai·s ago, when John Browning 
patented bis first successful semiautomatic pistol, the .32 ACP 
(Automatic Colt Pistol) cai·tridge was introduced in Belgium in 
1900 by Fabrique Nationale. In Europe it is more commonly 
known as the 7.65mm Browning round. It first appeared in the 
United States in 1903 when the Colt's Patent Fire Arms 
Manufacturing Company inaugurated the Colt Pocket Model 
Automatic Pistol, also based on Browning's patents. 

Much ridiculed in the United States in 
recent decades, the .32 ACP caruidge has 
nonetheless accounted fo r its fair share of 
corpses in tl1e last one hundred years. More 
pocket pistols have been chambered for tllis 

The Jl ACP Cartridge 

Certainly tl1e .32 ACP round's performance is marginal. Of that 
there can be no dispute. However, in the last several years some 
fai rly effective ammunition has been developed, as manufacturers 
have fina lly acknowledged the importance of bullet design. FMJ 
bullets should be avoided, as we need to maximize the size of the 
wound track to the greatest extent possible, without excessively 
compromising the depth of penetration. 

SO F's tests indicate that Winchester's .32 ACP Silvertip ammu

round than any other. It was always more 
populai· in Europe and Latin America than 
the supposedly superior .380 ACP (9mm 
Kurz) round, merely by virtue of the fact 
that given the same envelope, pistols cham
bered for tile .32 ACP invariably accept one 
more cartridge. 

Because its case is semi-rimmed, several 
European revolvers were also chambered for 
the 7.65mm Browning. Over the years the 

nition (for which the Seecamp LWS was 
expressly designed) will penetrate 14.6 
inches of soft tissue. That's good, but the 
Winchester bullet exhibits no more than 
incipient expansion . A much better 
choice is the Hornady Custom (Hornady 
Manufacturing Co., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1848, Grand Island, NE 68802; phone: 
308-382-1 3909; fax: 308-382-5761) .32 
ACP load which feattu-es tlleir 60-grain 
Jacketed Hollow Poin t (JHP) XTP pro
jectile. Muzzle velocity is about 970 fps. 
This bullet will penetrate about 10.5 
inches of soft tissue, somewhat less than 
tile 12 inches desired by most wound bal
listics authorities. It will expand to .40 
caliber with tile j acket petals forming a 
stellate pattern around the expanded lead 

NAA Guardian with Hornady Custom .32 ACP 
ammunition with 60-grain Jacketed Hollow Point 
XTP bullet. 

core. While the jacket petals' sharp edges 
will significantly increase the amount of damage, shot placement 
remains absolutely critical with this caliber. This is the best .32 
ACP ammw1ition available at this time. Even so, neither over-esti
mate nor under-estimate this cartridge's potential and attempt 
nothing but upper torso or head shots, and at close ranges only. 
Remember, this is a backup (and, tllus, a weapon of last resort) to 

case length has varied from about 17.2 mm to l 7.4 mm (0.677-inch 
to 0.685-inch). The projectile weights vary from 55 to 76 grains. 
Round nose Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) bullets were the most prevalent 
type. Bullet diameters have also varied considerably, with 0.311-
inch to 0.312-inch now the accepted standai·d. Muzzle velocities 
vary from approximately 900 to 980 fps for factory ammunition and 
from about 750 to l ,000 fps for reloads. 
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NAA Guardian 

Caliber: .32 ACP (7.6Smm Browning). 

Operation: Unlocked blowback. Double-action-only (DAO) trigger mechanism. 
No external safeties. 

Weight, empty: 13.S ounces (0.385 kg); loaded: 14.8 ounces (0.420 kg). 
Length, overall: 4.36 inches ( 110.74 mm). 

Height: (with the magazine inserted) 3.23 inches (82.04 mm). 
Width: 0.850-inch (21 .59 mm). 

Barrel: Six-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches (406.4 mm). 
Barrel length: 2.185 inches (55.S mm). 

Magazine: Six-round, single-column, detachable, box-type. 
Sights: Fixed-front and rear; front sight is integral with the barrel, which, in turn, is part of the 

frame casting.The open square-notch rear sight is integral with the machined slide. 
Finish: Stainless steel. 
Price: $425. 

Manufacturer: North American Arms, Inc ., Dept. SOF, 21 SO South 950 East, Provo, UT 84606-
6285; phone: 801-374-9990; fax: 801-374-9998; web site: http://www.naaminis.com. 

T&E summary: The very best of the super compact .32 ACP backup pistols. Extremely compact. 
Reliable with a large variety of ammunition. Low-recoil impulse. Reasonably priced. 
Caliber adequate for backup use only. No external manual safeties. 

able in the .32 ACP chambering. The Seecamp LWS is difficult to 
di sassemble. In spite of all that, it has a considerable cu lt followi ng, 
wh.ich wi ll probably evaporate as soon as the NAA Guardian 
becomes more avai lable. 

The Beretta Model 3032 Tomcat fares somewhat better in com
parison to the NAA Guardian, although it's sli ghtly larger. The 
Tomcat is not ammu nition sensitive. It is reasonably priced and read
ily available. However, subsequent to my review of the Beretta 
("Fistful of Fury," November '97) I have learned that a substantial 
number have been returned to the factory. Although our test speci
men funct ioned perfectly, retai lers have reported a high rate of 
returns to the factory for correction of unspec ified prob lems . 

We were unable to obtain an Autauga 32 for test and evaluation. 
However, it's designed for use exclusively with the Winchester 
Silvertip round. That precludes it from seri ous consideration, in my 
opinion. 

We fired the NAA Guardi an with several different brands of ball 
and hollowpoint .32 ACP ammun ition . There was on ly one stoppage, 
a last- round- in- the-magazine stovepipe wi th Winchester Silvertip 

The NAA Guardian's 
sights (above) are 
small, fixed , but entirely 
adequate for the enve
lope. (right) Each NAA 
Guardian pistol is 
equipped with a 
black nylon Desantis 
zip-open pouch and 
brass padlock. 

ammunition. Recoil is not a consideration 
with this cartridge, no matter what the enve
lope of the pistol. At 7 yards, you can expect 
to fire 2- to 3-inch groups wi th a firm off
hand grip. That 's perfectly acceptable for 
the work intended. During the counter
recoil stroke, when the trigger rebounds, 
those with large hands may get pinched. 

Thi s is a sli ck l.ittle backup pis to l manu
factured by a company justifi ably well
known for their superb line of rimfire mini
revolvers, a lso freq uently used as backup 
pieces . NAA's Guardian will soon become 
the most popular of the super small hand
gun s. While its mission will remain clear to 
armed professional s, I fear that many may 
become beguiled and begin to carry it as a 
primary piece simply as a matter of conve
ni ence. That would be a mi stake. My NAA 
Guardian rests in an Andrews Wa ll et 
Hol ster in my right hip pocket every day. 
However, in a cross-draw belt holster also 
rides one of the many Ml911-type .45 ACP 
pi stols in my battery. Suggested retail price 
of the North American Arms Guardian .32 
ACP pistol is $425 . ~ 

A bevy of backups: (top to bottom) NAA Guardian, NAA mini-revolver 
chambered for the .22 rimfire magnum cartridge and Beretta Tomcat. 
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.1998 SOF Convention Pre-Registration Form 
0 Yes! I want to be a part of the 1998 Convention 
0 Check or money order enclosed . $1 50 must be received by 

Aug. 24 , 1998. $175 after August 24. 
Half refund by 8/24/98 • No refund after 8/24/98 

0 Charge $ to my 0 Mastercard 0 Visa 

Card Number I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Exp. Date LLW 
Signature 
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_________ Apt.# ___ _ 

State Zip __ 

Phone Number 

T·Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL 

Mail with payment to : SOF Convention '98 Pre-Registration 
PO Box 693 , Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 • FAX (303) 444-5617 
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Get a new perspective on the world of small arms 
with SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT 
-the journal from the INSTITlITE FOR RESEARCH 
ON SMALL ARMS IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Write for more information or send US $5 
(refundable with membership) for sample 
copy of SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT to: 
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6320 Olde Towne Ct., Dept. A 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
(703) 765-9771 
FAX: (703) 765-9773 
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Dual Position Matching Clip 
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Mindanao Meltdown 
Continued from page 39 

hardware is coming into the Front's arsenal 
is mostly bought from corrupt AFP ele
ments, and that doesn ' t come cheap: a 
black-market Ml6AI on Mindanao these 
days sell s for around $675. 

But against the odds, the MILF has 
developed its own indigenous anns produc
tion capability. 

Trekking up into jungle-covered hills 
behind the military academy, I was taken to 
a complex of carefully separated huts and 
bunkers where young guerrillas were busy 
over hand-lathes and blow torches manufac
turing parts of locally made RPG-2 grenade 
launchers. The MlLF also produces the war
heads. In charge of production was an offi
cer, in his late thirties, with seven years' 
training and combat experience in 
Afghanistan behind him. As he told it, 
MILF-manufactured RPGs had already 
been used to good effect in the defense of 
Abu Bakr and in 1997 had knocked out AFP 
armored vehicles on Basilan Island, where 
clashes have flared regularly. 

Predictably, the steady MILF buildup 
has fu eled tensions with the AFP that have 
several times threatened to spill over into 
genera li zed hostilities. Despite the July 
1997 "cessation of hostilities" agreement 
and the revival of negotiations, tension 
rose again i11 October over a bizarre inci
dent in which two foreigners, an Egyptian 
and a Pakistani, were ki lled in a shootout 
with army troops inside the AFP's 6th 
Divi sion base at Camp Siongeo, near 
Cotabato. Three soldiers died, too. In the 
aftermath of the incident, 2,000 troops 
closed in on Abu Bakr and threatened to 
overrun the enclave on the grounds it was 
servi ng as a base for "foreign terrorists." 
The standoff was eventually defused. But 
it underscored the fact that both the MILF 
and the renegade terrori st "Abu Sayyaf " 
faction (see box) both have links to for
eign Islamist networks that keep mili tary 
intel li ghts in Manila burning late. 

Fighting flared again in January with 
tension aggravated by the operations of a 
local logging company - with powerful 
Manila connections - felling trees on a 
government concession near the perimeter 
of Abu Bakr. Then, after an agreement at the 
February round of negotiations, mortar 
exchanges and firefights were finally tennj
nated by an AFP pu llback of 5 kilometers. 

But frustration in army ranks is mount
ing. After a two-day visit to Abu Bakr I 
called in at Camp Siangco to meet the 6th 
Division commander, Brigadier General 
Rol ando Bautista. He was less than amused 
by the ongoing standoff and has his own 
take on MILF strategy. "They ' re consolidat
ing and training and they ' re trying to drag 
out these talks to gain more time and 
space," he fumed. 

"This whole strategy of negotiating is 
just delaying us." 
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Club Med Not Ahead 
You can see his point. But the perceptions 

of bad faith are mutual. BIAF commanders 
are equally convinced government fo rces are 
probing their defenses in preparation fo r an 
assault. "If the government attacks any of our 
camps," Salamat Hashim told me when I met 
him at Abu Bakr, "there ' ll be an all-out war 
all over Mindanao." 

Maybe. And the n again, maybe not. 
Behind the jabbing and feinting that both the 
BIAF and the AFP are engaged in, another 
dynamic is at work. Neither side can yet 
afford war and both know it. As Bautista con
ceded, the ann y could overrun Abu Bakr and 
other MILF strongholds. But an operation on 
that scale and a return to guerrilla war would 
be both costly in terms of lives and impose a 
huge fi nancial bmden on a government cur
rently trying to down-size its military. It 
would also ri sk collapsing the l 996 deal witb 
the MNLF, one of the major achievements of 
the Ramos adm inistration. For Manila, the 
MNLF route - a protracted negotiation that 
gains time while chipping away at con
tentious issues - is viewed as a far more 
attractive means of handling the MILF. 

At the top of the MILF leadership, mean
while, it's political pragmatism, not religious 
fanaticism, that defines the agenda. And fo r 
the moment the agenda is a high-risk strategy 
of maintaining political and military pressure 
on Manila that avoids pushing both patties 
over the precipice. The front's maximum pro
gram maintains a drum beat of demands for a 
referendum among "native Mindanaons" 
(specifically excluding post-1 935 Chri stian 
settlers) on the desirability of a separate 
Islamic state: something that no Manila gov
ernment could ever contemplate. But, at the 
saine time, beyond the hardline sloganeering 
there 's interest in exploring lesser, more real
istic options. 

MILF chairman Salamat Hashim put it 
thi s way : "The so-called Auto no mous 
Region of Muslim Mindanao does not rep
resent real autonomy, so we are sticking 
with our idea that we cannot accept any
thing less than independence. But if some 
real, practical, attracti ve alternati ve were to 
come up (in negotiations) then it's possible 
we could change our minds. " 

But finding that "practica l alternati ve" is 
going to be no easy task for e ither Manila or 
the MILF. 

Slow, pati ent negoti ati ons a imed at 
es tabli shing some form of far-reaching self
rule for a Muslim region in M indanao, 
where Islamic law holds sway, may yet sat
isfy both sides. 

But for the nlid-term fu ture, Mindanao 
remains a dangerously unstable time bomb. 
Defusing it will be a ri sky, time-consuming 
process in which the potential fo r miscalcu
lation and a nationa lly destabilizing explo
sion is real. 

Investments from Club M ed will be a 
while yet. 

Mike Winchester 's reports have appeared 
in SOF fo r more than a decade. ~ 

SEPTEMBER 1998 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Baden K9 
& Tactical School 

Offering both trained dogs and training in: anti
terrorist/hostage extraction, perimeter & crowd control, 
surveillance, counter measures, S.A.R., special ops. for 

military, law enforcement and corporate interests. 
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intense and comprehensive training courses in the world. 
From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York 
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For more information, 
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Range Bags • Equipment Bags of All Sizes 

TO ORDER: 
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P.O. Box 552 • Gardiner, MT 59030 

SMALL TACTICAL BAG: 
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double zippered top opening allows 
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interior area which has two interior 
pockets. Large front cargo pocket, a 
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with two end cargo pockets, one 
has elastic loops and pen/pencil 
compartments. Made of 1000 D 
Cordura Nylon with 3/8" closed cell 
foam. 14" x 7" x 13" 

TACTICAL GEAR 

Special Products for Individuals in Key Events 
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I go to 
Thunder Ranch. 
I reluse to be 

lood tor 
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THUNDER RANCH, INC. 
State of the ·art Firearms and Tactical training. 

Clint Smith, Director 
HCRl , Box 53 

Mountain Home, TX 78058 
(830) 640-3138 

(830) 640-3183 Fax 
Website: www.thunderranchinc.com 

''There Can Be Only One" 
Strongest is an absolute term in defining strong 

Lock strength in a folding knife is our number one concern and, 
it should be your first consideration in choosing a folding knife. 

After all the only thing you have to lose is your fingers! 
P-TP The Pioneer Series 

Rolling LocltStrong 
Three Blade Styles 

Specifications 
Blade Steel ATS-34 
Blade Length 3.20 

Handle Length 4.05 
Over All Length 7 .25 

Liners Stainless Steel 
Scales Black G-10 

$129.95 
Shipping $5.00 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
Blade Steel A TS-34 RC59-60 
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Pocket Hobbit with Breakfront Kydex Sheath Scales Black G-10 
$179.95 $5.00 Shipping 
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and 19X26 Poster $5.00 

Dealer Inquiries 
Write or Fax 

Visit our web site http://www.roundeye.com 
Round Eye Knife and Tool Company 
American Innovation and Craftsmanship 
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Seeds Of Discontent 
· Continued from page 53 

for environmental agencies and private 
groups, he has mostly contempt for the 
leadership and their agendas. 

"They haven't done this kind of work 
themselves," he said. "They're losing the 
endangered species everywhere else. So 
eventually, these endangered species may 
only exist here. So anyone who inherits this 
[preserve] is going to inherit big trouble. 

Avoiding An Eventuality? 
"This is something that's never been prop

erly understood by the public," he told SOF. 
"Hawaii 's entire environmental movement 
depends on systematically deceiving the pub
lic . ... They depend for their power and their 
fund-raising ability on keeping the public 
totally deceived on one supremely important 
point: Hawaii's endangered species are no 
longer capable of maintaining naturally self
sustaining populations in the wild. 

"That seems logical," Robinson said. "If 
they were, these plants would not be endan
gered. But environ.m~ritl;lifats promote "the 
false perception that ·if they''.$pend a lot of 
money - preferably someo1ki lse's money 
- and if they take away rights - prefer
ably someone else's property rights - and 
if they are allowed to bully people, then 
they can save these plant species for the 
greater common good." 

"It just won' t work," he added. "As you 
can see in my preserve, these species have 
to be constantly tended; coddled. And the 
second you relax, they go into decline. 

"This is the great lie, the big lie, that sus
tains the environmental movement and their 
programs and their agenda in Hawaii. 
Without that, they would have no excuse to 
destroy people's freedoms and private prop
erty rights. They want to sacrifice individ
ual freedom on the altar of political correct
ness for the greater good, which for them 
means more money and more power, but 
not more good. 

"So they have never admitted that 
Hawaii's endangered species are no longer 
capable of maintaining themselves in the 
wild. But .. . they get trapped by their own 
rhetoric. So they go around trying to pre
serve two plants on a mountain over here, 
and two more on a mountain 50 miles away. 
There are roughly 13,000 separate locations 
in the islands of Hawaii where endangered 
plant species are recorded to exist. 

"There is no way," he said, "it would be 
logistically and economically possible to go 
out to every one of those 13,000 sites every 
week or two and tend these plants. It can't 
be done. So the only logical thing now is to 
take those plants ... and bring them under 
cultivation in areas where they can be 
grown together in concentration and be pro
tected ... That's where I have the big advan
tage over everybody else." 

"The other reason is, in most cases, the 
last few survivors of a particular type of 
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plant ... are the last remnants of destroyed 
ecosystems . ... And those ecosystems are ... 
not coming back. It's very unrealistic to 
expect that you can preserve two little vio
lets in the middle of what is now a hot 
smoking plain where once there was a cool, 
damp shaded forest. It's better to take those 
two little violets and carefully and lovingly 
transplant them to somewhere" more con
ducive to their survival, such as a preserve. 

"Actually, extinction is part of the natur
al process and evolution of li fe on this plan
et," Robinson said. "Looking at it very cyn
ically, all I' m doing is preserving bio logical 
incompetence. Sometimes I get very cynical 
when I'm sitting out there at 12 o'clock at 
night in the cold and the ra in and wondering 
why I' m there, when everyone else is nice 
and snug and warm in bed with their wives 
and girlfriends. 

False, But Profitable, Doctrine 
"But the eco-Nazis and tree-huggers per

petrate this lie that if you spend enough and 
bully people enough and take away enough 
freedom - and with these type of people, it's 
never enough - that you' ll be able to restore 
and maintain what nature has left behind." 

Well , I said, playing devi l's advocate, 
what about the success in saving such ani
mals as the bald eagle? 

"That's different," Robinson explained. 
"The bald eagle is part of a continental ecosys
tem. It's not part of an island ecosystem. The 

eagle never reached biological incompetence. 
All we had to do was relieve the pressure of 
man's civilization and it would come back 
nantrally, on its own. And it did. 

"But man's pressure can be relieved all 
through the islands and non-native organ
isms will continue to overwhelm Hawai i's 
delicate plant ecosystems. It's totally differ
ent. But the environmental groups and 
botanical gardens · refuse to allow that to 
become public doctrine, because if it did, 
they would lose their power base and thei r 
ability to raise funds, the ir j ustification to 
exerc ise power over people and the ir justi fi 
cation to spend all this money on them
selves," he said. "So in my opinion, 
Hawaii ' s environmental movement has 
become almost totally corrupt." 

When I mentioned my astonishment at 
how much tax money the environmentalists 
ask for, Robinson smiled broadly. 

"The environmental groups and botani
cal gardens ... started to drool over the pos
sibi Ii ty of a ll that available government 
money," he said. "Basically they ... found 
ways to make my work illegal. 1 became a 
threat to their monopoly, to the ir bureau
cratic turf." 

The environmental bureaucrats, 
Robinson said, "wallow around in air-con
ditioned theory ... with their cost estimates 
and wish lists, while I'm out there with a 
pick and shovel, quietly planting ... pulling 
steadily ahead of them. There's no preserve 

like mine anywhere else in Hawaii . And 
Hawaii is, far and away, the endangered 
species capital of the United States." 

Robinson is, he acknowledges with a 
chuckle, a sort of anti -environmentalist 
envi ronmentalist. " I prefer to think of 
myself, though, as a conservation worker. 
That's all. I think most of these environ
menta lists stink, because they ' re allergic to 
doing hard work, unless there 's a big pot of 
government money waiting for them at the 
end of their rainbow of lies." 

He believes that, eventually, the govern
ment "will try to get control of my preserve 
some way. I know how those people oper
ate. They have nothing but contempt for pri
vate property rights .... So they' II invent 
some kind of theory to take over. 

"The most menacing aspect of the U.S. 
governrnent is its utter lack of accountabili
ty," said Robinson. "Our judges and politi
c ians and bureaucrats are experts at dodging 
blame fo r their evil actions . ... The govern
ment _has now become the ally of the worst 
and most irresponsible e lements of society. 
Honest people a ll over the United States are 
learning to fear it. 

"Wherever the forces of good and evil 
c lash," he said, "there you wi ll find our gov
ernment, undermining morality, abolishing 
private property rights, destroyi ng personal 
freedom and systematically subverting the 
principles on which the United States was 
founded." :9< 
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Bruise Bros. 
Continued from page 47 

countries. They've sacrificed a good deal of 
fi nancial and personal benefits, have spent 
time away from their fami lies, with a lot of 
things going on in their lives, and yet they 
were willing to make this kind of sacrifice 
to defend thei.r respective countries," said 
Maxey, captain of Team U.S .A. "And that's 
what makes this di fferent than any event 
you'll ever see. We're warriors, each one of 
us. We're not fighters, or boxers, and we're 
not out there to be very pretty. But for four
and-a-half minutes of fighting you' re going 
to see one of the most intense events you've 
ever seen in your life." Those attending the 
press conference whooped and applauded. 

The Showdown 
The Pentagon-shaped ring, specially 

designed for the event, sat waiting in the new 
Fayetteville Crown Coliseum. At 2 100 hours, 
on 31 January, it came to life. The 6,000 seats 
fi lled quickly; which, for a first show, was 
better than expected. The Fort Bragg big
wigs, however, were nowhere to be seen. 
Bonecrusher Smith, the former heavyweight 
boxing champ, milled about ringside. 

The rules were simple. Three one-and-a
half minute rounds with one-minute rests in 
between. The ways to win: by knockout, TKO 
or points. One point would be gained fo r each 
knockdown. Three knockdowns make a TKO. 
It was designed to be fas t and fwious, wi th no 
grappling to slow things down. 

It wasn' t supposed to be a boxing match, 
or a no-holds-barred fight. It was supposed 
to be warriors in hand-to-hand combat. A 
tough-man contest between trained killers. 

"It's a different mentality," Maxey said. 
"When you get in the ring you have the 
mentality of fighting, but in combat you' re 
there to kill. You kind of have to tune that 
out in something like this." 

How could an even t fail based on such 
a theme? 

The first bout ended in a draw between 
Jose Garcia of Mexican special operations, 
and Luis Rodriguez of American Army 
Inte Lli gence. The U.S. scored its first win 
in the second bout when Marine Recon 

Jose Quesada brought Spanish counterter
rorist Jesus Dominguez down twice in the 
first round. 

The third, fourth and fift h bouts brought 
three consecutive victories for Team World. 
Russ ian Spetsnaz Sergei Beechkov pre
vailed over Air Force PJ Joseph Epperson 
by TKO as a result of cuts. And British SAS 
instructor Carl Richardson hammered out a 
TKO over Marine Recon Matthew Ortiz. 
Then Japanese Boat Squadron Shoji Ito 
knocked out Marine Corps veteran William 
Greene with a devastating shot to his solar 
plexus. Marine fans ringside called out 
increasingly derogatory remarks to the non
English speaki ng Ito, who only smiled and 
bowed at them politely. 

Team U.S .A. made a comeback in the 
sixth bout as ex-Airborne Ti m Tillman 
defeated Ukraine MIA Aleksandr 
Maksimtsov. 

In perhaps the most electrifying bout of 
the evening, fo rmer Marine Jacob Sellars 
took a victory over Canadian SarTech 
Emilio de Chantal. The pair exchanged 
bl ow after bone-shatteri ng blow as the 
crowd thundered from the stands. 

"I hit him (de Chantal) with at least five 
or six shots that I knew would have put any
one else down on the canvas. But he just 
shook them off and kep t on coming," 
Sellars said fo llowing the fight. "I have 
nothing but respect for that man. He is the 
toughest guy I have ever fought and I'm for
tunate to have won." 

The second draw of the evening came in 
the eighth bout between Lebanese Special 
Commando Force member Saade Ibrahim 
El-Maalouf and ex-Army Ranger Moses 
Small s. But Team U.S.A. gained another 
lead in the ninth bout when 42-year-old 
(o ldes t co mpetitor) ex-Army Ai rborne 
Steve Munns defeated Cuban Special Navy 
Ops Reinaldo Hernandez Cabrera. 

Neck and neck, Team World and Team 
U.S.A. were showi ng they both had what it 
takes to be the champion. It was a fervent 
and hell-bent charge toward victory fo r both 
teams as the first , and only, female competi
tors entered the ring. Natasha Larionova, of 
the fo rmer Russian KGB, had ample ring 
experience whi le her competitor, Air Force 
Co mbat Squadron member Chri stine 
Waicukauski, had very little. Although near-

ly identical in size, it was Larionova who 
won by a TKO, and brought Team U.S .A. 
and Team World once more to a tie. 

The fight that garnered the most vehe
ment outrage and ecstasy from the fron t
row Marines (who slung spittle and sweat 
and fists within inches of my ears) was the 
all -out brawl between former Marine Recon 
John Bates and Belarus Spetsnaz Dmitrei 
Stepanov. Bates decimated the larger 
Stepanov, racking up fo ur knockdowns 
before the fight was stopped. Stepanov, 
slumped on the canvas, was counted out. 

However, it sti ll wouldn ' t be an easy 
lead fo r Team U.S.A. Team World drew 
ahead once more as former Cuban special 
ops Raul Garcia Pena put former Marine 
Travis Barnes down fl at on the canvas, with 
a right hook, where he remained fo r several 
crucial moments. 

With all the excitement coming from the 
crowd, after nearly three hours of non-stop 
action, Arnott and the res t of his production 
crew were affi xed with pleased grins. 

As fo r dominance, it was a close cal l. 
Eventually, both teams held five wins each, 
plus three draws as the fina l three bouts 
remained. Former Marine Rob Willems 
stepped into the ring, opposing Eston ian 
mini stry of internal affairs (ex -KGB) 
Lieutenant Aliynd Uusmees. In a mere 47 
seconds, Willems levelled Uusmees, win
ning the match by knockout and taking 
Team U.S.A. back to the front. 

It was a lead they would hold. The last 
two bouts - between Lebanese Special 
Commando Force member Nabil Kassem 
Hachim and fo rmer Marine Richard 
Miranda, and the fi nal bout between Belarus 
GRU Spetsnaz Igor Dorojink.i and Team 
U.S.A. Captain Maxey - ended in a draw. 

Team U.S.A. had won. Mission accom
plished. It was time fo r those beers now. 

Two more pay-per-view windows have 
been reserved for more U.S.A. vs. The 
World events; however, locales and dates 
have not been set. 

Robin Postell resides in Georgia, and is 
Soldier Of Fortune's contributing editor for 
adventure sports. For more information 
about USA vs. The World, check out the 
website at www.USAvsWORLD. com; or 
contact Don Arnott at 250-751-2342. ~ 
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Better Killing ... 
Continued from page 35 

gas. As one young German corporal would 
later write, " ... my eyes had turned into 
glowing coals; it had grown dark around 
me." That corporal was Adolf Hitler. 

By war's end, a total of 124,000 tons of 
tox ic agents were used by all sides. 
Approximately 95,000 personnel were 
killed ( 1.4% of total deaths) and 1,250,000 
injured (5.4% of total wounded) by poison 
gas ... or about 2,6 10 pounds of agent-per
kill, or 198 pounds-per-wounded. 

Prelude To War 
To the relief of all the warring parties, 

the Second World War saw chemical 
weapons held in reserve. The fact that they 
weren' t used came as somewhat of a sur
pri e, considering developments during the 
pre-war years. 

In North Africa during January 1936, 
Italian Fascist troops used both phosgene and 
mustard gases on the Ethiopians. At the same 
time, a continent away, Imperial Japanese 
troops were laying waste to parts of Cruna 
with both chemical and biological weapons. 

Perhaps the most important development 
came in late 1936 when German chemist 
Gerhard Schrader, while working on a new 
organo-phosphate insecticide, opened the 
door to a whole new world of chemical war
fare agents with the discovery of what would 
come to be known as nerve agents. The first 
of these rapid-acting poisons was Tabun 
(GA) and by 1938 the Germans synthesized 
the even more powerful Sarin (GB). 

Exactly why the Nazis didn ' t employ 
chemical weapons has been a subject of 
many debates. Their factories had the capac
ity to produce some 12,000 tons of agent per 
month and it was estimated that they may 
have had as much as 200,000 tons in stock
pile. Two of the most compelling reasons 
were, fir tly that, due to faulty intelligence, 
they believed the Allies had developed d1eir 
own nerve agents and could retaliate ton-for
ton. And, secondly, Hitler he ld a morbid 
dread of CW from his own WWI experience. 

This is not to ay that there weren' t inci
dents. One of the most not01ious occurred on 
the night of2 December 1943 when Luftwaffe 
bombers attacked the Italian po11 of Bari . 
Wid1in minutes of the air raid, sailors were 
diving into the sea to escape the blazing ships. 
Wid1in hours, men began dying. Soon, at least 
20 were dead and hundreds were suffering 
from eye damage and blisters on their bodies 
consistent with mustard-gas poisoning. 

Had the Germans unleashed a chemical 
attack on Bari? In fact, chemical bombs were 
responsible for the carnage that night, but 
they weren '1 German ... they were American. 
Some 2,000 mustard bombs were on board 
the American merchant ship S.S. John 
Harvey, moored in the port. Although U.S. 
chemical agents were being stockpiled in the 
ETO during WW U, it was denied by the 
Pentagon until 1959, when documents re lat-

ing to the Bari incident were declassified. 
During the Korean War, China and 

ord1 Korea, as a matter of course, accused 
the United States of using CBW, but no 
proof was ever provided. 

During the Vietnam War, the United 
States used riot-control agent CS against 
enemy tunnel complexes and, in turn, the 
VC and NVA used captured CS against our 
side. By far, the largest use of chemicals 
involved defoliants. These agents inc luded: 

• Agent Blue: Used for grass control and 
rice-crop destruction; 

• Agent Purple: A general defoliant; 
• Agent White: A woody-plant killer; 

and the infamous 
• Agent Orange: Designed to control 

broad-leaf weeds, trees and brush, Agent 

Orange ki lled plant by sending them into a 
very rapid and self-destructive growing 
binge. Containing the cancer-causing chem
ical dioxin as a by-product impurity, Agent 
Orange has been linked to cancer and other 
ailments in thousands of Vietnam veterans. 

ln die years following die Vietnam war, the 
former Soviet Union and other powers had a 
field day with the use of chemical and biolog
ical weapons against Third World countries, 
as we will see in Part Two of mis story. 

During his Army caree1; Rick Sherrow, 
SOF's contributing editor for forensic sci
ences, served as a staff ins1ructor at The 
Seventh Army CBR School, Vilseck, 
Germany, and the CB-EOD School, Fon 
McClellan, Ala. ~ 
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Combat l(fleaponcraft 
Continued from page 31 

enemy soldiers using a tree for cover and sim
ply firing at them tlu·ough the tree. 

Many objects that provide cover from 
5.56mm rifle or SAW fi re are not cover 
from 7.62 NATO rifle or machine-gun fire. 

In my AO in Vietnam these were gener
ally trees or bunker-type fighting positions 
constructed from logs; in other places, like
ly building wa ll s, fences, car or truck bodies, 
sand bags, and various makeshi ft barricades . 

I fu lly rea li ze that the newer 5.56mm 
round , with its s li ghtly heav ier bull et and 
steel core, has supe ri or penetration to the 
o ld 5.56mm ba ll of the Vietnam e ra . 
However, it is still not up to gettin g 
th rough such things as moderately thick 
trees that the 7.62mm round can defeat 
w ith relative ease. 

It is interesting to survey an area fo r cover 
that would stop a 7.62mm NATO FMJ bullet. 
I live in a rural area on a small fa m1 . 
Survey ing the area within 100 yards of my 
house, there is nothing that would supply 
cover from a 7.62mm NATO weapon except 
three boulders and the engine block of any 
motor vehic les within the area. 

I am not one of those dinosaurs that ca lls 
the 5.56mm M16 a "carbine," as if that were 
some kind of disparag ing word , or a " mouse 
gun. " The Ml 6, eas il y, is one of the bes t 
combat rifles ever fielded. Its 5.56mm car
tridge, particularly in its NATO vers ion, is a 
superb general-i ssue rifle round extreme ly 
effect ive at normal combat rifle ranges. 
Hav ing been there and done that, I know 
that the stories of VC and NVA soldiers tak
ing 18 rounds from an Ml6 in the chest 
without going down are e ither just BS or 
born from bad shooting. 

Consequently, I am not advocating that 
the 5.56mm round should be replaced wi th 
the 7.62mm NATO cartridge for general rifle 
issue. What I do advocate is that 7.62mm 
rifles be permanently reta ined in the weapons 
mix of infantry units because they deny cover 
to the enemy. And, should such weapons be 
fitted with low-powered telescopic sights, 
they could double as sniper weapons. 

Anyone operating independentl y, or 
nearl y so, such as recon personnel, may be 
well -adv ised to pack along a 7.62mm 1ifle 
for the same reasons. Simi larl y, police agen
cies should not put all the ir long-gun eggs in 
the 5.56mm or 9mm sub-gun basket. It 
would be a good idea to keep a few semiau
tomatic 7.62mm rifles li ke the M14, MlA, 
FAL, or 03 on hand for road blocks, barr i
caded shooters, and other situations where 
they could deny cover to the bad guys. 

Most snipers, whether police or military, 
use 7 .62mm NATO-chambered weapons. It 
is important for them to rea lize that you 
may not need to get your target to ex pose 
him self to any significant degree because, 
very li kely, you can take him out right 
through what he thinks is cover. 

Chances are, to a 7.62mm NATO round , 
cover is merely concealment. ~ 
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Jld11enture Ouartermaster ' 
Continued from page 21 

Colt's Tactical Combat Knife is available at Colt dealers every
where. For the one nearest you, contact: Colt's Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartfo rd, CT 06144-1868; 
phone: 860-244-631 l ; fax: 860-244- 1475. Also avai lable from United 
Cutlery Brands, Attn: David Hall , Dept. SOF, 1425 United Blvd., 
Sevierville, TN 37876; phone: 423-428-2532; fax: 423-428-2267. 

Gerber Covert Folder 

Form follows function, and the various knife designs by Colonel 
Rex Applegate are some of the best examples ever built to illustrate 
the elegance of a functional design. There is simpl y no bull to the 
man or his knjves. A case in point is the Applegate-Fairbairn series. 
The last two are fo lders, and the one under discussion here is the 
"Covert" foldi ng knife, a 3/4-scale iteration of Gerber 's very sue-
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A stell ar design combined with the fault less attention to man
ufacturin g technique and detail we expect from Gerber have 
resu lted in a product that is probably as good as it can get. 
Strength in a fo lder, especiall y one for this purpose, depends on 
design, materials, and ad herence to tolerances. The Covert meets 
full y all three criteria. 

The 3-7/8-inch spear point blade is made from ATS-34 stajnless 
steel; al l moving parts are, li.kewise, made of heat-treated sta.i nless . 
The steel core is overlain with a one-piece handle made of hardened 
fiberglass and silicon nylon. The longitudinall y ribbed handle, a 
pattern simil ar to the full -size Applegate-Fairbairn, gives a secure 
grip and control - and , importantl y for a knife of this type, a good 
sense of its position in the hand. The blade features a false edge at 
the top and a part-serration on the cutting edge, which is very handy 
for cops and EMTs cutting seat belts, heavy clothing or Flexcuffs. 
The gentle ogive of the spear point make this an easy blade to get 
into where you want to cut. 

A forwa rd push on the thumb stud cams the blade smooth ly 
in to position and it is auto matica ll y locked open by the 
Linerlock: The Interlock further secures it against possible fold
ing when receiving hard use. A discreet lanyard hole is inlet into 
the butt. A positive spring-stee l pocket/belt clip secures the knife 
to one's belt or an appropri ate spot on LBE, and it may be moved 
to the oppos ite side to acco mmodate your our work habits or 

left-ha nded tenden
cessfu l Combat Folder. The Covert was devel
oped for Applegate by the talented team of Bill 
Harsey and Butch Val loton. Harsey and 
Valloton in turn utilized the patented Interlock 
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manual safety- lock designed by Ron Lake and 
suitable underwater tool, as well. Michael Walker. Someti mes a five-man design team creates a mess 

and sometimes it benefits from an eclectic synergism whereby all 
the best design ideas are engineered into a superb fina l form - as 
in the case at band. 

Available at Gerber dealers worldwide. Gerber Legendary 
Blades (Division of Fiskars, Inc.), Dept. SOF, Box 23088, 14200 
SW 72nd Ave., Portland, OR 97281-3088. ~ 

The most copied 9 mm pistol 
in the last 20 yeaJPS -· 

91n1nLUGER 
#40 S&W' 
9JC2"F 

capacl;y '#0-.,6 c•ndg•• 
over11,I l•nghl' 8 In 

~e";:":~'1::'.m1:~~:gaxl1.-r 
SA/DA 

SPECIAL PROMOTION FOR LIMITED TIME AND QUANTITY 
OF CZ 75 B 9 MM PISTOL MADE FOR TURKISH MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, 

WITH 10 RD MAGAZINE AND 15 RD MAGAZINE, CZ EMBROIDERED PATCH, 
$ 25.00 OFF COUPON ON CZ 75 KADET ADAPTER CAL. 22 LR CONVERSION KIT 

LOOTED qum1n AT NE\'ER TO BE REPEATED PRICES 
See your local dealer or call CZ-USA for information 

CZ-USA P.O.Box 171073, :Kansas City, Kansas 66117-0073 
Phone No. : (913) 321 1811, Fax No. : (913) 321 2251, E-mail : czusa@gvi.net 
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NOW YOU CAN GET. .. 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 Stc:ites 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
• College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
•Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
•"Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! 

ID BY MAIL 

S24.9S 
Cash, Check, Money Order, 

Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I!:~=:;~~=::, 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 

1£...lS::.... ____________ = ~0~~1Jt~~t;,!t~~~ 
from basement to chimney-foundation, frame, roof, dry
wall, trim, stairs, floors, doors, windows, and much more. 

Free literature: call 800-223-4542 

---=- Phone { ) 
The School of Carpentry, PCDI 

Dept. JCK171 , 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30326 --------
Home study. Train for great careers in forestry, 

conservation, wildlife, parks, ranges, preserves. 
Free literature: send or call 24 hours a day. 

CALL Now: 800-223-4542 

Address ________ _ 

Cily/State __ ~-----
Zip __ Phone ~! --'----
School of Conservation, Dept. NNK171 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta, GA 30328 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
President 
We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 

personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat an rice on the market. 

,41:~/o Pepper Spr·a· ~s . 
Fogger ~ 

Key Chain Sprayer 
Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 
Sam le $6.25 Sam le $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 
Security Plusl.t. · .Security Plus® 
100,000Volt · · . · 300,000Volt 
Straight or • Curved Only 
Curved · 
Retail $69.95 ·; · • . Retail $139.95 
Sample $22.25 Sample $45.95 

Security Plus® 160,000 Volt Bato _ m~· 
Retail $129.95 
Sample $43.95 

ONLY 
$19.95! 

Prepaid -Add $7.00 for S&H COO $9.50 

S11f:. Creek 
I ND U STR IES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
· & surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
~ome. Starts automatically when phone is an
swered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telehone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to V2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V(not Incl.) 
$29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video. VHF transmitters Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 



WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 

LRRP K-9 
S EC URITY S ERV I CES 

Pups and Trained Adults Available 
Brochure $3.00/ Brochure & Video $8.00 

Moior Credit Cords Accepted 
Box 1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

1-l:n·c" t:""dit card reatl f . \\'l' Accq1t V IS 1\ M C A l\ll:::X lll~COVER 

OrJlailChtrl Or M.0. for TOllll +Shippi11g & llvd!az10S.O.S. Co/i{Of11i4. miil<llllo~ly; lllid 7.757' saJn l4r 

Payable To: Sl11pp111g & Hamllwg If )Oltr order totals' 
S.O.S. $ 25.00 or fess $ 4 95 
P.O. l~ox 2l05 _ $ 25.01 to$ 50.00 $ 6.95 
C:mmclmel. Ca 9:.609 $ 50.01 10 $ 75.00 $ 8.95 

$ 75.01to $ 100.0IJ $ 9.95 

U.S. MANUFACTURED 

111a111 rns11111 
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 
• Largest Selection in the USA! 
• Super Specials: Now Save up to 40%! 
• Industry Leader Since 1991 ! 
• 2-Year Warranty! 
• Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 

ORDERS: 

EIE:3 
Litton MAliEiN 

USA 

1-800-424-8222 
Info: 949-497-4683 • Fax: 949-497-1270 

-="'1 - • - ii 

PREMIUM SYSTEM 

• 1 Year= $2,992.00 
($2.73 per meal) 

• 6 months=$1,550.00 
($2.83 per meal) 

• 3 months=$825.00 
($3.06 per meal) 

E-mail 
yore@rsg.org 

www.lightningman.com 
Plus shipping and handling 

------ Phono ~( -~--
City/State Ztp __ _ 

The School of Gunsmithing, Dept. GGK171 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

Be a private investigator 
Home study. Solve crimes, find missing 

persons, expose frauds. Work for attorneys, 
and insurers-or start your own business. 

Free literature: 800-223-4542 

uniforms 

boots 

body armor 

shooting 
accessories 

uscav.com 

GORE-TE>f outerwear 

camping, 
rappelling 
and paint 
ball gear 

S&K Labs Tribulus 
Is used to dramatically increase your 
Testosterone levels up to 50%. 

Higher testosterone means faster, 
easier muscle growth. It could greatly 

enhance your physical appearance 
literally sculpting your own body with 

huge healthy hard muscles. 
If you are not completely satisfied with 
the growth you obtain within 15 days, 

return it for a full refund. 
Get that lean awesome body builder phys ique 

now with one 2 month cycle for only $19.95 



1. Tribulus 250mg is used to dramatically 
increase your testosterone levels up to 
socYo ! Higher testosterone means faster 
easier muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $19.95 

2. Androstenedione 100mg is also 
expected to boost testosterone levels. 
Industry claims testosterone levels over 
300°/o in controlled studies, works great 
with 1-3. 

60 day cycle $23.95 

3 . G .H .R .X . release s growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. sterol complex is a combined 
formula of the industry's most powerful 
products. Users cla im that it enhances 
growth, allows the body to stay pumped 
longer and strips away fat. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd., Suite 101 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 

1. _ Trlbulus 250 mg $19.95 + $5.00 S&H 
2. _ Androstenedione 100 mg 60 Capsules $23.95 + $5.00 S&H 
3. G.H.R.X. GO Tabs $21.00 + $5.00 S&H 
4. _ L.S.C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S& H 
__ Speclal, Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE $64.90 + $5.00 S&H 
_ _ Add $10.00 for Priority Mall 
__ International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 
__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 

------BECOME A LOCKSMITH! 
Career-level home study. Learn locksmith

ing for a great career, or to start your own at-

~-"\;;;~="",,~ ~~~~~~s~~~~s~~'::'"afio~~ ~'::r::r::~. lit
FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 

MPS C 
1441 W. John St. , Matthews, NC 28106 

0 Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 
• E s t a b li s h e d 1 9 70 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VEST 

AS LOW AS 

s199.95 
AND TACTICAL, 

INCLUDING FLAK JACKET, 
HTV, NATO ASSAULT 
AND DESERT STORM 

STARTING AT 

$499.95 
For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 

or $15.00for1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 114-I 

Miami, Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 235-0603 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net - ... 
From the makers of Walker's Game Ear® [GAME EAlr J 
The perfect devife for tadifal training, live fire exerdses, and real world applifations. 

HEARING ENHANCEMENT WHILE 
MAINTAINING HEARING PROTECTION 

Size 
.46" x . 

1.6" x .35" 
Weight 
under 1 oz. 
including 
battery 

*OMNl·DIRECTIONAL MICROPHONE 
-EXCELLENT FOR ELIMINATING BLIND SIDES CREATED 

WHEN RADIO COMMUNICATIONS, EARPLUGS, OR HEADSETS 
CLOSE OFF OPPOSITE EAR. 

*EMPHASIS ON HIGH FREQUENCY SOUNDS 
-PICKS UP SLIGHTEST SOUNDS FOR 360 r. ___________________________ _ 

AROUND WEARER yr ·, 
-MOVEMENT ALONG ABRASIVE SURFACES • • - + 11 Enter my order for the Walker's TACT'L-Ear. ($219.95 + $6.9sn 
-WHISPERS BETWEEN UNIT PERSONNEL AND I NAME---------------------

SUBJECTS WITHIN RANGE I 
-RUFFLING OF CLOTHING I ADDRESS ---------------------
-ANY METALLIC SOUNDS I 
*50DB OF AMPLIFICATION POWER I CITY -------
-INCREASES HEARING BY 5-8 TIMES 

STATE ------ ZIP-----

I Quantity Total$-----------------

To order calf 
: D Payment enclosed D Visa D Mastercard D Discover 

(800} 424- J 069 I CARD NUMBER EXP DATE --------

+ $6.95 shipping & handling I 30 day money back guarantae. Penn. residents add 6% sales tax. 
30 day money back guarantee. I Plea.c;e allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

L:;;;;;======Pen=n;;;;. r;;;;es;;;;id;;;;en=ts;;;;a;;;;dd=6%=so;;;;les=tax=. ===l~M!il~o;_W~I~~ .:G.:~::a~·~n!,! -~-!~ 2_0~::._M,!d~, ~~ 1_:.o::i __ J 



1998 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 
ISSUE AD DEADLINE 
November 17 July 98 

DH SALE DAH 
29 Sept 98 

December 14 August 98 27 October 98 

On-line: www.sofmag.com/mediakit.html 

AIRBORNE/SPECIAL 
FORCES SKULL RING 
HANDCAST IN SOLID STERLING SILVER 

li$1¥B 
•!• Heavy ring, over 
1 ounce 
•!• Beautifully toned 
and mirror polished 
•!• Also available in 
1 OK and 14K gold 
(prices on request) 
•!• Money-back 
guarantee 

~------~ •!• Give ring size 
Send orders to: Action Designs, P.O. Box 8372, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71601 ·:· Phone: 870-534-5118 

Need NEW ID? 
CREDIT· PRIVACY • 
OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
• Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
· Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS · Box 8410-HB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT-$14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 

APPAREL 
" DON'T TREAD ON ME - 2ND AMENDMENT" 
T shirt. Menacing rattler entwined around a BOLD 
2 on a quality gray T. $1 5.00 + $3.00 S&H. Sizes 
to XXL. Add $3.00 for larger sizes. Bob Shuta, PO 
Box 129, Brackney, PA 18812. 

I :l1l1] :{l:I au :J ! M:i j M: Fl 
MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as "the most dangerous 
press in America." Millions of satisfied readers dis
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our BO-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307-
BAQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (BOO) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 

The Federal Siege At 
RUBY RIDGE 

By Randy & Sara Weaver 
$21.95 (including S&H) 

Call 1-800-266-5564 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
• Spy Pinhole Cameras $12900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
• Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $13900 
• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 

Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

• fA\'ilRiJMh~i 
To some, survival is merely a 
term; at Baden we make our 

own terms for survival. Baden K-9 offers the 
ultimate training facility for tactical K-9s. 
We train for live theatre deployment. No 
sporting dogs. No excuses. Trained adults 
and pups. From the jungles of Cambodia to 
the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and endurance time 
and again. Phone 905-562-3095 or fax 905-
562-4242. All clients and inquiries are kept 
secure and with the strictest of confidence. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination 
research materials; Videocassettes, photographs, 
books, unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 (Canada). 

SOLDIEll OI' l' Olrt'UNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for 
Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
www.son1AG.COM 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are V' and e . Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 
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GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 

IN THE WORLD!! 
The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won't find these 
advertised ·A new identity • Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more .............. . 

"Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 
I loved it!' Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134/3, Tillamook, OR 97141 , USA 
SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL 

STUN GUN!!! 
You get pocket sized protection 
w i th a powerful punch ! Stun gun 
delivers 65,000 volts from a single 
9 volt battery. Free cata log. 
Send $25 + $2 + h to: 
IDLETI ENTERPRISES 
PO BOX 20, TUNICA, LA 70782 

Over 30 Million 
Atlas Students Worldwide! 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY! 
• No weights • No barbells • No gym fees 
Big and powerful muscles FAST! 
Money Back Guarantee. For 
info kit on my "Atlas" course, 
send name and address 
with $2 for postage and 
handling to: 

Charles Atlas, Ltd. 
P.O. Box'D' 
DeptSF2 
Madison Sq. Station 
New York. NY USA 10159 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

V' SOUHlm OI' 1101l'l'UNE Magazine Binder. 
Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year tradi
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu
tion. "Author's Guide lo Subsidy Book Publishing" 
1-800-695-9599. 
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i· Inventory 
· Sale 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 
• America's #I Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 • 30X46 
• 20YeorWarranly 
• Easy Financing Available 40X56 • SOXJ J6 
• Easy Do.It-Yourself Conslruc1ion 

• Free 16 Page Brochure SiC:C:LiilaSiiC:R., 

FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 
How to Get Anything on Anybody ............. $30 
The Whole Spy Catalog, 448 pages .....••.... $45 
Divorce Tactics for Men ...•...•...••..•..•...•.•.. $20 
The Anarchist Cookbook .......•...•.•....•........ $30 
Get Even: Complete Book of DirtyTricks$20 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo ... $15 
The Poor Man's James Bond #1, or #2 .... $30 
Ragnar's Book of Homemade Weapons •. $25 
Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It. ... $18 
Ask Me No Questions, I'll Tell You No Lies .. $17 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction .. $15 
Secrets of a Super Hacker ..........•.............. $20 
Check Fraud lnvestigation •.•.•.•.•......•..•..•..• $17 
Counterfeit l.D. Made Easy .......................• $16 
The 211 Book .... $17 Drug Testing At Work .. $17 
Never Say Lie ..... $20 Armed Defense .... $17 
The Rip-off Book ... $15 New ID In America ... $17 
The Outlaw's Bible .•. $20 The Paper Trip .. $17 
Reborn in The U.S.A .. $16 l.D. By Mail ..•• $20 
Ditching Your Debts •..• $15 Free Space ... $15 
How to Buy Land Cheap ••..............•......•...• $15 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 
FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog .••.•.. $2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 Per Book. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
Add A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 

24,000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 
SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 

Advanced - Hardcore - Training program, special
ly designed for Special Forces and Police SWAT 
teams. Complete 1 year program - covers Power 
Training, Speed Training, Nutrition, Grip Strength 
Training, Circuit Training, Plyometrics, Mental 
Attitude. Very Motivational! Free Shipping. Send 
$15.00 to Extreme Power, PO Box 1370, Pearl City, 
Hl96782 

SOLDIEll OI' l'Oll'l'UNE CON\rEN'l'ION & CON
SUHEll/'l'llADll EXl'O. Be there! Being held 
this year from 23-27 September at the Sands 
Expo Hall in Las Vegas, Nevada. Three-Gun 
Match, Awards Banquet, Firepower Demo, sem
inars, special events and classes. See our full
page ad in this issue, or call 303-449-3750 for 
more info. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are V' and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 
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SURVEILLANCE 
EQUIPMENT 

MICRO-WATERPROOF/ 
WEATHERPROOF 
VIDEO-CAMERAS 

+The Size of a Lipstick Container Only $249 
+ Infra-Red Board Cameras Only $99.00 
+ Wireless Video Transmitters & Receivers $399 
+ Quads & Multiplexers for Multiple 

Cameras on one TV 
+ Rear-Vision Systems for Cars & Trucks 
+ Waterproof Infra-Red Cameras To See in 

No Light $299 
+ Customized Applications Also Available 

Call us or check our website at 
www.covertsurveillonce.com for l 00' s 

of other covert surveillance products. 

Coll l-888-474-9409 to order 
b Viso-MC-AMEX 

GUIDEBOOKS TO EROTIC ASIAN TRAVEL, 
Adventure Tours, Videos Available. Treat Yourself! 
Exciting Adorableness! Guaranteed Satisfaction! 
Free Photo Brochures! Ph./Fax 310-393-0901 . 

COLLECTORS 
MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-11 36 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8_00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

V' SOI.DIEll OF l'Oll'l'UNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 

!'lllll:OM COUNTllY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

21 O Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 -(406) 846-1000 

BUSHP/LOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY -- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-4 71-4444 
M.P.C. 

$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $1 O for 
Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. 
Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you 
know what you are buying. I always have a nice col
lection of original patches, insignia, books, maps, 
uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I 
also buy singles and collections of Vietnam War 
souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy with con
fidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South 
Africa -http://users_iafrica.com/r/rh/rhodesia or e
mail: rhodesia@iafrica.com 

UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA. Specializing in cam
ouflage_ Send $3_00 ($5.00 outside US) for cata
log: World Wide Militaria, P.O. Box 522, 
Germantown, MD 20875. 

V' SOLDIEU 011 1101l'l'UNE BACK ISSUES 
ARE avai lable, but going fast. Most 
years/issues still in stock, 1975-1998_ Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e
mail to request a comprehensive list. SOF 
Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5 , 
Boulder, CO 80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: 
christina@ sofmag.com 
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DIGITAL VOICE * DATA* FAX 
http://www.cdradios.com 

Satellite Warehouse, Tucson, AZ 
520-792-9429 Fax: 520-624-1629 

PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 
MRE'S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 
$57/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 
USGI ew Goretex Jacket and Pants $300 
USGI Kevlar Vest Large $200 Xlarge $250 
CFP 90 Combat Backpack w/daypack $300 
USG! ew Intermediate Sleeping Bag $120 
USG! Camo Poncho $30 Poncho Liner $30 
USG ! New OD Ripstop Poncho $25 
Free Shipping USA/Send $2 for catalog 

PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 

Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 
Visa, MC, Discover, check, MO 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 toPtcs- av.aiY 
able! 306-page catalog-rush $2. 00 . 
Research , 11322 Idaho, #206 EX, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-
0222 or www.research-assistance.com m 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e . Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

EMPLOYMENT 
PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 
(Employment Notice) All US ci tizens with Police, 
Mi li tary, or Securi ty experi ence who attend a train
ing course with the PBA, will be offe red some form 
of employment contract after their training . For full 
details, send a large Self Addressed Envelope 
with eithe r $2 or 2 Internati onal postal rep ly 
coupons to : The White House, 24 Cumberland 
Tee, Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENG
LAND, UK. 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member
ship coin. Engraved wi th your name. $20.00 ppd. 
Check to: Jack Martin, Box 6081 , Venice, Florida, 
34292. 

FINANCIAL 
V INCORPORATE NEVADA. Best secrecy and 
tax laws of any state. Only state that doesn't share 
information with IRS. Owners can remain anony
mous. $350 ($400 overnight) Free Details. 888-
781-1192, gqp@sierra.net 

MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Governm ent 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call Toll Free : 1-800-226-3601, 
Extension BF7770. 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! • 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A l.EQ.dL I 

~~~~~g ~~~NUSEE ~~~~~~~~~~~ : 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR ; 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. I 

FOB SQME VERY REVEALING INFORMAVQNI I 
a QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S9 : 
~ P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 I 

~----------·-·-··-----------------··-

INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 

Locate Telephone Number and Addres
ses, Identity Verification , Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis
counts! Free list. KN IVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202. 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 

QWEB™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOUHEil 
011 110R'fUNE will run a 30-word notice here and 
on our Internet site for one month, half price, for any 
legitimate reunion, military base open-house, air 
show, battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration 
or similar military event. Non-commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit events. 
WWW .SOl1H A.G.Cml 

MISCELLANEOUS 
v INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENAR
IES Membership Coin. Free registration with order. 
$15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, 
Nokomis FL 34274. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e . Add them to your SOF classi fied ad 
for $5/each. 
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The study of history is not merely supposed to provide 
a chronology of events and a description of social 
usages and trends. It should provide, for everyone, an 
understanding of the historical dynamic. 

For example, it should explain why a country that could 
totally crush Hitler's Germany and the Japanese empire 
could not impose its wi ll on North Vietnam. 

Furthermore, it should be able to make sense of the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

The Official History does not do these things satisfacto· 
ri ly simply because it is not a true history. It was written 
by those who wished to obscure, rather than reveal, the 
purposes and aspirations of those who held power. 

At long last, there is a book by an author called Steve 
Weston which does not avoid the harsh realities which 
everyone else wants to sweep under the rug. In his work, 
Woodrow Wilson and the Death of John Kennedy. the 
reader comes to appreciate the real purposes behind U.S. 
Foreign Policy and why John Kennedy's death was neces· 
sary to advance Kennedy's own policy objectives. 

Since the establishment does not approve of such 
thoughts, the book is available only on special order 
through Barnes & Noble, Borders, and some other lead
ing bookstores. ISBN: 0·964 7892-0-5 
htttp://www.bookmasters.com/marktplc/books/00146.htm 

• No weights • No barbells • No gym fees 
Big and powerful muscles FAST! 
Money Back Guarantee. For 
info kit on my uAtlas11 course, 
send name and address 
with $2 for postage and 
handling to: 

Charles Atlas, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 'D' 
Dept SF1 
Madison Sq. Station 
New York, NY USA 10159 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 

LATIN SINGLES VACATION TOURS! Mexico, 
Columbia, Honduras, Venezuela. Unforgettable 
social events, BBQS, beach parties. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide, Box 924994-S F, 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224, 
www.TLCworldwide.com. 

BUILD A CABIN - a low cost home or vacation 
place. Get the answers & informat ion needed to 
get started. Send just $5 (cash or M.O.) to CABIN, 
PO Box 877-B, Bellmore, NY 11710. 
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During this action-packed week, train with former bodyguards of 
the worlds most dangerous detail who safeguarded the U.S. 
Ambassador in the midst of the Lebanese Civil War. On this unique 
adventure, clients wi ll receive instructions on the following: 

• Executive Protection • Small Arms • Machine Guns 
• Grenades & RPGs • First Aid 

This course will also include tours to East & West Beirut. 

MID egtcE 5~11S.OO ~ 
(All Inclusive) 

March -April 1999 • Airtare From Wash D.C. Call 
One Week Blocks • Ammo 1 (800) 282-5754 

of Training • Lod~ing Pathfinder Unlimited • Meas will then forward T.B.A. • Transportation you detailed • 8 x 10 Photos (8 Clients Per Week) • Certificate of Training information 

~ U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND ~ 
Federally owned land curren tly available in AK, AZ. AR. CA. 
CO, 10. MT. NV. NM. OR. UT. WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps. 
lelephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to: FEDERAL LAND CO. , Oeptl, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not l1omestead
ing- lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE' 

Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells al l! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement. 
adventure?t Quickly learn from 

the ex perts: 
• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss' 
• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations. 

Skiptracing ci< Surveillance' 

• How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency ' 

• How To Work From Home. Part -Time or FullTime' 
• No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required' 

STATE APPRO\'EI> 

Located in the Entertainment Ca itol 
Of the World! 

FREE 
DETAILS 

r--U __ N_I __ T_E_D_S_T...!A:::T:::E::::S:::::A=C=A=D=E=M=Y:::::I 

OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA 9021. 

'l!aDETE~ 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new •, 
adventure every day. l. , 
Dynamic home study course. ~" 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. ' 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

1•80~742•9007 Ext.301 
UHECT!Vf TRA l ~: ING ao~ S{l5' •San Jvii11 (;iµu., CA 92593 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel , Political, Vietnam, Bosina, Ohio, Anyplace! 
7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

CLOSEOUT. Military Surplus Ammunition. Free 
List - Paragon, Box 2022, Joliet, IL 60434, 
(815)725-9212, Fax (815) 725-8974. 

MILITARY TECHNICAL manuals for sale. Send 
$1.00 for brochure of Discount Prices.Muhammad 
Li , Box 5083, Picot Station, Alaska, 99650. 
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llOJ)YGUAIU) 'l'llAINING 
COURSES IN: 
Tactics, COD, 
Tactical Knife & More! 
l\~A.ll. :n O·t112·Ht1J l 
8306 Wilshire Blvd. #697, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 

• 2500+ Military Designs 
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 
P.0.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 

Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

JAMES BOND doesn't have a pepper sprayer that 
looks like an ink pen, but you can! Send $13.95 to: 
ldlett Enterprises, PO Box 20, Tunica, LA 70782. 

REMAILING SERVICES 
CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, 
then forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemail, too! 
Website address - www.netcom.com/-mailpost. 
MAILPOST, 2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 
773-764-0100. 800-890-3199. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forwarding, 
Since 1981 Single ReMails $1 .00, Phone, Fax, 
Box, Street Address, Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, 
Orlando, FL 32860-8039Visit Privacy Pages 
http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 

SECURITY 
DON'T BE A VICTIM! 300,000v Stun Gun 
$39.50.s/h $6.00 check, mo., visa, me. catalog 
$2.00 Survival Store, 1945 North Carson St., Suite 
84, Carson City, Nevada 89701 http.//www.sur
vivalstore.com 

Please send $1. 00 
for our new catalog 

13983 Industry Avenue • Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 FAX 1-612-261-5599 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell : Cars, trucks, computers, more: Great deals! 
Call Now Toll free: 1-800-601-2212, extSP7770. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

TRAINING 
Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri
vates. Training, certification, instructorships. Hock 
Hochheim's SSC, box 292373, Lewisville, TX 
75029. 972-315-5128. www.americanknifefight
ers.com 

SOl.DIEll 011 l101l'fUNE CONVENTION & CON
SUMEll/'l'llADE EXl'O. Be there! Being held 
this year from 23-27 September at the Sands 
Expo Hall in Las Vegas, Nevada. Three-Gun 
Match, Awards Banquet, Firepower Demo, sem
inars, special events and classes. See our full
page ad in this issue, or call 303-449-3750 for 
more info. 

WANTED 
"THE BODYGUARD" - International Networking 
publication for Executive Protection & Investigative 
Professionals. Assignment Contracts & Resources. 
Subscription: $45.00 p.a. To: BASECA. 4 Maple 
Ave .. Morristown, NJ 07960. 
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2 For 

*6495 
Plus $4 
Ship/ 
Hndlg 

#102 NATO 
MILITARY 

3'/4' Stainless 

r-----------------~ WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

#BS I 04 " Real Men Prefer Women" 

Mai l check or money order to: 
Righteous Redneck, Inc. , PO Box 1643, 
Southeastern, PA 19399-1643 

blade. Front open
ing, fast lever-action. 

#104 THE 600FATHER. 
Stiletto. 4" l~tning-quick 

for used military vehicles : 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, ~~~~ 

Order# ___ Qty. __ x $6.95= __ _ 

military trucks, more. 
100's of ads , tech tips, 
how-to, articles , event 
listings, much more! 

Order # _ __ Qty. __ x $6.95= __ _ 

side open stainless steel blade S+H $_122 
Lifetime Mooey-Back Guaiantee. PA residents add Tax$ __ _ 

1order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knite1 
I Check or M.O. to PERFORMANCE KNIVESI 
11202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept SA-9), New York, NY 1002a I 
ILLimited otter. ACT NOW 1-800-324-43711 

6% sales tax. Total $ __ _ 
Name --------------1 

HIUTARY ~ VEHICLES 
1.!Ut!m'f!I 

Address _ ____________ 
1 

City _____ State __ Zip __ _ 

----------~----~ 
Phone(_____) _________ _ 

WEBSITES 
For only $25/month (2-month/$50 minimum), 
you can list your Website or Internet URL + 10 
words right here. This is a great way to get out 
the word on your site. $1 O/month more gets it 
listed on the SOF website (www.sofmag.com). 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

L-----------------~ Limited time offer; prepay up to 12 months at 
this low rate. 

Meet Ladies Worldwide. 
USA, Latinas, Asians & Russians. 
Great global opP.ortunities . FREE 
photobrochure. {281} 440-2770 

www.singlesworldwide.com 
Camouflage Technologies, Tactical Airbrushing, 
custom camouflage for your rill e stock: 
www.inland.neVbkbiz 

Singles Worldwide Network, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10748-SF ·Houston TX n206 

Access Marketing •. ........... 5 
ADCO ........ ... .. . . .. . .. .. 71 
Automatic Knife Resource Guide 17 
Baden K-9 . . . . ........ . ..... 67 
Benchmade Knives ........... 12 
Boker Knives .. _ . .. .......... 29 
Chase-Durer . . ..... .... . Cover 4 
CZ-USA ............. . . . .... 73 
Direct Action Video .... ...... . 20 
Eden Press ... . ........ . .... 74 
European Connections ..... _ .. 13 
Excalibur Enterprises • .... . .... 6 
Gerber Legendary Blades .Cover 3 
G.G. & G ............ •.... ... 19 
G-Jo Institute .... . .... . .. ... . 29 
Glock ....... . . .. . _ ... . . Cover 2 
GT Knives .. . .. . .. ...... .... 66 
Gun Parts Corp ... .. . ......... 72 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
Hatherleigh Publishing ....... . 24 
Hornady . .... ... . . .. . . ... .. 8-9 
Inter-American Security Products76 
IRSAIS _ .... .... . .... . ...... 66 
JTR Labs . ........ . . .. ...... 17 
Kabar Knives ..... .. . .. . .. .. . 30 
Kensington Publishing . . . .. ... 15 
L.A. Law Enforcers .... . ...... 74 
L.A.R. Manufacturing ... .... ... 70 
Lightning Man Products . .. . . .. 76 
LRRP K-9 Services .... .. . ... . 75 
Matthews Police Supply .... . .. 76 
Military Book Club ......... 10-11 
MoroVision Night Vision .... . .. 75 
Paladin Press . ... .... . ... . . 7 , 21 
Panther Productions ....... 26-27 
Refugee Relief International .... 72 

Professional Career Development . .. . 
. ... . . - .... . .. ..... . .. - .. 74,75, 76 

Round Eye Knife & Tool .. ... . . 68 
RPB . ... ..... .... ..... . .... 74 
S&K Labs .... . .. ......... 75, 76 
Silver Creek Industries . . . .... . 74 
Silverman 's ..... ... . ... . .. .. 74 
SOF Convention . ........... . 61 
SOF Subscriptions .. . ... . ... . 18 
sos ... - . . - . - .. - . - ... . -- - .. 75 
Southern Ordnance . .. ... ... .. 72 
SPIKE .. ....... . . ... .. .. . ... 67 
Steve Arnold 's Gunroom ..... .. 28 
Steyr Scout Rifle . . .. . ........ 69 
Thunder Ranch . ...... ...... . 68 
United Cutlery ............... 25 
U.S. Cavalry .. .... . .. . . . .. .. . 75 
USI Corp ..... .. . .... ..... ... 74 

Ammo: Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802; phone: 308-382-13909; 
fax: 308-382-5761 . 

Cobra Camping & Survival Tool: Bay Knife Company, Dept. SOF, 39830 Grand River, Suite B-1 C, Novi , Ml 
48375-2102; phone: 1-800-471 -9091 or 248-471 -3450; fax : 248-471-5757. 

Colt's Tactical Combat Knife: Colt Manufacturing Company, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 
06144-1868; phone: 860-244-6311 ; fax: 860-244-1475. Also available from United Cutlery Brands, Attn : 
David Hall, Dept. SOF, 1425 United Blvd. , Sevierville, TN 37876; phone: 423-428-2532; fax : 423-428-2267. 

Gerber Covert Folder: Gerber Legendary Blades (Division of Fiskars, Inc.), Dept. SOF, Box 23088, 14200 SW ?2nd 
Ave., Portland, OR 97281 -3088. 

Guardian .32 ACP: North American Arms, Inc., Dept. SOF, 2150 South 950 East, Provo, UT 84606-6285; phone: 
801-374-9990; fax : 801-374-9998. 

Magazines: Promag Industries, Dept. SOF, 10654 South Garfield Avenue, South Gate, CA 90280; phone: 562-
861-9554, fax: 562-861 -6377. 

Pearce grips: Pearce Grip, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 187, Bothell , WA 98041 ; phone: 425-485-5488, fax: 425-
488-7102. 

Pocket holster: Sam Andrews (Andrews Custom Leather, Dept. SOF, Rt. 4, Box 48, Alachua, FL 32615; phone: 
904-462-0576 - send $2 for catalog.) 
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The War Racket Has Become Too Dangerous 

T he freighter sat low in the water 
as it steamed out of Long Beach 
Harbor. My uncle, a shot-up 
World War I vet, who drank a lot 

of cheap California wine to drive away the 
demons of war, told me, "There goes 
another boatload of scrap iron to feed the 
Japanese war machine." 

He took a long pull from his brown
paper-bag-wrapped bottle and said, "The 
varmints did the same thing in my war." 

His war was the "War to End All 
Wars," fought 20 years before in France 
and Germany. 

He lamented on how in the Civil War 
his blue-uniformed father was shot at by 
Yankee cannon balls sold to the Rebels by 
Northern manufacturers more into making 
a buck than doing the right thing for the 
United States of America. 

"Cuz money is what war's really all 
about," Uncle Roy said. "30,000 
Americans died in my war. For what, to 
make big companies richer?" 

the bloodbath of Tiananmen Square; the 
same China that the CIA says has nuclear
tipped missiles aimed at our cities. 

Experts say Loral space engineers pro
vided missile-guidance technology that will 
allow those missiles to strike with pinpoint 
accuracy anywhere in the United States. 

The boss man of Loral Space and Com
munications, Bernard Schwartz, has slipped 
$2 million iJ1to democrat coffers since 
Clinton entered the Oval Office. Donations 
that greased the skids for Schwartz, one of 
America's highest-paid CEOs, to travel 
aboard a U.S. Air Force aircraft to China 
with the late Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown, Clinton's "Mr. Fix It." 

Brown - who was close to being 
indicted for wheeling and dealing just 
before he met his death on a hillside in 
Croatia - saw to it that Schwartz ended 
up with a $250-million deal with China, a 
future Super Power who will soon chal
lenge America militarily. 

At age 15, on Guam, I got to see first
hand what that scrap metal had done. 
Though the fighting had stopped, there 
were knocked-out Japanese tanks, artillery 
pieces and ugly chunks of shrapnel litter
ing the island. And most were made from 
the junk that came from ships that sailed 
out of our harbors in the 1930s. 

A lot of the Marines and soldiers I 
spoke to on that blood-soaked island said 
they were permanently wearing shards of 

Col. David Hackworth, (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Defending 
America. " "Hack" doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ
ing. If your local paper falls in.to that cate
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see "Defending America" on the Op
Ed page. It 's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45th St. , New York, NY 10017. 

When you look at the business 
Schwartz sleazed in as a resuit of his $2-
million plane trip, his first-class ticket to 
sell America down the drain starts looking 
more and more like mere petty cash. 

When the Pentagon protested that if 
Loral provided China with an improved 
missile system it would threaten America, 
their warnings were dismissed by Clinton. 
Re-election, it seems, was more important to 
the president and his top economic advisors 

steel that enterprising American businessmen had sold to Japan to 
sharpen their bottom-lines, and a lot of their buddies had been 
stuffed in mattress covers and buried under neat white rows of 
crosses and stars because U.S. entrepreneurs put profit over country. 

Many of these battle-hardened vets wore that thousand-yard 
stare, the same one Uncle Roy toted around, and they all seemed 
just as bitter. 

During the last half of the 20th Century, U.S. arms merchants 
have brokered deals with most of the world 's top rats. They've 
outfitted death squads in Latin America, provided Saddam 
Hussein and Company with the best killing machines money 
could buy and are now busily supplying Bosnian fanatics not only 
with top weaponry, but also with American mercenaries to train 
their pet killers. 

Almost 60 years after I watched those ships sail to Japan, Bill 
Clinton and close aides are accused of helping China become the 
next Evil Empire. 

This is the same China that gave the world the rape of Tibet and 
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than missiles aimed at Main Street, U.S.A. 
It's become the American way - both for Democrats and 

Republicans - to make huge profits out of war and the threat of 
war. But today the risks are bigger than ever. 

We' re no longer talking shells made from American scrap iron 
raining down on our soldiers far far away on other countries' bat
tlefields. 

We're talking Chinese nuclear missiles - equipped with Loral 
guidance systems - taking out your hometown before you can say, 
"Show me the money." 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth's best-selling book, Hazardous Duty, has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ~ 
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